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Abstract

The study aimed to explore the accounts of public elemesata&iool teachers in Grade 5 or Grade 6 who taught all the
subjects in a single class. This is a qualitative-ndogittal study which tapped five (5) participants who were ifiedtusing the
purposive sampling method. The five participants were coettesing the following aliases for their privacy and wanftiality:
Jisoo, Amie, Jona, Primerose, and Constance. Theamaiygsis was utilizetb generate the results from theeticipants’ narratives.
Overall, the participants closely shared the sameestani straight teaching. In the interviews, they hgiited the succeeding
significant themes: (1) common challenges in straight tegglti) ways of coping in straight teaching; (3) applicatiomanfi-
traditional teaching practices; (4) application of alassn management practices; (5) lessons and insightsdgiimma straight
teaching; and (6) the need to provide support to the teaaler handled all subjects in a single class. From fivediags, it is
implied that plenty of support and assistance should be prbtidhem by the concerned authorities such as theadffioif the
Departmenbf Education (DepEd). Anothés that their ways of coping and classroom practices shmeédulated byll teachers
in the service. Likewise, future researches are alsoueagedo further validate the results fouirdthis narratological study. Most
importantly, the study is expected to contribute more infdomabn the literature related to straight teaching doatiginal
education.

Keywords: public elementary school teachers, straigbhbeg, narratology, Municipalitgf Talaingod, Davao del Norte
INTRODUCTION

Teachers have mountaiokresponsibilities that they should embrace during and aftentheir respective houos duty.

In fact, there are elementary school teachers thatifieaching all subjecis a class section within the intermediate grade levels.
They should formulate 40 lesson plans per week and préaparveative learning strategies and materials that catef aheir
learners’ needs, as well as shape and monitor the behavior of 20-40 learners in a class. Notably, these are amongth@lights
faced by most public school teachers that are teaettisgbjectsn a class.

In Rwanda, as mentioned by Atieno and Nkurunziza (2019)thistry of Education has recently announced the tdan
implement the system wherein only one instructor and astasswill teach all subjects in each class comprising0dearners.
According to them, it would be hard to find well-roundedteas who can teach all subject areas within one ptaggring more
than five lessons on a daily basis. In connection, irhthierlands and outskirts of Cambodia, teachers teaculgjécts in one
classascaused by the shortagkteaching personnéi the far-flung areas. Accordirig teachers, the job was definitely exhausting
and challenging since they are in charge on both teachitigclassroom management of the same class for theevday
(Organization for Economi€0-operation and Development [OECD], 2018). Furthermnré&hana, Adusei and Sarfo (2015) stated
that teachers were not comfortable on teachinguddjects. Thus, they started to suggest that subject-specitihing should be
implemented in the setting.

In the Philippines, particularly in Zamboanga, elementarshter@ have also experienced the practice of straigbihitey
in the lower elementary yeairsprivate schools amidst the new normal. Safiem expressed thiatis indeed difficultto handle
all subjects within one class. Aside from lesson pré¢ioais these teachers were also confronted with ttra ehallenge of
distributing modules, conducting assessment, and underguing classeto teach their young learners. What keeps them around
is their sincere passion in teaching, which drives andvates them amidst the challenges and the pandemic now@tibalate,
2020).

In Talaingod District, as a public elementary school teadreso knew some of my co-workers who have practaoet
were still practicing straight teachiimgtheir early yearsf in-service teachingds what | have gained from talking with them, they
jointly expressed the stressful and demanding task of pngpBaily Lesson Plans (DLPs) for all subjects. What rmakenore
challengings making 8 lesson plare a daily basis. Thus, they were expedtethake 40 DLPs per weelspartof their teaching
responsibilities. Definitely, they treated tlisa challenge as wedisan opportunity to improve on their craft.

Based from my extensive reading on previously citedalitee, | have found few articles which tackled the s$osied
narratives about the experiencéseachers who employed straight teactingheir classes. These articles were the ones | managed
to feature above. Despite this fact, | have not foundsamifar study which targeted the personal experientpsblic elementary
school teachers who teach all subjects in one clab&inontext of this study. As such, this study can pgskidp teachers who
experience these phenomena. Through this study, they niggyelnethe voiceo speak out their plights and suggestions. Moreover,
this study can also become a basis for the concernedt&nhat sectors to create programs and policies whaiid help lessen
the heavy loadef these teachers.

The stories of the public elementary school teachestraight teaching has been evident for it still exispingblem in
our educational system. Though there were already stusheicted about teachers teaching all subjects, thesdooukedon
the issuef differentiating departmentalization and studies were done yEt probe the livesf public elementary school teachers.
Thus, this prompted me to conduct this inquiry to exploreuanigrstand their personal narratives with respect to tregohenon
being studiedh this undertaking.

Pur pose of the Study _ -
1JRP 2058, LS L 385 58 i i H AN SR ROAT BATERA3RER to explore thetivasaf public elementary schdBMEsRMEr. It focused on

the stories of five (5) elementary school teachers ftdferent public schoolé Talaingod District.
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At this stage of research, straight teaching was gepelafined as a type of teaching where a public ellezr%emhgoi;
teacher with permanent employment status was teachisglgéicts in Grade 5 and/or in Grade 6. | highly regardedhtilnity as
animportant research topto investone’s time with,asit is visible that many elementary teachers have expedehteHerculean
taskof teaching all subjects within one class section.

Research Questions

1. How doyou describe your experiencasa teacher who handles all subjects within a class?

2. What are the lessons and insigtas you shareo others regarding your experientestraight teaching?
Theoretical Lens

This study was anchored to the Functionalism Theorigiwlxplains how mental activities helped an individuaintio
its environment where mental processes function in i@ sygstematic and accurate manner wherein learners seantddt the
level for which they are developmentally prepared. Aiseignified that introspection could seragone means by which someone
might study mental activities, so with the teachdreugh their expertise is not within the norm, but throogntal activities,
learning and masteigf the subject matteés possibly puin place (Rosgtal., 1977).

As used in the study, the Theory of Functionalism illustrdhe capacity of humans to adapt to their new environmen
Thus, terms like flexibility and versatility were beitegted and exemplifiéd situations whereianindividual was exposei new
surroundings and environment. Like the teachers who teattipla subjects in class, their capacity of adjustinthwieir new
roles and ever demanding challenges were being testedyalatie to prepare to teach multiple subjects to thamners on a
regular basis.

This study was also seen through the Theory of Role.plsised that individuals play a role which compriseslie@ction
of expectations that accompany a particular social positigpically, it is said that humans play multiple roiegheir lifetime. For
example, they could play the raébeing a student, a friends anemployee. Role conflict happens among multiple rolesrwthe
expectations in these separate roles contradict one anbiieee could be a case when a social expectatiarcépted in one role
but rejectedn the other (Marks & MacDermid, 1996).

As appliedin this inquiry, the theory exemplified the multiple rdlleat the teacher embodi@sa daily basis. For example,
being a Math teacher required different set of demands andddagmwthan those that were expected from an English tedoher
the casef the participants of this inquiry, they htxtake both roles and moie orderto do straight teachintp their learnerén a
long-term timeframe. Thus, the disparity and differeateole created certain points of adjustments in the gfaithe teachers.
Depending upon the capacity of the teachers to agljustese points, thapaybe able to perform their dutiesnot.

Also, this thesis was viewed through the lens of Stfeeery which mentioned that stress is experienced wipensan
perceives that the challenges of a task exceed the peasahsocial resources that the person can only mobifipe himself or
herself. Accordingly, the impact of stress in a pelisdmased more on an individual's sense of danger, inse@urd capacity to
copeon a traumatic occurrence itself. The impafcstress cabe felt by anindividual who recognize théte or she cannot manage
the stressful task. However, if a person sees that aydartitask can be easily overcome, then the individualnaeillfeel the
negative effectsf stress (Lazarus & Folkman, 1984).

Similarly, asutilizedin this inquiry, the theory explained that the overarchaigsof teachers teaching all subjegtsone
class may cause stress among the elementary teathisrgheory also stressed that depending upon the copilitgealuf these
teachers, they may be able to surpass stress. Otkestiess had overcome and consume théne procedure.

Employing straight teaching results into causing stressrte seachers especially in the higher-grade levalis,Tin
summary, this study was anchored to the above citamfi¢isethat supported how teachers feel and how they witphetheir
experiences associatamstraight teaching. The Theory of Functionalism mergitbthat mastery cdre possibly puin place. Also,
role theory stressed that straight teaching requirespiautbles among the concerned teachers. Lastly, Sthessy asserted that
individuals such as the teachers were prone to stsetbeeq perform mentally demanding activities such ashtieg all subjects
within in one class.

METHODOLOGY

This chapter discusses the set of steps, procedurespieats) as well as the methods utilized to fulfill #es of this
inquiry. This section encompasses the research desigrthenskection for ethical considerations to providektliescription on
how this study was conducted.

Resear ch Design

This study is qualitative research by design. It is statddythaditative research is an inquiry which specificalbncerns
itself on searching the observer who isagpled within the world’s reality (Creswell & Poth, 2016). They added that qualitative
inquiry includes a series of activities that seek t@mitlarity in this world where vast information existhese activities thereby
transformed the world we know today. They turn the evorto a collage of representations, manifested irouarforms suctas
field notes, interviews, conversations, pictures, eddeand self-reported memos. Qualitative study at this stemgres an
interpretive, naturalistic lens to view the enviromtehich surrounds us.

In this inquiry, qualitative research design became the hegihodology to use, since this research study was only
concerned on investigating a research topic that wasebgslored. This did not intend to quantify variables or vesying
interventions through correlational or experimental methods. Part of the researcher’s objectives was to acquire the participant’s
genuine explanation about their liveesa public elementary sobl teacher who teach all subjeatsGrade 5 and/an Grade 6.

Additionally, the study employed narratology which sought to tsided the phenomenon and made meaning from this
event through peering on the stories which were told bpahiicipants. This approach typically focused on makingnimg on
the lives of individuals as told through their own persarzatatives (Connelly & Clandinin, 1990). To add, one of thegpmiscof
all qualitative investigations lied on the perceptiondh®y the participants as the protagonists of the styghetomenon. In a
narrative inquiry, the researcher took the role of aatarr It can therefore be argued that qualitative reRegyeeerlined by an
element closely linked to perception (subjectitdysome) of the studied object (Diaz, 2015).
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Narratology was suitablie this academic endeavasit only aimedto narrate and analyze the various u%lz'[%)ld starfes
eachof my participants who have been practicing straight teacimimmblic schools. The approach was thereby appropriate
uncovering their personal narratives associated witrgkeioublic elementary school teacher who teacheslg#tasin Grade 5
and/orin Grade 6. Moreover, narratology was convengsit allows a qualitative investigation wherein only aaimumberof
participants were required. This was helpful in my explomatsince my intended participants were very hard to lecatdind.
Resear ch Participants

The study’s key participants mainly included the public elementary school teachers who teach all subjects in either Grade
5 and/or in Grade 6 classes. Specifically, there weeg(i) participants in total. This was in line to the suggesif Parse (1990)
with regards to his conception of the ideal number of ppatitsin a narratological study which was two (2) to ten (10).

In this inquiry, all participants were chosen through purposampting technique. This technique was employed in
identifying and selecting the five (5) research participaiits teach all subjects either in Grade 5 and/or in Grades 60 my
inclusion criteria, the ideal participants must possessottoaving characteristics: (1) they must be a licengedlic elementary
school teacher who is practicing their professiorhiwitDepEd Talaingod District; (2) they must have at least @) year of
experience in teaching all subjects either in Grade 5 aimd@rade 6; and (3) the participants are currently handlingesawhing
in Grade 5 and/or in Grade 6.

Data Analysis

In this research, the collected and gathered data wesemted and analyzed according to the aims of this research
endeavour. Bogdan and Biklen (1997) identified data analysjsalitative studies as a procedure of sequentially locaticg a
consolidating interview transcripts and other data ssultea the researcher acquires to increase clarityndordniation about the
phenomenon or research topic.

Data coding was employed in this research. Elliot (2018) destdbding as a fundamental part of the scientific process
and how scientists disintegrate and examine data sircah something new. Furthermore, Creswell (2015) claimedddaig is
a method that employs evaluation of qualitative text datiaking them apart to observe what they generate bsftdrgtantially
putting the data back together.

In this inquiry, coding was employéd organize and label essential meanings that were idmtitifthe datalt servedas
the proces which the principal investigator identified the respegand groupdtiaccordinglyto form a segment title. Through
coding, segment title was identified in order for the reatbeessily recognize and interpret terms which relatbaexperiences
of the study participants. More so, coding also helpegriheipal investigatoto summarize all results and readess capture and
understand what each response is all about.

Moreover, in this inquiry, thematic analysis was utilizedul@eld (2019) claimed that evaluating qualitative data is
through the use of thematic analysis. This is usually adpécto a compilation of texts, such as transcriptstefviews. To
recognize common trends, subjects, ideas and context gathatncome up frequently, the principal investigator would hav
analyze the information closely.

In this inquiry, thematic analysis was utilized which pegao the procedure of identifying, analyzing, and presgntin
patterns that were present within a large amount of datardllg, qualitative research study frequently utilized thgmanalysis.
With this, the researcher fouitdvery beneficialn identifying the different themes segments of this inquiry.

Furthermore, formulation of major themes had been doc@ding the approved research questions. This corresponded
to the two (2) approved research questions mentioned @Hhapter 1. Themes were utilized as the representati@swaits. This
was done to give the readers further understanding dimuabteworthy narratives of the participants.

Trustworthiness of the Study

In this inquiry, the researcher established the critérieustworthinesasprescribed by the framewodt Shenton (2004).
The principal investigator employed different strategiesesmlve four issues of trustworthiness that demand higimtadn:
credibility, transferability, conformability and demkability.

In ensuring the study’s trustworthiness, the researcher took another precautionary measure which was to strictly observe
safety protocols while collecting the data for the stuthis was in reference to the protocols prescribed by Wtgrcy Task
Force (IATF) against COVID-19 as well as other governmealtth@rotocols to prevent the spread of the CoromasvDisease
2019 or known as CoVid-19. The safety protocols which W@lewed by everyone included: social distancing, weadhface
shield and face mask, and the constant applicafiatcoholon one’s hand.

Credibility ascertained whether the study outcomes were plausiblddaige gleaned from the original data of the key
participants and that these were a valid representatithe original views of the key participants (Lincoln & Gub8a85s as cited
in Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Furthermore, Shenton (2004) edithat researchers attempt to provide that a true ifates
phenomenon under reviea/being portrayedo resolve credibility.

In addressing study’s the credibility, the researcher utilized concrete measures such as the use of triangulation of sources,
iterative questioning, researcher’s background, qualifications, experiences and member checking. Adoption of the well-established
research method and the utilization of reflective siotere stressed in this inquiry to devise the besiniques that suit to the
specific contexof this study.

First, triangulation was another measure which can beibehé securing the credibility of this study. Kulkarf#013)
stated that triangulation is a technique that utilizesdwmore methods to gather data about one resear@csuhja way, this
secured the extent of the study’s validity since more than one sources of data or methods of data collection are employed in the
process. However, the aim of triangulation is not sinplgross-validate results, but rather to capturerdiffefacets of the same
phenomena.

In connection, triangulation of source was utilized in this ingdihis implied that | utilized multiple sources tocomer
various narratives coming fromy participants. These narratives were helgfaimy main goal waso explomaspesef the stories
of public elementary school teachers who teach all stshjgithin one class. Triangulation of source in thiguiry testified that
the findingsof this inquiry was credible.
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Moreover, to resolve the credibility issues of this imguiterative questioning was employed. This incllﬁ3des teelis
probe question$o collect detailed datan which the researchés very much interested about (Shenton, 2004 Yhis inquiry,
detailed information was obtained. The principal Btigator asked the questions repeatediyephrased the questiom case the
idea sharetby the participant was still unclear insufficient. Also, the researcher asked a nurobéollow up questions in order
for the specific information pertaining to the narrativethefpublic elementary school teacher on straight teachibg tacquired.

Furthermore, the background, qualifications, and lives optimeipal investigator was stipulatdd the section under
appendix. Patton (1990) stated that the integrity of theureseris animportant aspedh qualitative studies. This was dteethe
fact that the researcher hergslthe integral tooln the processes of collecting and analyzing the resedata.To execute this
concrete measure, the principal investigator attatinedurriculum vitae. Curriculum vitae included theearcher’s background
information which woulde helpful for the readeio assessr audit the quality of the conducted study.

Lastly, member checking was employed in this inquiryt Btral. (2016) noted that member checking is one of the
techniquedor exploring the credibilitypf outcomes, also identifiembparticipanior respondent validatio.o searctor consistency
and resonance with their experiences, data or outcomesraterned to participants. Member checks are alsal lest@ong the
validation techniquem the list.

In this inquiry, the researcher employed member checkingatoe sure the appropriateness and accurateness of the
information obtained from the participants. The redearanderwent rechecking of the information. The rebegaacticipants and
informants rechecked the statements if these statememésaccurately represented and printed. The researtitipaats and
informants were also given the chance to give additiofaimation and to correct some errors found in thestigus.

Onthe other handjependability requires the evaluatiaf the study's resulswell asthe interpretation and suggestions
made by the researcher so that both are informed anftirenation obtained from study participants (Lincoln & Gub@85 cited

in Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Shenton (2004) stated that adgealépendabilitys a heavy task especially qualitative studies.
Considering this, the least that the researchedois to attempt to formulate the stuttythe point that other investigators would
be ableto replicate the studgn their own time andt their own settingsTo guarantee the dependabildf this inquiry, the researcher
utilized concrete measures like the afeverlapping method#-depth methodological descriptions, triangulation, and audit trai

To cater the concerns which involved the criterddependability, overlapping techniques were utilized. Sing2@04)
argues that illustrating the formiarpractice goes some wayguarantee that the latter one, mentiobgtincoln and Guba (1985),
must be employed to use overlapping approaches which includeaR&IDI to be able to establish close links betwediahility
and credibility.

In connection, to obtain the saturation of the inforamathat was collected, the study conducted an in-depth ieterv
(IDI). The five (5) public elementary school teachers whag@she inclusion requirements obtained a chance tegipaté in the
IDI. This was done via Google Meet and Zoom.

Additionally, the research indicated the use of in-deptthatlogical descriptions. Shenton (2004) emphasized that the
procedures being followdd a qualitative work shoulde documentedh detail,for the purpose of addressing the possible reliability
issues and enabling future investigators to replicatettiy,or if not, generate the similar s#tresearch findings.

Relatively, the researcher established a thorougtusiton on what research design would be employed and how its
attainment would be implementadthe process. Also, the researcher provided the tipeahdetailon how the data was gathered
and evaluated the success of the processes undertakenhigVitither interested researchers would be able to imtebdsee a
clear pictureasto how they could replicate and adapt this particulquiry into their corresponding settings.

Aside from thdan-depth interview, triangulatioof sources was also utilizéd employ cross validatioaf the information
and to reduce the effect of the researcher’s bias. With this, the principal investigator utilized audio recorder to become a reference
in retrieving the data. Detailed accounts of the pudimentary school teachers who possessed the inchiugina was reported
to make sure the consistency of the défah this, the research process was very dependable wiechguhe researcher can repeat
the study but it does not necessarily entail the acounsif the same outcome.

Additionally, the dependability of this analysis was ateasidered on the audit trail. As cited in Korstjens ktuder
(2018);Lincoln and Guba (1985); and Sim and Sharp (1998); audituraitibnsto transparently explain the study measures taken
from the beginning of a research project into the production and presenting of the results. The research’s records path was kept
throughout the study. In this inquiry, the researcher als&dshan audit trail appended in this manuscript to provide ample
documentation of how the research data are collectetyzadaand interpreted in this inquiry. The principal inigggbr ako
followed the standard protocol and ensured to folleswghidelines set out by the technical panel.

Confirmability is concerned with deciding that details of the pertinerdiriigs are not merely figures of the imagination
of the inquirer, but are clearly derived from the sétogible evidence (Lincoln & Guba, 1985 as cited in Kerstj& Moser,
2018). Shento2004)indicated that researchers oughtake actiorto illustrate that results originate accurately fromdata and
not from their personal biasasprovethe study’s confirmability aspect.

First of all, for the thorough enrichment of this acamemork, the principal investigator relied on the prefesal
assistancef the expert panel, the data analyst and other experts. Addigiothe interview transcripts were returniedall the key
participants in order to authenticate and ensure thataghswers are correctly expressed in the IDI. A form signethem was
added to show this accuracy. Likewise, the researchdieddtie participants about the finalizatiohthe results.

In addition, Shenton (2004) stated that the premises thatlienclertain decisions and the methods employed within the
study should be honestly reported. Thtishouldbe notedin the studyasto why the usef one approacis favored over the other
and that weak spotsf a utilized technique should be acknowledged and repdrtecheckif the findings generated this inquiry
are valid, reliable, and acceptable, the researdmaiti@d the assumptions and beliefs held in this inquiryugitrdollowing the
suggested steis be takerin conducting research.

With this, the researcher strictly adhered to the padéo institutioral formats, and standard primeiplesogf Shenton’s
strategiesn addressing the trustworthinesfighe studyaswell asthe Belmont Repoih addressing the ethical consideration. Also,
this inquiry recognized its limitationsy admitting that this research was obglimited to those public elementary school teachers
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teaching all subjects in Grade 5 and/or in Grade 6 who Eesste inclusion criteria set by the principal invmﬁglazgd that the
implication drawn from the findings was not viewesigenerally applicable.

More so, in-depth description related to the methodologyengsoyed. The researcher utilized in-depth interview (IDI)
to acquire information needed in this inquiry. ThroughlBiethe researcher gathered authentic informationicgritom the key
participants and they were also afdeheckif the transcribed responses were accurately repres#¥ith this, thetudy’s findings
were reliable, valid, and acceptable to be inspectdd Wwitconnection, Shenton (2004) mentioned that describingntipéoyed
methodsn detail lets the reader to discern the acceptabilith@tbnstructs and data being displayed in the study.

Transferability is the extenbn how qualitative study findings cdretranslatedo other contextsr conditions with other
participants as the new sources of research data (Linc@uok&, 1985 cited by Korstjens & Moser, 2018). To enaleldérémsfer
of the study into other research circumstances, adequatmatfon about the context of the study was provided tolemaaders
to determine whether the inscribed research conditi@yshbma similar to their settings and whether study resaitde applied in
other research venues (Shenton, 2004). To strengthen theradildf of this study, the researcher utilized concre&asures
through providing background data, thick descriptiassyell asdetailed documentatiaof the focused research topic.

To make the study transferable, the researcher ebtdbldifferent related literature and provided the backgtam
context of this study. The researcher provided a literaaview which aided in elaborating and discussing tfferdint domains
of ideas related to the study. In addition, other contédditerature from different countries or different gggtand the theories
that underpin this research was provided herein.

Likewise, the researcher indicated thick description of the pertinent details of this research to increase the study’s
transferability. Mills et al. (2010) described thick desd@niptas a means to pay attention to every intricateildegpon me’s
observation and interpretatiofthe derived social meaning from conducting qualitativdiss.In this inquiry, the storiesf public
elementary school teacher teaching all subjects &ad&b and/or Grade 6 became the core in employing thickigtestr The
research provided various readings that would help enlighéereader about the context surrounding the study. Thick gesori
served as the guide understanding the actualized stories that were focusédimquiry.

Moreover, Shenton (2004) stressed that an adequate thick explanfatien research topic is necessary to encourage
readergo develop a critical understandin§ithe said phenomenon. Through thisavenudor comparisons made asreadersan
compare the documented experiences to those that thewiiaessed on their own respective settings. With thesyésearcher
ensured that all the documents and steps taken in gatheringkaméhiag the research data were properly indicated in this
maruscript’s appendix and saved in a file. All procedures that were followed by the principal investigator in conducting this study
was includedn Chapter 3 to aid other researchterseplicate and transfer the findingfthis study to their respective settings.

Furthermore, the researcher indicated detailed descriptian ti@stories and narratives of the public elementary schoo
teachers who teach in Grade 5 and/or Grade 6 learnerenfhiks that the researcher provided a set of detadiesbnal accounts
uttered by thatudy’s key participants.

Also, the principal investigator indicated detailed digions so that comparison can happen between the vargultsre
or responsesf each participant. This wasline with the underpinned statemefShenton (2004) that tiparticipants’ experiences
may picture more than one reality. If it happens thakttieeappreciation to the reported findings or when thdaes acknowledge
the value of the different experiences illustrated withigualitative work, then the research endeavor has besnedeuseful
especially on the padf the reader.

Ethical Consideration

To make sure that the proper conduct of this reseaxtitharsafety of the involved persons in this particular takieg
was protected, | conformed to the established ethktaaldards imposed and mandated by the SMCTI Research Ethicsit@e
(REC).As such, a certificate from such committee was appeimdiiis manuscript.

In this research endeavor, the researcher followeBehreont Report prepared by the National Commis&iotthe Safety
of Human Subjects Biomedical and Behavioral Science (1974). This was alhgia compendiunof the fundamental guidelines
and principle®n ethics which includedn empirical structuren how concerns and problenmsethics arising from the researah
human subjects would be addressed (Nambisan, 2017).

The first principleyespect for person, is mainly concerned on the human dignity of the ah@seticipants in a research
study (Barrowet al., 2020)It included treating peoplsautonomous persons capatifelecidingfor themselves. For those people
with restricted autonomy, extra protection should bemesended, to the extent that they are exempted from certitices that
may affect them (Nambisan, 201[f) this context, respeétr individuals was maintained before the researcher tegitne conduct
of the study. This was done by obtaining detailed auth@izand related papers from the expert panel.

Trochim (2020) noted that the concept of voluntary parti@patemands that individuals should roat pressured
into engaging in the study. Acquisition of their informeshgent is definitely a prerequisite and this conceptoseby linked
to it. In turn, this implied that the participants were fully asvaf the research protocols and that the participants agree
to participate with the full knowledge of the benefits aistts that may arise from their study participation. Ethpranciples
also required that researchers would not place theiiciparits in a position where there is a potential harm tad their
safetyis not guaranteed. Haroanbe describedasboth physical and psychological this regard.

Thus, | made sure that my participants were welcomedatceninformed decisions and decide their own voluntary
participation. Thus, the researcher made sure to respectsearch participants by asking on how interested theytev partake
in this undertaking. In gathering and storing their dataptireipal investigator also asked permission about recotbiimgvhole
durationof the in-depth interview.

Additionally, the participants were oriented firsthamdvhat the studis all about. This wak ensure thainy participants
are fully aware about the deta@ifmy study. This action consequently enabled themake informed decisions whetterjoin in
my study or not. None of my participants declined mytaton. As such, they willingly affixed their elegifonigggtures on the
prepared informed consent form to signify their volungzasticipation.
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Afterwards, all of the selected key participants wererted through the use of online platforms. The orilezritaaaolded
about the entitlements of the key participants includingatheropriateness of the selected methodology of reselftoire
importantly, the orientation also covered how the IBktplacelt was emphasizeid the same orientation that they should not feel
any discomfort in answering the interview questions.yTlere afforded with the choice to remain silent andamstver these
queries. In fact, they were entitled of the liberty to termiriagér own participation at any time without any explanatiod penalties
accounted on their part. With this, the researcher alidla anything that harmed the research participants.

Another aspect to be discussed during the orientationhgasotnplete methods that were used during the conduct of the
research. The participants were encouraged to raise tmgierms. Accordingly, the researcher addressed thesediateig. To
add, | had not found any participants who belonged to any nallleeand marginalized groups such as the members of the IP
communitiesaswell as those who identified themselves under ltedf LGBTQ+ community.

Moreover, Bell and Bryman (2007) emphasized the importahoeimtaining anonymity among all of the persons and
entities who had their involvement in this inquiry. Thejieved that confidentiality relates to the safeguaydif the information
givenby other partiesr the research participants, while secrecy includes #eepratiorof anindividual'sor organization's identity
by covering their names or other identifying information

Accordingly, the privacy of the study participants therefaundoubtedly, must be protected. This entailed that ingndl
sensitive data should be of paramount importance togbribie welfare of the participants. In order to prbteeir privacy and in
compliance with the Data Privacy Act of 2012, the principaéstigator used code names or pseudonyms to denotestregah
participants. Thus, details that may contribute to the identifitatfaheir true identity werenot denoted in this study. The researcher
also ensured that the collected data was storeddoatidn that only the researcher can access. Google &8 used when the
information obtained was collected electronicallyevéin the investigator was considered the only one wbw& how to access
it. With this, data were secured from any unauthorized access.

After the responses were gathered, transcription oftdakaplace. Then, the researcher returned the wrigigronses to
the key participant to check if the written responsescamplete and accurate. The participant were affordedtiéthightto
modify or to add more data to their respective respoii¢gs.was done to make sure that the responses beingritbadseere
accurate and error-free.

The second principle pertainstieneficence (Barrow et al., 2020). This concept mainly entails that it is the researcher’s
endeavor to make the study beneficial to the researcltipartts. Also, Nambisan (2017) asserted that this princigjeires an
evaluationof the possible threats the predicted benefits.

To add, Salganik (2014) stated that the principle of beneficence represents the researcher’s efforts to lessen risks to
participants and optimize their possible gains. He addedhbatesearcher should ask if there is any way to aghhesy sane
experience and information but with lower riskgparticipants.

As to the possible benefits that this study entailéstgarticipants, there were no direct benefitsartipipating in this
research study via interview. The participation of theigipant only helped me in gathering knowledge about xperi&nces of
public elementary school teachers who teach all sshjgithin one class or section. The findings of this stinbyyever, could
possibly provide a basis for recommendations in improthiegexperiences of those DepEd teachers who havestemad the
elementary subjects in ord@rteach one class section.

With regards to the possible risks that were posed bytinity, concrete measures were employed to minimizeisisy
in the event that my study was conducted. Since the mgg@indemic was still happening, no facdace interaction with the
participants happened during the realization of this studtilized Google Meet or Zoom to conduct my IDI with myested
participants. | also kept in touch with them via text, dadicebook Messenger, e-mail, etc., depending upon thenienge and
preferencef each participant. These were déoavoid any possible health risks to both myself maygarticipants.

On the other hand, possible psychological risks wer@edicas the nature of this investigation pertains moréhen
technical side of employing straight teaching. As suchintieeview guide questions did not focus on any sensitivesaphich
might make the participants highly vulnerable. Duringdbreductof the study, | addressed their possible discontfpdonstantly
nodding and reassuring them that they were doing fiatsol allowed my participants to withdraw from the studthaiit any
penaltyor other possible repercussiomstheir account. Also, they were nmt obligedto present their reasons, should they decide
to suddenly withdraw from participatinig this inquiry.

The study also bore no legal risk as the researcher @mnpith all the ethical standards and measures imposecd by th
SMCTI Research Ethics Committee (REC). Proper permissionsndutations, and forms were appended to provide evidence
that the study had followed and conforntediational and international laws with regatd¢he ethical conduddf research studies.
In the same way, the study also had no social risk ae#earchermured that the confidentiality of the participants’ responses
were highly prioritizedn this undertakingn fact, | have indicated below a numloéiconcrete measurésmaintain confidentiality
of the research proceedingswell as the anonymity &ll of my participants.

The third principle mainly point® justice, which concerns mainign the impartiality of treatment among the participants
as well as their entitlement to privacy (Barrow et 2020). Furthermore, Nambisan (2017) said that this theoryqtesnequal
treatmenfor all andan equal sharingf the research's possible costs and benéfipsevented the abusé marginalized peopler
those who are easily exploited due to their present ¢onslit

In this inquiry, | made sure that all of my participants wesated justly. My research participants were selectaglephy
through the use of appropriate methods for participant s@letih my case, purposive sampling fitted this desiredrimite Thus,
in my study, only those participants who passed the inclusiteriaof this study were deemed qualifiedthe recruitment process
of the participants. Notably, there were no qualified paints who were denied of the right to participate initigsiry due to
their personal classification which may include but metbe limited to gender, sex, and ethnicity.

As to the meeting place, the use of online platforms semsidered ideal in the present time sipgajtpetl the threat
of possible COVID-19 infection. The researcher utilized@e Meetor Zoomto gather her desired research data. Taking this into
consideration, | also made sure that participants had a stable internet connection througheutdurseof the interview. This
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problem was addressed, as my participants lived in thendrere internet connection was speedy or fast. | alsotlsem airtne

load balance so that they could access the internet divengchedule of our interview. More importantly, thexse adequiz
facilities and resources in conducting this study. | mysal well-equipped with gadgets and modern technology to affordfmyse
to participate in various online meetings. | also retkteeplenty of secondary sources or references to coenible theoretical
foundation<of this narratological study.

Since no participated had withdrawn their pledge to @pete in this study, their responses and relevant perdatel
were kept secureat all times. Moreover, the principal investigator ersithat only relevant questions about the phenomeeoa w
asked and only their relevant and accurate responseseflectedin this inquiry.

Another important aspect that needs consideratioesearchess the issuen confidentiality.As such, | took referende
the Republic Act No. 1013r also knowrastheData Privacy Act of 2012. The National Privacy Commissig@012)acknowledges
the critical roleof information and communications technology (I@Thation-building ands inherent responsibilitio make sure
that personal informatiois secured and protected in public and private sectamivation and communication systems.

In compliance with the said law, the ufeeode names was dotedenote each participaintthis study. This wat make
sure that their identities would never be revealed to thécpBince online platforms were used to accomplish study, the
researcher advised the participants not to share time aneeting link and to use earphones or headsetimtarview as well as
ensured that no individuals were around who could hearaimeersatiornn the area.

To this end, the researcher was highly observing theioment strategies based Shenton’s suggestionso make sure the
trustworthinessf the study which include credibility, dependability, domfbility, and transferability woulbde highly considered.
Moreover, the researcher also observed the prinaipldsr the Belmont Repadid meet the highest ethical standards. Likewise, the
researcher also gave emphasishe aspeadf confidentialityto protect the participants from any forwfsharm.

RESULTS

The chapter displays the narratives of five (5) selected pstiticol teachers who have been practicing straigbhitez
in their respective schools. These teachers were inteddusing the following pseudonyms for privacy and confidétyt
purposes: (1) Jisoo, (2) Amie, (3) Jona, (4) Primerose, and (5) Constance. The teachers’ narratives mostly cover their personal
stories, struggles, strategies, insights, and recomatiend which were heavily inspired from their experisniteteaching all
subjects within one class.

Teacher Jisoo’s Narrative
Straight Teaching in an | P School Context

We are introduced to the narrative of our first teacherseimame is concealed in the pseudonym of Jisoo. Shedas b
assignedo teachin anIP school since the stasf her three (3) yeaid teaching experience. From this point onwavesgetto see
a glimpse of her colorful experience as a teacher wightaall subjectin an P school context.

Gleaned from my interview with her, she mentioned thathstsebeen teaching in the higher grade levels of elanyent
department. This year, she is handling Grade 5 and Grade 6 stndemiiltigrade class. Last year, she taught all stshjacher
Grade 6 class.

“Nagateach ko saGrade 5 ané. Sobale mahulodgo nga multigrade.. last year Grade 6 lang
gyud ko. Ang subject nga akoang ginateach gylahat nang subjects talaga becaas@rade
5 and 6 ngayon | teach Aral Pan, English, Filipino, EPP, EE8& tsno pa the rest nga subjects
lahat akaalaga ... nagthree (3) years gyud ko karonglawa. ”

Jisoo

(I am currently teaching Grade 5 and Grade 6 students. Téémsnthat | am teaching a
multigrade class. Last year, | only handled a Grade 6. dlaasght them all subjects, unlike
nowin Grade 5 and Grade 6 wherein | teach them Social Stiitigtish, Filipino, Edukasyong
Pantahanan at Pagkabuhayan (EPP) and Edukasyon sa Pagpajgd@jeand the rest of the
subjects. Today, is my three yearfn service.)

To provide more background on her teaching situation, #heed straight teaching as no less than a challenging
experience for her. This is more true especially whes khown that she is teaching in an area that is devaideofricity and
internet connection.

“...usahay maglisod naku maghunahuna ug mga ing-ana kay sa tanan nga subject nga emung
i-tudlo niya lisod gyud ... unsa pamay dapat ani oy, niya isa pa wala me kuryente, walay
internet...”

Jisoo

(Sometimes, it was hard to think clearly because | hadatch them all the subjects. It was
highly difficult. To add, we did not also have internet and electricity. )

What is more challenging is the struggle in bringing teagyoin the IP school area. This is due to the factttieatoads
leading to the area are quite bumpy and rocky. Bringupgops would be quite dangerous because her laptop may easily get
damaged because of the unsafe road travel.

“...kay naa man go’y times gud nga magdala ko ug laptop didtoa or panagsa lang gyud kaayo
kay syempre grabe among dalan ... dali ra kaayo maguba emung laptop kung perme ka magdala
tungodsakapowersa dalan...” www.ijrp.org
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(I only brought my laptop on certain occasions. This is izavhen | brought it more often,

there was more chance fotdtbe damaged due to the bumpy roads.)

To add,it canbeviewed that the lackf teaching manpowen the areas evident from theeacher’s response. The school
where shés teachings still smallin size andt was just recent when the school was convertedamitctegrated school. This means
that her schodk still low in teachers.

“... Ang nahitabo man kay ako tanan tungod pud kay lack of teachers mi ... gamay ra gyud
kaaayo mi sa amoang school and then among school bag-o palang pagyudingegqa
integrated ana. someaning kulang gyuahe ug teachingforce...”

Jisoo

(What happened was that | was the one who did all the tasleside we were lacking in
teachers. We were so outnumbered. Also, our schooljughdeclared as integrated very
recently. That means that our teaching workforce whdénstifficient.)

Good Aspects of Straight Teaching
Along the interview that | had with Teacher Jisdoe sever failedo mention the good aspects that come with straight
teaching. She openly shared her positive views towachitegall subjects the higher grade levels of the elementary department.
For one instance, she made mention that she is aiwitly her students throughout the day. She sees thiseasf the
advantage straight teaching.
“...Perme gyud me mag-uban sa akoang mga estudyante... kay straight teaching nga ako ang
magtudlo sa tanang mgabjects... ”
Jisoo

(I amalways withmy students. Thas becausén straight teachingjou are the one who teaches
all of their subjects.)

Another onas thatit empowers the teachterclosely monitor the status progress of her students. Linkadthe previous
idea wherein the students are always accompanied bgrireeteacher, straight teaching therefore enabledh@edisodo closely
assess and nurture the learn@fighe studentm the class.

“So strength para sa bata gyud, and even sa akoa nga part ... or makahatag lang gyud nga
strength sa straight teaching is ... emuhang mabantayan or emuha jong ma-nurture gyud ang
emuhang bata. so makabalo ka sa ilahang progress mismo”

Jisoo

(It is an advantage for kids. That is because based on ngnpkristance, you could really
monitor and nurture your students. You could easily kimir progress.)

In connection to spending more time with the students, dlsey become less intimidated toward their teacherthé
context of straight teaching, the teachers norntiblicate a lot of effort to make their students be ovenli@ar with them. This
makes the lessons and learning process fun for the students.

“...and then teaching stylis isa pajsthat... kamisaakong mga estudyante kay maningkamot
ko nga murag mahimo gong teacher nga dili sila intimidagexkoa, para guided sikailang
leksyon ug mas mahimong fun ang amo&agning...”

Jisoo

(One more thing, in terms of the teaching style, |, asaahter, persevered that my students
would not get intimidated toward me. | worked so that my stsdentild be guided on their
lessons while they hddn in their learning journey.)

Common Har dships Faced Across Straight Teaching
In contrast to the positive aspects of straight teachimgas quite inevitable for Teacher Jisoo to highligletriimber of
struggles that she experienced in her three (3) years of dwaight teaching. The views indicated in this section kéghly
inspired from her responsismy personal interview with her.
The first problem which was mentioned by Teacher Jstloe hardship of handling a hefty number of studentaes.o
She recounted that the current school year, she hiadhandle 59 students from the two classes that she hamdiedaily basis.
“... ang challenge naku karon nga school year kay ako ra isa. And then daghan kaayo ko ug
estudyante, isa gyud na 59 gud sila tanan na so 49 ang &rEdlang Grads...”
Jisoo

(My challengen this school yeais that lamthe only one present and | have plenty of students
to manage. | have 49 students in Grade 5, while | have 10 studérnade 6. In total, | have
59 students.) www.ijrp.org
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The second one points to her difficulty of masterirggdheat number of lessons that she had to teach. égggmo her,
she hado master all the subjects that she ndedeach within a week.
“...Isa sa challenge pud gud kay syempre ako ra isa so meaning kinahanglan naku nga
mahimong Jillef-all-trades kung nay jack-of-all-trades ... Murag ing-anga kinahanglan
naku nga makabalo ani nga subject, karon nga week kinaharedama siya tun-an. Kini tun-
an nakuwug balek, sunod napulllipino...”
Jisoo

(Oneof the challenges isf course, the neddr meto bethe jack-ofall-trades. | havéo master
all subjects. In this week, | have to learn a specificezbjThen, | have to learn again another
subject. Next would be Filipino.)

More so, she viewed time management as a normal burdeshthbfid to go through. This is due to the fact that sthe ha
to divide her time wisely since sketeaching not just two, but all subjects within the cthas she is handling.
“...and then naa pud koy challenge gyud sa time. Time management murag ing-ana, challenge
para sa akoa kay tanan subject emuhang i-tudlo tapos dapatonggiong manager. Great
manager sa emuhange... ”
Jisoo

(I also experienced issuietime management. | struggled heavilyhis aspect because | have
to manageny time better.)

Partially, she also recognized the minor orddahanaging the class. She viewed #ésninor dueto the fact that the
students are already old enougtbe supervised and guided.
“...pagmanage Sailaha pero dili raman kaayo siya gyud gr&bdisod kay dagko naman pud
akong mga students and medyo nakabalo naku gyud pud unsgankiadle... ”
Jisoo

(I also struggleith managing the students, hitits not that much. They are already old enough.
| have also grasped a little on how | can handle them.)

In addition, what surprised her the most was the unanndunsi¢s of the monitoring team in her school. Teacksol
acknowledged this one as a very unforgettable experiemesidee at one time, she was highly unprepared. She heacto the
class unprepared while the principals, school headsthe supervisors are thécemonitor her conduatf classes.

“Ang challenges, katong time nga gebisitaan gyud me ug striker to nga team... And then
nakuratan lang ... murag nakulbaan ko tungod kay dili swak gud ang time, ang subject sa kato
nga time naabot sila. And mao na ang unforgettable para sangoaga moments po sa
straight teaching kay kinahanglatw nga makulbaan ko, kuntahay naay muadto nga
magmonitorsaamoa mga supervisor and all, principal ana school head ngaosaaatoang
eskwelahan and then kinahanglan ko magprepare ... and then kung unsa to nga time then dili
to mao ug dili coincide sa emung subject nga getudlo, sgwliti siya dapat pero ana gud
murag masango siya ana so kato lang gyud nga isa sa unfolgyettament nga grabe naku
kakurat, na hala naa pud sila and then karakara ka ... pero dili gyud siya dapat pero ... dili
gyud mawala sa isa teacher nga murag makuratan gyud and kinahkmglagprepare kay
naa ang mga heads, supervisors or principal and kinahangl@a kagprepare.”

Jisoo

(That time, the challenge | had was when the monitoring tgauld pay an unannounced visit
in the area. | gatoshocked and nervous because the subjects @haclirrently teaching does
not coincide with the supposed time schedule of teachimgubjects. That was unforgettable
for me. | panicked. But | guess it is normal for the teaahéetshocked. As such, you really
needto prepare because anytime, the school heads, supsmigmincipal would visit the area.)

On the other hand, she also mentioned the problem efdanstraints in teaching all subjects. Gained from éarsyof
teaching experience, she strongly claimed thatimhpossibleto teach all subject areas within a day.
“...dili naku matudlo gyud ang tanang subjects. Pagka-ugma napud ang uban ana, niya diba
ang ideal kay dapat matudlo na nemu ... imposible gyud kaayo siya ay ... ambot lang sa uban
pero paraaakoa imposible nga matudlo nemu tanasaisaka day tapos ikawtanama... ”
Jisoo

(I will no longer teach all subjects within a day. | vjilst teach the rest of the subjects the day
after that. Teaching all subjegsstoo ideal and very impossilie achieve. | do not know about
the other teachers, biar me, itis very impossible to teach all subjects within one dayww.ijrp.org
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In support, she indicated that she badivide the subject are@s morning and afternoon sessions. She a}lzc?cates 495

minutes to teach one subject. Even so, she conclhdetetching all subjects within a dayractically beyond possible.

“...honestly dili gyud naku na matudlo ang tanang subject sa usa ka adlaw ... So ang akong

gehimo kay example Science or example English, Math. EndhSP, Filipino karon nga

morning. Morning session, sample kana ang mga subject and ... honestly dili gyud na nemu

siya matackle tanan kay isa ka oras or 45 minutes lang or 40 mindieg isa subject...”

Jisoo

(Honestly, | could not really teach all subjects withireaay. That is why what | did is that |
divided the subjects by sessions. For example, | have EnMlisthematics, Edukasyon sa
Pagpapakatao (ESP) and Filipino in the morning session. Mdicatvas that | selected only a
few of these subjects to tackle within the morning. Ongestilvould normally take one hour,
45 minutes, or 40 minutés finish.)

In relation, she admittedly questioned herself whether laehileg is sufficient for the students or not. From ftfied
response, she asked the quesdfidhe students have really learned from her instruction.
“...and isa pais that... honestly makapangutaika saakoang self kung Lord. enough ba nga
ako lang isa tapos makalearn gyud#ia... mahunahunaan naku or even usahay makaquestion
ko ba nga enough ba to akoang rggé&imo Lord...”
Jisoo

(One more things that you geto question whether the students have learned enough from yo
or not. | could not help bub ask this question.)

Apart from these, one major problem that was encouhtsr&eacher Jisois the challengef exhaustion. She imparted
that there are times when she felt tired due todieaga teacher.

“ ... ang nafeel lang gyud naku no kay murag somewhat na naa igyslriga murag
exhausted gyud siysaakoang part..”

Jisoo
(There are times when | feel thbecomes somewhat exhaustorgmy part.)

Indeed, exhaustion has troubled her in her teaching careerdRRsgashe mentioned that she had no other optioris but
accept this challenge. She made her redolaecept this task with a strong heart and conviction.
“ ...Para sa akoa gyud kay exhausting gud siya ... yet murag no choice man ko so dawaton ...
gidawat pud gud gyud naku ... sa akoang heart ... gihimo nalang pud naku nga willing,
getudloan naku ug acceptance ... ana gud nga i-accept na nga challenge kay for me it is a
challenge gyud pero willingo ngamo undergamna...”
Jisoo

(For mejit was really exhausting. Despite this, | was left wittother choice bub accept this.
| wholeheartedly accepted this task. | conditionedetfiys be willing to accept this challenge.
Although, lamreally willing to undergo the process from the very beijig.)

Ways of Coping in Straight Teaching
In response to her struggles that she has previouslyanedtishe revealed her various ways of coping to thesssfstr
and troubling situations. Reflectad her interview responses are her coping strategies wdriehpresented and analyzed
individually.
In view of the obstacle in managing the whole class,viheed it essential to set the learners ready forcthgsroom
environment. There shoulik ample preparatioaf the physical setting wherein the environment shbalcbnducive for learning.
“...ang mga bata emuhang i-manage ... emuha silang i-ready for learning ... and even ang

classroom environment, ang physical nga setting preparation gylkth&dnanglan nemu nga
conducive foflearning...”

Jisoo

(You haveto manage the kids and make them ready for learning. Youtharesure that the
physical setupf the classroom environmeistconducive for learning.)

In another statement, she also highlighted the négéssipreparationAs such, she preparasadvance the lesson plans
for each subject that she is handlinghe class.

“...ang matag subjects lesson plan prepareran.tkay ako may magtudlo tanannaa gyud
preparation sa matag subjects bg@®ne prepareram siya.”

Jisoo www.ijrp.org
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(In every assigned subject, you have to prepare a lessonTplere should be preparations for

each individual subject.)

Aside fromthe lesson plansgt also paygo prepare the necessary tools and mateiriaéglvance before the day of the
classes, accordirtg her. This includes the visual aids which she has to use.
“...prior pana nga day kay nagaprepare naku ug mga kailangan naku nga regantbol
materials for tomorrow. akoa tanan ang mutudlo sa subjectaven visual aid...”
Jisoo

(Priortothe day of the classes, | spend time preparimthe tools and materials that | nefed
tomorrow. Since | am the one assigned to teach thedap) have to prepare even the visual
aids.)

In preparing the visual aids, she neetieloe resourceful. Knowing that thergeno electricityin the area, she hascreate
visual aids with manila papets cater the visual learneirs her class.
“...kami didtoa wala may electricity, so para mas masabtan sa mga bata, ang mga visual
learner pud kay magsulat ug sassemanilapaper...”
Jisoo

(In our area, theris no electricity. Thatis why we use manila papédp aid the kids who are
visual learnerso understand better the lesson.)

As to the learning resources, she shared that she concemtratedn giving activities to her learners. Moreover, she did
not also forget to take advantagfehe resources that are availaibleheir area which sheanuse in her lessons.
“... more on activity gyud and then mga resources kay nassindibot...”
Jisoo

(There are more activities. | also utilized resoufoa® the surroundings.)

In terms of the struggles in time management, she viewedubidance of procrastination as a key to managedidr ti
schedule. Hence, she usually does the tasks which sheamanpdish as soon as possible. She no longer waitadoe time to
finish her tasks and duties.

“...ang motto lang gyud naku para management jud angisis&y no procrastination ing-ana
gud, don’t procrastinate ana ... the more ka magprocastinate, the more gyud dili mamanage
emung time. Kung naa koy buhaton, naay kinahanaglan nga maacbdwmpts...”

Jisoo

(In terms of time management, my motto is not to procrast That is because the more you
procrastinate, the more you are undblmanage your timef | have task$o accomplish within
this day, | put a lobf effortto accomplish these. | know | could not apply this adltime. That

is because | am not that good in time management. Thatissvmuch as | can, | do the tasks
right atthe moment wheit is assignedo me, especially whet is already needed.)

Despite her efforts in managing her time, she was hamealing that there were times that she still faitethis aspect.
There are instances where she still found herself kiagiover the things which she could have done earlier. ¢jehe very
foundationof this notionis to prepare aheaaf time as always.
“...Niya karon nga day preprareran nana naku for tomorrow peddi gyud na maflawless
... haagyuy timesnga magkara kar&o pero mao langa ang pinakafoundation, prepare ahead
of time...”

Jisoo

(As soon as today, | prepare the things that are needednforrtw. | know it is not that
flawless as there are times when | still panic. Thattig the main point there is to prepare
ahead of time.)

With regards to the problems and constraints in hehteg time, she dismissed the idea that she has to fnamyone
subject to another. For Teacher Jisoo, it is more gakemfinish one subject in an extended time, rather tharying over to the
next subject area. Hence, as per her point of view;egfagded that compromising the teaching schedule is taddable as long
asit is for the learning welfare of her students.

“...as a teacher kay ... dili jud ko magdalidali gyud pud bata kara karahon nga humana kay
next subject nata ... dkb mag ing-ana kay tungod fare bahalag magdugdg basta kay ang
importante nakatoon mo. Para sa akoa nga dili naku sila datidadia sige next subject nata
kay humana ang Science ... ginalet lang naku nga sila nga makatoon or ginalet namu \ga.ijrp.org
mahuman gyud ang amoang leaklase... parasaakoa bahala nalang nga macompromise
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ang schedule.. Kay example Science wala pame nahuman nga tama nga timau4@ssn

humanon gyud naku ngya... ”
Jisoo

(As a teacher, | do not rush to finish and proceed toemy subject. | do not do that because |
wanted my students to learn, even when we spend a loh@f Eor me, | let my students take
their time learning and finishing one class. | do roeif the schedule gets compromisedhe
process. For example, if we are still discussing Scianckeif we have already consumed 40
minutes, | extendhy timeto finish the class.)

In support, she iterated the same idea on a different statehenadded that she usually resumed teaching the rest of the
untackled subjectsn the later day. This happeimscase when time ran ofdr the other subjects to be tackled.
“...I putinto mind ang emuhang mga estudyante ana gud k&g dilisto macompromise ilang
learning tungod lang kay nagafollke saakoang schedule. So kadtong mga subject nga wala
naku na natackle sa isa ka adlaw, sa next day naku siya ... ipadayon ... para sa ako no choice
ko mao nalang gyud. ang way. Unya ipadayon naku ang mga subject nga wala naaukieat
karon...”
Jisoo

(I put in my mind that | do not want to compromise the legrmihmy students just because |
wantto strictly follow the schedule. Sfgr those subjects that | was unatd¢acklein one day,
| discuss them the day after. | continue the discussoause | am left with no choice.)

Indeed, there are instances when the students needimete learn a particular lesson. Thsstrue especiallyn reading.

She pointed that she needs to allocate more time hiece are still some students who do not know hawdd. In cases like this
one, she regarded that sacrificing the scheiduleemed more important rather than sacrificing the leaofiegeryone.

“...lahi ang akong mga studersgbukid kay they need guidance. They need an ample time for

them to learn ing-ana gud daghan kaayo kog estudyante nga ddiaga kabalo gyud mo

basa, naa pagyud non-reader. Reality gyud na nga mga estudgmntdili pa kabalo

makabasa, compromise ba nalang ba nemu sila? dili nalang rlantagslon tungod kay

nakaschedule, so kinahanglan jud ka mag-adjust, kinahanglagaekenangeta ug way para

pud nga tanan makalearn”

Jisoo

(My studentsn hinterlands are different because they need guidance. Eedyample timéo
learn. That is because there are students who areastiteaders. That is reality. Would you
compromise their welfare and disregard them because youtwdollow the schedule? You
really reedto adjust. You have to find waysr themto learn.)

As to the troubles that she usually kept on her ownreslized that it is important for her to be honesiulht to her
school head and her colleagues. This is one way of cagirspe humbles herself and let others know her persordéns and
problemsin the classroom.

“...kinahanglan ka nga mahimong honest sa emung feeling, kinahanglan ka nga emuhang

mashare na sa mainly sa emung ... school head ... ang emung gina undergo nga process sa

emuhang suld sa inyong classroom ... mahimo lang gyud ko nga humble ... dili nemu akooon

ang tanang burden, tanang problemahareo your school head evesacolleaguesemu...”
Jisoo

(You need to be honest and share to the school headotesg that you follow in the classroom.
You have to be humble. You should not have all the mgrded problems on your own. You
haveto share thest your school heads and colleagues.)

What also comes handy doing straight teachinig to have more experienced colleaguethe same field. Knowing that
they already possess the wisdom which they can impdnebojtinior teachers, she was able to overcome thggles that lse
encountered along her journey.

“...kami man noon tanan gyud ... straight teaching pud mi, kami nga intermediate pero sila
naa man pud silay own nga mga knowledge ... wisdom ... ako lang pud gud nalagpasan lang
pud gyud tanan tungod lang pud gyud kay naa koy mga kauban nggphdnd's

Jisoo

(All of us really do straight teachingle are still new while the others already have knowdedg
and wisdonon it. | was ablgo overcome all the challenges because | mayeolleagues who
are already experiencédit.) www.ijrp.org
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Above these, she also asks wisdom, strength, and assistandbe Divine Progenitor to be able to givel% steidents

the kind of learning that they deserve in her class. Thisaysghe significant effect of her religious faith towahds way of
surviving asa teachein the hinterlands.

“...mahimo lang pud gyud ko nga musaleg sa Ginoo nga hatagan gyud ka niya ug wisdom sa

kanunay nga wala man gyuy imposible kay Lord, pero ana bal ardatabange ko karong

adlawa ing-ana nga eventhough nga ako ra isa diri kana na niyandgglith estudyante,

kabalo walay imposible nga mahatag gud gyud gehapon naku argpaning nga deserga

akong mga estudyans®ana, take hard, have faith murag anarhe:g. ”

Jisoo

(I entrust everythingp God, hoping thaitle will grantmewisdom all the time. Theiie nothing
impossible to Him. | ask God to help me this day. Eveew am the alone in teaching my
multitude of students, | know for sure that it is not imgdesfor me to make them learn the
knowledge that they deserve to get. That is why you havk kard, be strong and keep the
faith.)

Employing Non-traditional Teaching Strategies
Notably, it was stressed repeatedly in the interviéxas Teacher Jisoo has been fond of utilizing non-frawdit teaching
strategies in her classroom. This fact is mirrored arirtierview responses wherein she openly narrated anddshar personal
storyto me.
First, she relented that she frequently engages the stueattively participate in various activities such gsorting.
Thisis dueto her personal style and preferetasee the students doing something like sharing theghitssn front of the class.
“... sa akong teaching style kay ... magpaactivity, hilig ko magpareport mao na akoang
nabantayan sa akoang sarili. Ganahan ko nga makita akoangstogiyante nga naa sa
atubangan ... mga para sa akoa mao na akong teaching style gud ... sa akoa kay gusto kaayo
ko makita gud sila nga nagarepartnaa silaynashare ilahang own insight...”
Jisoo

(My style in teaching is that | usually employ activitieike to assign my students to do a

reporting. That is what | observed on myself. | liks¢e my students in front of the class. My
teaching style really tells me that | like to see nuglshts do a reporting as well as be able to
share their own insights.)

In connection to this idea, she also highlighted the impaetahasing localized materials and examples to comddixe
thestudents’ learningaswell asto make this more meaningffdr them. In this way, the students woule ableto apply what they
learned in their daily living.

“So kabalo man gyud ta tanan nga para gyud nga mahimong meaningful ... mahimong mas
real sa ilaha ang experience ... real sa ilaha ang learning and through that maapply ... nila sa
ilang own life nila, own daily living nila. So ang strategy gyud ana kay ... indigenous nga mga
materials or even ... akong ginahimo sa strategy naku kay localize gud or contextualize nga
learning ... Naa kay mga examples sa emuhang process sa teaching ... ipang example nemu
kay dili gyud nang far out nga mga things wala nila nalitda nila naexperience...”

Jisoo

(We all know that giving meaningful, authentic, and experétgarning means that they can
apply their knowledge their own daily living. Thais why the strategy theisto localize and
contextualize the learning and materials to the indigenoydepedou have examples in the
teaching process which are not that far from what tisenally see and experience.)

Personally, Teacher Jisoo also acknowledged the foedter to be the facilitatorin the classAs such, she deenis
essential for her to employ various facilitation sig#&sein teaching her claga their area.
“... I need to improve in being a facilitator to learning wherein I provide variety of of ways in
instructing... ang variety sa strategy, variggypagfacilitatesa pagtudio sa ilaha...”
Jisoo

(I needto improveon how | facilitate the learningf my students wherein | should employ
various ways of instruction, strategies and facilitatioteaching them.)

Admittedly, she noted that theisthis one point wherein she became too fixateasing just one preferred teaching style
in the classln supporto her previous claim, she opposed such idea and affitma¢¢here shoulte varietyin termsof her applied
teaching strategies.

“...Kay katong man gud ako sauna tungod kay daghan kaayo ... kog subject nga ginatudloan

akoa tanan, so meaning ... naaply naku kung unsa ang prefer naku, kung unsa ang naandagmw.ijrp.org
Usual nga ginahimo mao nalang pud akoang perme ginahimo. mgda naku nakahunahuna
nga kinahanglan naku usabon napud, lahi napudmgagy... ”
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Jisoo

(That is because before, | taught a lot of subjects. htaalfjof them. That means | was only
ableto apply what | usually ddn doing what | usually do, | was unable anymore to ndatie¢
| have change this way and chamggteaching strategy.)

Moreover it is also usefuto make the students watch vidéoghe class. This dueto the fact that heearners’ attention
span and interest increase when she utilized videosrite$sons. Their focus heightened and they enjoyed oft#e as they
engage with this kindf technologies.

“...example didto sa mga lumad nga estudyante gyud naku kay more sila nga mo engage or
more sila nga makafocus kung naa silay makita nga video. Mao gyud akoang nabantayan...
Pero mao akoang nakita sa ilaha kay ... taas silag attention span kung magpatan-aw ka ug
videossomeaning kung ganahan sila ananas great ilang learning kay tungod kagrenjoy
sila...”

Jisoo

(For example, my indigenous students become more engadefdars in class when they
watch a video. This what | usually notice. | withess that when | haverttveatch videos, their
attention span increases. They like it and that is dgrezduse they are learning while they are
having fun.)

Unfortunately, the area has electricity. It is also difficultto bring cellphones and laptop. Only few of the residentse
area are cellphone owners. These make the introdwdtemucational videos difficult. Accordirtg Teacher Jisoo, learning would
have been more impactfifilthese privileges are widely availalitethe area, since these highly appeal the inteféke learners.

“...Syempre walay kuryente, walay mga cellphone, wala laptop, wala silay salida, naa lang

pero gamay ra hga mga tao didto kana rang maka-afford anme8ning kana new man sa

ilaha so mas gusto sila mo engage. So kung naa lang gyud kudigitate so siguro mas

effective gyud guro kay dako pud baya gyud ug contribution angmagaictionabideos...”
Jisoo

(Of course, theres no electricity, cellphone, laptop, and videos because awhof the people
there can afford these. That means to say that thieseshthem more because these are still
newto them.If only there was electricitiy the area, teaching would more effective because
instructional videos can really help.)

Aside from this, facilitating classes in groups pose atdgps toward her teaching stint. She viewed facilitatisn
advantageous since facilitating activities lessensvieall workloadf the teachein facilitating, shenolonger needto doall the
teachingn the class. All she neettsdo is to direct and guide the students toward their legrni

“Ang mainly lang gyud kay para gyud nga malessen ang load oreang emuhang burdea
pagtudlo sa tanang subjects, so you tend to go with murag mgaiexta isa ka subject.
Sample mag-activity ka sa subject, so palihikon nemu ang emgagestudyante dili lang kay
ikaw ang magtudlo tanan, ikaw magyawyaw tanan so naa lang kay g@aaustruction ...

so katong ... matag grupo tawagon lang ... matag leader sa matag grupo or even before pa
magstart ang klase emuhang group sila daan and then ang laaaleg muadto sa emuha.
And then mag-instruct ka sa ilaha mga leaders and muadtoadél sa ilahang mga grupo.
And then mag-instruct sila even ikaw pud magfollow-up ugres$iton sailaha...”

Jisoo

(The main point there is to lessen your loads and burdeeadhing all subjects. You would
want to assign activities in one subject. For examplenwlou assign an activity in a certain
subject, you make the students do something. You do nalqustost of the talking. In every
group,you just call the leadeto cometo you even before the classes start. You give the leaders
instruction, then each leader will return to his/her retbge group to relay the instructions to
their groupmates. You also have to give follow-up ingioas to them.)

In relation to previously discussed notion, contextualirais also a great move to make the learning activé@essly
relatableto the learners accordirig Teacher Jisodn her own poinbf view, this produces good results since this helps herrgtide
learn more, unlike when she asks thtermerely read the uncontextualized textbooks.

“Definitely murag para sa akoa kay makatabang gyud siya kay ang didtoa man gud kay diba

sa every subject kung emuhang tan-awun ang mga textbook gyudilkgyud kaayo siya

contextualize or even naay mga examples nga dili kaayo akanelate ana. So, kung emuha

siyang ieontextualize butangan nemu emuhang activity ug murag contextualization ... naa na

sa ilaha activitiesosila dako na silag impastilaha....” www.ijrp.org
Jisoo
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(Definitely, in my opinion,it canreally help because wheou scan the textbookgpu will see
that the examples are not contextualized and relataltleet learners. When you devise an
activity, you contextualize it. These activities have great impattiem.It shouldbe noted that
you should not move away from them becaysehaveto facilitate the class. You hateroam
around the classroom.)

As opined by Teacher Jisoo, the general point in straggiching is for the teacher to find means to lessemwbrkload
without compromising the quality of teaidents’ learning.In addition, teachers must find watgscreate activities which are highly
meaningfulto the learners.

“...mangeta Nalang ug way nga para mas gaaakoa and even mas meaningful gadlaha.
More on activities, maningkamkb nga more on activities gyud sauna kay para dili kaayo pud
hago sa akoa nga part and meaningful gasd ... ”

Jisoo

(I'just haveo find waysto lessermy workload and make their learning more meaningftihe
same time. | give more activities. | would perseveréhturto give them activities before. This
is because it makes your job easier and it also makedahmiing more meaningful.)

Innovating Classr oom M anagement Practices

After discussing her teaching practices, Teacher Jigmat into sharing her few innovative classroom management
practices. She regards thisanother essential facet of straight teaching, sineergentioned earlier the minor struggle of managing
thestudents’ behaviorsn the contexbf a straight teaching class.

In terms of class discipline, shievised thesystem of assigning groups, each witlymup leader, to maintain the orderliness
of the entire class. In times when conflict arisediwithe classroom, it then becomes easier for her tessithis by asking the
leader to tell her about the whole situation.

“So katong Grade 6 ko, ang ginahimo lang gyud naku is that ... naa silay grupo. So naa na
silay grupo nga mga I think 7 sila o 8 sa matag grupo ... in one group ... Naa silay leader
matag grupo and then kusgilahang matag grupo kay naay mga concerns or even naay mag-
away... dili naku maglisod nga mapoint out or mangutaakung unsa ang nahitabo ana nga
grupo kay akoa nalangwagon... ang leader ana...”

Jisoo

(When | was assigned in a Grade 6 class, what | usuallyaddo form groups among them.

Each student group consists of 7 to 8 members. Each greup leader. When there are

concernr commotionsit would notbe difficult anymoreto know what happened because the
leader is there to explain things.)

She also viewed the essential use of routines in ujpigoblhssroom management. This makes managing the alsiss e
since her Grade 6 learna@analready follow the instructions. And by using routiireghe class, students already knew whbato
everyday. This gives them the sen$eesponsibility, since they are given tasks that theg @ accomplislin the class.

“...Daily nga routine nga unsaon nemu pagmanage nga dili naka mahago kay tungod adviser
man pud gud ko sa Grade 6 sauna ako pagyud nagtudlo tanang subjastrealessen ang
emuhang kahago kung kabalo na sila sa ilahang buhaton eveoydapat kinahanglan nga
naay daily routine ... kabalo na sila sa ilang buhaton everyday na even before magstart ang
class after mahuman ang matag subject unsay buhaton anaeAmdutrag mas paisaakoa
kay mas murag datia mamanage ang class kung dili ikaw tanahatagan pud gud ang mga
student kay dagko naman placsila ana. So mahatagan nemu silag responsibdipara kung
magkinaunsa man naa kay mataway

Jisoo

(My daily routine consists on how to avoid hassles inaging the class. That is because | am
also the adviser of my Grade 6 class. | am their adsisérat the same time | teach all their
subjectsln this regard, | make them familiarize their dailytinasto make things eadpr me.
They already know what to do each day even beforel#sses start and after each subject
concludes. In every subject, they already know what tdrdthis way, managing the class
becomes easier. Thatbecausé is nat only you who does everything. You assign the students
their duties because they are already matured. Youlgive tesponsibilitgothat they always
know what to do whatever happens.)

Accounts of Triumph and Personal Transformation in Straight Teaching

Aside from the personal defeats which Teacher Jisoo draé across in her teaching journey, it could not be dehad
she also had stories of renewal and success that stexlgdbng the way. She shared her personal accountswoshegohas
discovered that she was successful in her goal whichtesath her learners. On the other hand, she asp.iwithigeseshe was
transformed by the experience into a more developeddeank professional.
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Mainly, she considered hersasuccessful when she sees her students apply what theelehenedn their ég%munity.
She acknowledges this when she recognizes that shabless deliver a meaningful learning experierioder dear students.
“parasaakoa kay when. | say success or when | say triumph giidwhen | seeny students
being educated in a way na those learnings ... they can apply in life ... mahimo siya nga
meaningful sa ilaha para sa akoa kay success na, kaguthaga makita nemu emung
estudyante nga nakabalo sa emuhang sa sulod sa classroonerAathtihang nakita sila sa
community ngana-apply to nila ing-ana, fome it’s a success...”
Jisoo

(For me, | feel successful when | see my students abdwblweach them. It is when they are
able to apply what they have learned in real life. Wieaming becomes meaningful to them,
that is the time that | can say that | am successfulariage to gain success when | see my
students learin the classroom and apply these learningheir community.)

As an example, she recounted a memory wherein she hased&mew that her indigenous students were able to apply
the proper stepsf handwashing which she taughboneof her class. This was amazing knowing that this rargbpknsn the area
where she teaches.

“...Murag ing-ani kay naa toy one time gyud nga simple ra gyudokaisgctually... nga naa
gyud diay silay natun-an. Kay naa toy time.. muragsaamoa lango ngasahealthto namu.
Siyempre kung naa ka sa mga bukid kay ang mga tao gyud sa bukid kay ... ang mga lumad
didtoa kay rare kaayo nga. wala gyud sila nakabalo kung unsa ang proper way ug
handwashing ana. Kana nga handwashing, wala sila kabalo ... Pero kadto nga time kay naa
lang gyud toy isa ka estudyante nga nakita naku murag nangadta community and then
nakita naku siya and then nachika chika ana so naistorya. And then murag while ... nagaligo
to siya ato and then kato nga time kay kabalo na sila anangatmge and all.. geapply
katong proper gud nga stegshandwashing...”

Jisoo

(There was this one time when a simple event happenedh widde me realized that they
learned something. There was this time when | taughttbamgén the Health subject and then
they eventually learned the proper way of handwashing. iBhonsidering the fact that
indigenous people do not really have the awareness péiphandwashing. That time, | saw
one student when we visited the community. | saw hemigikith her friends. While they are
taking a bath, | noticed that they already know treeafsoamswell asthe step®n howto do
the proper handwashing. )

With regards to the time constraints present in straggdhing, Teacher Jisoo remarked that the experiencehitseifi
and developed her. In doing so, she learnedtbananage her time properly.
“... saakoa kay straight teaching, akoa tasahlimited akoang time para magprepare. So ang
impact gyud sa akoa is that | am being honed murag na honegl kayo kung nga kung
unsaon siya paghandle kana. Unsaon siyapecially satime management...”
Jisoo

(For me. Straight teaching means that you have to doeathtks and be afforded with limited
timeto prepare. Sdts impacton meis that | was abléo hone how | handle my situation. That
is true especially in time management.)

In connection, the experienoé straight teaching also taught Hetbe more kind and patient. She reflected that she was
ableto develop more patience to her students espedalhowthey progresseéh her classroom.
“...mas nahimo kong kind or patiersta kung unsa ang progresa akoang mga estudyante
tungod kay nakita man naku sieery ... ang ilahang progress throughout the day/ba...
Jisoo

(This madenemore kind and patierin howmy students would manifest their progress. That
is because | get to see their progrfesshe whole day)

Indeed, her love and passion toward her students have been one of the highlights of Teacher Jisoo’s insights in straight
teaching. Her heart was filled with happiness seeingthdests attain the education that they are working lwirdrf spite of her
exhausting job as their teacher, she is genuinely hagmable to dedicate herself to the teaching service.

“... pero at the same time tungod kay sa nahimo naman pud gyud naku nga passyogud
ang teaching and then nalove napud naku akoang mga students pudalansileatan-awun
nga nakalearn gyud, naeducate ana gyud. Mahimo pudkgygh happy syempre kay nahimo
ko nga close sa mga students, nahimo ko attach sa ilaha nga ik@bafo ko sa pRatgiep.org
progress ani nga bata, unsay weakness ani nga bata ... So kabalo ko sila pud na komportable

pud sila,so happy, nalipay pu#lo nga naka-impart kog somethisgilaha and gensila in
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returnsaakoa.At the same time kadto siya exhausting pero yet happy gpgdgeud gud
gehapon...”

Jisoo

(But at the same time, | become passionate in teachahgp learned to love my students. It is
satisfying to witness that my students are learning anchtuinio educated individuals. | feel

happy that | become close with my students. | becomehatiato them. | get to know their
learning weaknesses and progress. | also know thattdloestre comfortable with me. This
makes me happy because | was able to impart something widli@ lsomething in return.

Despite this being exhausting, | am still happy about it.)

Call to Departmentalize Teaching Workfor cein Hinterlands
Being ablgo know the majorityof Teachefisoo’s untold narrativest is nowtimeto uncover her suggestions which could
be useful on improving their teaching conditions in treaaMainly, she gave her two suggestions addressedutartty to the
authoritiesof the Departmeraf Education (DepEd).
For the first one, she called for the departmenti#dizaf teachers in the far-flung area. She pleadtht® assignment of
more teacherim their schooin orderto cover the insufficient numberf teacheron-duty.
“... akong recommendation gyud DepEd authorities, kung puwede lang gyud kay mahatagan
gyud ug teacher especially gyud ang mga naa sa bukid ... mga eskwelahan ana mga far-flung
areas kung puwede lang nga mahatagang enough nga teaching forcekay para pud nga
matarong or madepartmentalize. Gusto pud gyud naku nga madepatize ang among
intermediate.. samasaakoang geingnan ganiha lahigyud... ug puwede DepEd authorities
kana mahatagame ug teachergidtoa...”
Jisoo

(My recommendation to the Department of Education (DepHtioaties is that they should
assign teacheis the hinterlands where there are schools lodatéd-flung areas. amhoping
that we should be supported with enough teaching workfortieasave can operate properly
and eventually become departmentalized. | really wanted school to become
departmentalized because there really is a differencea whappens. The DepEd authesi
mayassignh more teachdrsthese areas. )

By having more teacheits the service, she and her fellow assigned teaetmrkl havetimeto restfor a while, knowing
that they have partneirs which they can trust their other teaching respornsédslwith. This calls us badk her previous narrative
which entails her exhaustion digethe fact that she has to do all the teacloingl the subjectin one class.

“...kuntahay kung straight teaching man ko kay murag na nemu siya’g ... second teacher ...
partner na nemu siya in teachingmakapahulay-hulay pudka kadale...”
Jisoo

(In an instance, in straight teaching, it looks like thatgel®comes your partner in teaching.
You can take some rest then.)

Undoubtedly, she cried that departmentalizasiawuld happen. Accordint her,it is quiteaninjustice for the teachens
the hinterlands, since they have few teachesgrvice unliken the lowlands. Moreover, learning would have more impadfun
when learners in their area would encounter different teacheis.is due to her claim that teachers use different aretg
strategiesn teaching the class.

“...Lisod siya parssaamoa ana anshpara langaakoa honestly kay gud siya ug somewhat
.. injustice siya sa amo part sa bukid. ... kay kung bukid gyud diay ing-ani gyud diay, ikaw
gyud diay tanan ... puwede gud unta nga madepartmentalized me kung naa lang enough nga
mga teachers nga muadto sa amoa, ma-assign sa amoa bgHay oen gud gyud guru ug
maestra nga naghulat nga mahimong maestra, mahimong regukarealize lang gyud naku
kung mas daghan ang teachers ... kay mas nindot jud gud guro ang learning ... sa mga
estudyante ... Kung i- compare nemu ... kadtong straight teaching kung sa departmentalize
syempre lahi-lahi gyud ang ang maestra. Lahi nga maestralahi lahi ug idea, mas daghan
time, mas daghan ug variety of strategy ang matag tea@®®mas meaningful, mas nindot,
mas alive, mas fun ana compaesstraight teaching nga ikawa ranan...”
Jisoo

(It is quite difficult for us. And honestly, | guess we feed injustice on our side as hinterland
teachers. That is because when you are assignedhintkdands, you have to do everything
on your own. There should be departmentalization in this wémerein there are enough teachers
who will travel ancbeassignedh our area. There are many teachers who are wadtinghired

as regular employees. | realized that it could have beer lvehen there are more teaahgfiSerg
That is because in that case, there would be betterngampportunities for the students. As
opposedo straight teaching, departmentalized teaching taps diffezanhers. When there are
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different teachers, then there would be different ideaseTivould be plenty and various

strategies will be employed by each teacher. In that ésmming would be more fun and
meaningfulin contrast to straight teaching wherein you have to do/geg on your own.)

Now, we have come to uncover a portion of Teacher Jisoos’ story. We learned from her narratives the struggles and
victories that she achieved in experiencing straighttegc Regardless, there is still plenty to be done fmrave her teaching
conditionsin the hinterland area where she is assigned.

Teacher Amie’s Narrative
Surprising Eventsat the Onset of Straight Teaching

Holding the dream of teaching indigenous learners, shenmilingly accepted the huge responsibility to teaclannlP
school in the hinterlands. As the turn of events takes its course, Teacher Amie’s teaching experience has been a box that is full of
twists and surprises. Being a newcoiinghe fieldof teachingn a public school, she opentximeher personal storieshow she
started in this line of profession which she has amoBe introduce her, she has been doing straight teafiriroge (1) year and
six (6) months.

“] year and 6 months. Tanan sidjects.”
Amie
(1 year and 6 months. Atif the subjects.)

From being a substitute teacher in kindergarten, she wagthbassigned to teach in a higher grade level. Not thralyy
she was also taskéalhandle a multigrade class. Her situation presentstatiasson her part. She viewed thasquite a challenge.
“ ...wala ko nasanay ng ing-ana ... when I become a sub-teacher akong gitudluan is Kinder,
pag-abot sa akong item higher grade, lahi man gud ang sa bata kat@ygkggsa sa dako,
aside sa higher grade, multigrade pa jud. So akong mga challenges siguro... pag-adjust sa

klase...”
Amie

(I was not used to this. When | was assigned as a sufeteat¢aught kindergarten students.
Whenmy plantilla position arrived, | realized the difference bedwteaching kids and teaching
learners of higher ages, not to mention that that mgms&nt is to teach multigrade classes.
My challenge mainly pertairte my adjustmenbn conducting the classes.)

Difficulties Faced in Straight Teaching
Accompanied by her adjustmeinsthe field are the struggles that she feefacein teaching all subjects within one class.
During the interview, she recounted her notable teachinggles. She expressed the obstacles which tested heyr @mbdurvive
in such rough teaching condition.
Teacher Amie relented that she mainly felt the hassleeahaustion in traveling the area where she is assigrteddb.
On her way there, she still has to walk a considemistance to reach her destination. Upon her arrival, akanh time to rest
because she neettsimmediately take caref her concerni school.
“...Hasol, hago, kapoy tapos asidaamoa man gud sidmbaktasonon pa, layo kaayo among
area, pag-abosa eskwelahan, klasef coursedi man puwede pag-abaa eskwelahan
magpondo ra...”
Amie

(It issuch a hasslét is also exhausting. After a long distaricavalk by because of the distance
of our area location, we also have to do somethingusecae could not just do nothing in our
school.)

She also expressed her plights in teaching numerousediffeubjects within one class. In fact, she revedlatishe has
to teach 80 9 subjectsn her single class.
“...lisod siya mutudlo ug tanan nga subjects... like sa Grade 6, how many subjects will they
have, they have | think 9, 8 or 9 subjects, sa ing-ana ka daligd kaayo magtudio ug lahi
lahi...”
Amie

(It is difficult to teach all subjects. Like in Grade 6, | thinhave to teach 8 or 9 subjects in
total. That is how maniy is. Itis difficult to teach a variety of subjects.)

These hefty tasks bring exhaustion to her side. Thigdause she has to work on the challenge of teaching raultipl
subjectsn one classOn top of this, she also has to take care of the papédevedter she finishes her classes.
“[ feel like kanang lisod jud siya. Mura naka’g part sa teacher lisod jud siya kaayo, lisod jud
siya kaayo... exhausted jud siya... overload... Naa pay paper works, after nimo sa klase, naa
pay mga papeworks.” www.ijrp.org
Amie
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(It is very difficult. In our partasteachersit is absolutely challengingt is exhausting. You are
overloaded with tasks. Aside from having classes, you ase to take care of your paper
works.)

In connectiorto this, she ha® use and divide her time wisely, since she neg¢datlocate longer teaching hours. This
dueto the fact that the students could not master the léssmshort spaof time.
“...pag-adjust pud sa oras, because kay naa may mga subjects nd meddg kanang taas-
taas nga allotted time, and kana na time dili pa gyudyaarskabisado nilsaing-anara nga
kamubo naoras.”
Amie

(You also have to divide your time. This is because taeresubjects which need longer time
allotment. On topf this, such timés too short for learners to master the lesson.)

Aside from the hasslef teaching all subjectsye cometo know from TeacheAmie’s narrative that she was also compelled
to teach subjects which she personally do not Biceexample of thigs the subject, Mathematics, whidnot her favored subject.
“Tapos aside from hasol siya sa akoa sa pagtudlo, hasol siya kay dili tanan subjects kabisado
nako. Like labi nasaGrade6, nga nay mga higher Mathematics, niya dili kayko haaiflath,
mapugos ka as a teacher nga matudlo jud nimo na siyanareubjects.. ”
Amie

(Aside from the hassle that the teaching itself briitgs,also a hassle knowing that there are
subjects which | am not good at. For example, in Gradlb®ye to teach higher Mathematics.

Admittedly, | am not that good in Math. So as a teachesd forced to teach this along with

other subjects.)

In terms of her emotional aspect, she also revealedlieatvas stressed due to her situation. She admitteldethjab is
quite stressful because she has a lot of subjects to teafact, this stress has escalated to the extenstieatven worried about
theseasshe arrived at her home. Fortunately, it did not makelégressed.

“...siguro emotionally stressed, di ptalmag depressed kay ta@skaayo ang depression no?
stressful emotionally. Physically, and emotional strggaro. Grabeng stress kay pag-abot
nimo sa klase kay daghan kaayo ang subjects and then padpalagapag-abot sa balay ang

stress kay nadajau... ”
Amie

(Perhaps, | felt emotional stress. | am stressed buteally depressed because depression is
beyond that extent, right? was emotionally stressful. Even physically and éomatly
stressful. There is a large extent of stress in ddsseause there are plenty of subjects | have
to teach. Moreover, | even carried that stress evenafigingat home.)

In support, she even could not take nesteekends. Her stresssoimmense that her Saturdays and Sundays are still not
enoughto wipe away her stress.
“...Niya kung baga kulang pa ang Sabado ug Dominggo nga rest, murag wala pa nawala ang

stress...”
Amie

(To sum, Saturdays and Sundays are even not effougdst. Even so, | still feel the stress.)

There were also times when she is not ready in hss.cles such, everything in her class was all oveplaee. Students
were distraughdn how disorganized the class is. From this incidentlesiraed immensely the valoébeing prepared all the time.
“Unforgettable experience, kana bitaw magsalimuang kana gong dili ka ready... Kanang
magklase ka and then ang mga bata kay murag mawerla nalang sila ... ang lesson nimo dili
han-ay kung baga ing-ana dili ka ready as teacher. As tedeil@ngan man nato ready

parminte...”
Amie

(Oneof my unforgettable experienceswhen | panicked because | was not prepared and ready.
That moment whegou had your class then the students were just therger shock. That time
when your lesson was disorganized because | was not retehch. Those were the times. As
such, we teachers sholld always ready.)

Moreover, she recognized that one dagot enougtto teachall the subjects. Some subjects take longer torfaish,
whichin turn eats a portioof the time for other following subjects. WWW.ijrp.org
“...niya katong mga subject nga katong murag na behind morning, pag-abot didtoa tapos
makaklaseka afternoonsonaay mga subjects nga nabehswimao napudo magtapal-tapal
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na pudka para mahuraib nimo tong mga subjects na maklase ngadaha tanan within that

maapas nimo ang mdesson. ”’
Amie

(You have to resume teaching those morning subjects whaoh mot taught in the morning in
the afternoon class. This means that there woeilifternoon subjects which will nbe catered

in a day. To compenstate this, you have to teach thaimég subjects on the next day. You
haveto give more timdo catchup with the right lesson schedule.)

As to the learners, she also perceived the difficaftgatisfying their learning needs. She tasonsider a lobf factorsin
the process. First she has to master the lessoes, $he also has be familiar with the learners. Eachde is unique since there
are learners who loved to perform, while others prefdretsilent. Adjusting to these variables was quite diffion her part as a
teacher.

“Kapoy, hago, lisod mucater pud ug lahi-lahi na learners, lahi lahi pud na learners’ styles kay
unlike sa isa lag ka teacher in one subject... Kabisado ang lesson, kabisado nimo ang bata ...
lisod siya kay lahtahi baya ang bata so naay bata nga hilig kaayo ug performance ... niya
naay bata nga muhilom-hilom lang siya. So lisod mé&gsz. ”

Amie

(It is exhaustinglt is difficult to cater learners with different learning styliss quite different
when a teacher only teaches one subject. In thip sgdu have to master all lessons as well as
the learners. This is hard considering the fact thaé ther diverse learners. There are learners
who are fond of class performance, while there a®@tsers who are timid. From there, it is
difficult to adjust.)

Per sonal Stories of Coping

To be able to survive the challenges which have lintigxdn one way or another, Teacher Amie recounted heome
stories of coping. She openly imparted her journey on h@iasjusted on the changes and obstacles that shedmthtoudn.
These ideas are reflected on her verbatim stateméith were transcribed fromy personal interview with her.

To start, she viewed her indigenous learners as one @finee sources of motivation to continue. In fact, sheelsty
said that whenever she thinks of the kids in her sclhiaisl makes her excited to climb her way to the ardwphssignment. She
felt fulfilled to teach her indigenous learners.

“... murag na-overcome ra nako naturally kay kana gong makita nimo ang bata... naturally
akong stress mawala makit-ammn ang bata, kanang musubida ka... musugat sa imoha....
Naturally, mawala rajud akong stress pag-abdialay,ma-excite napudko musubida, makit-
an ang mga bata. Kung baga, sa una paman gud ... ako najud siyang pangandoy nako sa una
nga muteach ug mga Lumad. Maong sa akoa, fulfillment pud sa akgaangaga nagtudlo
pud ko sad ug kanad@ learners...”

Amie

(I guess | was able to overcome the challenges and gteessoment when | see the learners.
When | arrivan their area, they will warmly welcome me. Suddenty,stress disappears when
| arrive at home as | remember them. This brings me baaky desire before to teach

indigenous learners. This is why for me, | felt fulfilledk® part of the faculty who teach the
indigenous learners.)

In response to her issues on time constraints, she deengethéiragement as very timely and essential on her part a
teacher. She has to carefully allocate time to tedichf her assigned subjects. More so, she has to makkessons brief yet
comprehensivéor the learnerto understand these. After all, she could not protedte next lesson without finishing the previous
one.

“...siguro time management dapat well mamanaged imong time followiegctassroom
program. Schedule nimo and then dili nimo like for exarspl@onth kanang-anana subject
tapos allotted times 45 mins. dapat dili naka musobra gal hour... kay kadtong next subject
nimo murag dili na nimo maapas so dapat ang imong lesson mahduct pud kag imong
lesson or imohang presentation madesson nga dili pud musobra nga dapat briefand concise
nga bahalag mubo basta masabtan sa mga bata. Ana sya para pumsgnglanaconsume
nimo siya nga naa juy learning ang mga bata. Dili kegguwede muproceezhanother lesson
nga dili pud nimo mastesabata ang first nga lesson time managemeht’

Amie

(I guess it is on time management. You have to managetigoaiby following the classroom
programme. You have follow your schedule. For example, when your allotieeper subject

is only 45 minutes, then you should no longer exceed beybdrl This is because if yau.§i9.org
so,you couldnolonger catch up with the lesson. Your presentaifdhe lesson shoulokebrief.

It shouldbe concise but easily understandafiie the studentslt shouldbe this wayso that
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learners would learn something from the hours speetaching. You should not procetedhe

next lesson without the learners mastering the curressiklé is reallyon time management.)

Onthe other handt is also handyo be familiar with thelearners’ capacitieslt is importantfor herto be familiar with her
students’ strengths and weaknesses. This aidsrhgraching more easily.
“...dapat pud kabalda samga learningsamga bataln that way, kabalo naka unsay weakness
ug strength pud sa bata so dili napud lisod sa imoha nga magtudigpbgdaghan-daghan
ang subject kung kabalo nagatechniques...”
Amie

(We should be aware on what the students have learneds lnat, we will be able to know
their weaknesses and strengths. It will also be fasyou teach the subjects slowly because
you already know the techniques.)

Another notable idea is her observation on her learners’ preferences. She noticed that her indigenous learners are fond of
participatingn activities.As such, she takes her swéatein inserting activities. This dueto the learners who lovetd have fun-
filled and jolly activities.

“...akong napansirsamga batas masma-excite silasamga activities. So akoang gina-insertan
jud nakoug mga activities ngana-involve jud ang preparation withsaakong mga estudyante,
kay mao jud na kasagaran basta Lumad, hilig kaayo nagsit@a medyo jolly.”

Amie

(What | observed from the learners is that they get eXaithen there are activities. | always
insert activitiesothat they get involveth the lesson. Thas frequently the case whegwou are
teaching indigenous learners. They are fohjlly activities.)

As to her personal stylef teaching, shis oneof the teachers who highly favoured a learner-centdasgroomAs such,
it is partof her major consideratidio think of the learneri every lesson and activity that she gives them.
“Siguro akong teaching styles dapat as teacher naa kay authority tapos of course kumbaga
learnerseentered dapat imo jud ... huna-hunaon ug dapat ibutang nimo sa imong huna-huna
nga imong every lesson, dapat naa ra gyud sa bata, dapat tatigitigsanimo. Kutob sa
activities dapat learners-centered jud
Amie

(Perhaps, my teaching style integrates a learner-cerappedach while | use my authority to
manage them. You have to keep your presence of mind in ewsgnleYou should anchor
every lesson and activity to your learners. In everiyiagtit should be learner-centered. You
should also practice classroom management.)

Apart from her shared pedagogy, she also recognized the ebimoral discipline and authority over her students. What
she meanis that she should exercise her authasiyhat the students would follow and obey her. There shmiddles; otherwise,
her learners will just take her for nothing. Thgartof her classroom management strategy.

“...Discipline, kailangan nimo, dapat you should have the authority, moral gyud na sa isa ka
classroom para naa kay classroom management, dapat naahkaityaas a teacher kay kung
ikaw ang teacher murag pasagad rakaud. wala kay kanang disiplina og wala kay authority
kung baga ang ilang trato sa imo wala lang, so ... wala jud management sa imong classroom
so dapat naa kay authority, disiplina sa mga bata and then ... kabalo sila unsay ilang buhaton.
Ing-ana, i-disiplina sila, disiplinado. Dapat naa kay mga rulapat mag set jud ka ug rules
para sa imohangassroom management.”

Amie

(You really need to discipline them and exercise your authes there should be proper
classroom management practices in the classroom. dgaot hold authority and just let the
students do anythingsthey please, there woulbgno discipline and students would just ignore
you because you do not have an authority over them. Yassrolam would be mismanaged.
As such, you should maintain rulaspart of your classroom management efforts.)

Triumphs, Realizations, and Takeaways from the Experience

Upon probing the insights of Teacher Amie, she cgedeall of her triumphs, takeaways, and realizatiorentato her
experience in teaching all subjects within a single cldsBke the others, she considered the minor things asijer success as
ateacher. Moreover, the experience has taught her a lot bbimg a teachéo the indigenous learners. Also, her realizations made
a markon her professional background which undoubtedly formed avelateed her all throughout.

For an instance, when she found that her learners ledattematics from her, she regardedwijgsrgne of heormaj
achievements. This in view to her previous sentiment that she heiselbt that good and confideint teaching Mathematics.
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“...Maybe for 1 year and 6 months nako nga pagtudlo, bisan pag-inéfite struggle nga na-

experience nako of course... seeing our learners, that they really learned ... about your
teaching. Dako na kaayo siyang fulfillment sa imoha .kitananako sila one-time mi nag Math
syempre murag dili kaayo sila hilig ug numbers So, fulfillmeskoto nakita jud nako sila
nga hala, nag Math ko. And then, nagparticipate man silantkittan nako ba na nakatoon
saakong gitudlo. Dako na kaayo na fulfilment, makit-ammiang bata nga makabasa, makita
nimo ang bata na makabalo. Dako na kaayo nang fulfillmerd,gyad na ang success kung
baga sa ista teacher.”

Amie

(I guess in my 1 year and 6 months of teaching, | wastaldee the learners learn from my
teaching despite the various struggles that | experiencedné&dhat is a major fulfilment on
my part. There was this one time when | withessgdearners learning Math and participating
in my class. Thigs fulfilling considering the fact thatdmnot really fondof arithmetic. | seé

as a major fulfilment seeing my students learn how to redakeerything else. As a teacher, |
consider and own these &y success.)

Reflecting upon her experience, she relayedrtbabatter how heavy the tasks aisa teacher, these are normally part of
her job. This is also true for other teachers as,wetiording to her. Hence, teachers must do their begaydheir role which is
to teach their learnets the besof their ability.

“... siguro as teacher... bisan paglisod ang atong buluhaton, lisod ang atoang buhatonon... so
it’s our task to do nga to teach them kutob sa atoang kaya. Siguro... dili man siya sayon, but
then, ginabuhat nato as teacher nga matudlo ato ang/atehga makaya nato ...”

Amie

(Perhaps, as teacher, | view this as part of my task ¢b tghin the best of my capabilities.
This is despite the hardships embedded on these tasks suchllisghamiltigrade classes. |
guesst is normally not that easy. What mattesshatwe do our jobasteacherso teach within
our limits.)

When askedn her another insight, she also conveyed that effetg#aghing requires more tinfi@ preparation. When the
teacher is afforded with more time, it becomes edsriener to think of the techniques, strategies, and plaroandhe conducts
her classes, unlike when only little time for preparais allocatedto her.

“...Kay kung ... taas ang preparation nimo mas effective siguro ang teaching, kung taas ang
imong preparation daghan kag mga makahuna-huna pakag mga othaqueshuansay mga
strategies, unsay buhaton, mga activities whereas kung gdammy kaayo imong
preparation...”

Amie

(I guess when you have lots of time to prepare, your teackicmnies more effective. This is
because when you have more allocated tyme will have more opportunitieg® think of other
techniques, strategies, and activities which you caryapplike whenyou have little time, you
only have limited preparation.)

When inquired about her advices to the other teachensandhhandling all subjects in a multigrade class, shiegly
offered them the messatgebe highly patient. Thiss because accordinig her, patience keeps the teachers calm and collectits wh
teaching a class which has a huge nunobstudents.

“Siguro teachers ako lang mastonyaadvise for all the teachers that are handling multigrade
classes and subjects, dapat patience, dapat naa jud angeatgglisod man gud ta, bungkag
kaayo ang ulo niya daghan kaayog mga estudyante

Amie

(I guess what ¢anonly shardo the teachers who are handling multigrade classes ackirg
all subjects is to maintain patience. You must haveepeti otherwise it would be difficult for
you. You might get headaches when you have plenty of studiedés your care.)

Call to Support the Teachersin the Area

Upon knowing the accounts of Teacher Amie about her eeqgaas in teaching all subjects within one class, s al
opened the topito give ample suppotb all the teachers assigniecher areaf assignment. She made mentadithe things which
could addo the advantagef the teachers who undergo through all softsruggles justo teachin their area whiclis far from the
lowlands.

For the first suggestion, she requedtedrainings and seminars which could tremendously helih&gain their teaching
journing.By having these programs, the teachers would have opji@$uto discover more ways to teachwthigip degrners.
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“...We really needo train dapatve should undergo trainings, mga seminars... maogahg

pinakadako ug tabang sa mga maestro nga mu-undergo ug trainingshopsrkunsaon
pagtudlo sa mga bata para pud madungagan pud ang ilahang kahibalo
Amie

(There is really a need for us to undergo trainings anthsesn These are a big help for us in
teaching our studengsthese add more knowledge on our part.)

Moreover, she also recommendsake advantagef the huge numbef teacher applicants. She shared that these teachers
should be hired to departmentalize the faculty within tiea.@Each subject in grade level must have different tegchecording
to her.

“Recommendation... daghan man tagachers’ applicants. Isa sigureathe best nga. sagot
0 katubagan siguro. Dapat departamentaiideadaghan sa maestra, puwede man siguro nga
... lahi-lahi ang teacher per subject sa Grade 5 labi n&aades... ”

Amie

(Sincewe have plentyf teacher applicantg,is bestto recommend thate departmentalize the
teaching workforce. | guess there shdotanultiple teachers teaching one subject espedrially
Grade 5 and Grade 6.)

Accordingto Teacher Amie, behind this desfi departmentalizatiors the reality that the current teachers experience
heavy load®f stress. They feel so stressed because each téashterthink of many consideratiangrelationto the job.
“..whereas sa kadaghan ug huna-hunaon ika maestro murag mapsychological ano
emotional na feel stress na sild)
Amie

(In view of the fact that teachers have pleofyareasto conider, theydo really feel certain extent
of psychological and emotional stress.)

In view of this problemit is wiseto have different setsf teachers$o resolve this issudy having more teachens service,
learnerscanlearn more while teachecanalso focusn just one subject.
“...lahi-lahi na gyud siya lahi-lahi nga teacher para the more aagriaitatoon mas daghan
ug learning ang bata kung ang isa ka teacher naka focusksesiggiect...”
Amie

(There shouldbedifferent teachersothat students would learn more, unlike when tieoaly
one teacher who focum each subject.)

Teacher Jona’s Narrative
Being Introduced to Challenges at the Onset of Duty

For our next narrative, we take a closer look on the iragasitcounts of Teacher Jona. As one of the teachars wh
experienced handling all subjects within a single cldss,has also encountered various struggles and obstamheshar way.
Knowing this, her story can be a platform for otheachers to learn some lessons. Moreover, this can radbeethem to gain
inspirationto search for fulfilmenin the fieldof teaching.

During the start of her teaching career, what welcomedaieethe challenges which she has to face and suBeisg. a
teacher in a lower grade of the elementary departmeathad to adjust as she was transferred and assignedharteahigher
grade level As such, she has to find ways to survive the sifdner experiencin straight teaching.

“In transition siguro gikan syempre ako lower grade ko dati unya kalit rag taas, ang ... mental
capacity sa mga bata lahi raman so adjustment napod ali Ken puwede nga magpabilin
lang pod silssalower nila nga mga kahibalo. So, adjustment sar@koa nga mabutang napod
ko sa higher pero diba sa akong giingon gikan sa lower grade handling pageabot sa
higher grade unya additional subject pa gyud na kay syempreaaanga subject sa lower
grade nga.. walasahigher, walasalower grade nga naa sahigher grade. Dilko appointed
ato na mga subjesbsyempre naanad nga naasalower grade. Pero teachers are willing
do with the changes man jud, so diha na mosulod ang pagkamesasaragdiskarte. ”

Jona

(What | experienced in transition is that | was suddenly asdign teaching in a higher grade,
as opposed to being a teacher in the lower grade beforguchs | also had to adjust on the
increased mental capacityrofy learners whiclis different frommy studentsn the lower grade.

| could not just settle on teaching lower grade students. UWgamting the higher grade, there
were additional subjects that were assigned to me. Tt subjects in lower grade that are
no longer present in the higher grade, and | was useddbirtg lower grade learners. Bainggorg
teacher, | have to find ways and be willing to adjus he changes that had happened.)
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Indeed, her previous teaching condition was far differemt fier current situation. She used to be a Gralglg 3 teacher in
school which also has a non-departmentalized faculty.

“Gikan I® year nako dira kay ... Grade 3 paman ko gibutang ato pero same lang japon ug

situation kay imuha man japon tanan subjects, hangtod ngdhiralma ug Grade 6 same raman

kay ... didtoa ondsto one raman dili mami departamentalize unlilkgauban eskwelahan nga

daghan silag maestra mao na nga makadepartamentalize sila. Mao na nga pagsugod ... mao

najud na emuhang way of a// subjects najud kaaisa ka gradéevel.

Jona

(Starting from my first year in service, | was assigin a Grade 3 class. My situation was still
the same as yours not until | was transferred in Grade that situation, the assignment is
summed into one teacher per one class section. Ourd @epartmentalized, unlike other
schools where they have many teachers since #wiftyis departmentalized. This why you
haveto teach all subject® one grade level.)

In her area of assignment, she was also introduced tanssualiro still have to walk and travel a distant patimftbeir
homego their school As their homeroom teacher, she makes sure that sheatnethingto wipe away their exhaustion after their
long journey.n fact, due to this struggle among the students, somedhagen to completely stop studying.

“...e-consider pod siguro nimu ang ubang estudyante mobaktas pa. Kapagypagikan sa

ilang balay walay gikaon unya imuha pajung kumbaga lisod lisororapafsa eskwelahan,

mangita jud ka hga murag mapawiang uban dili na gani mangiskwela kay ligagb... ”
Jona

(You haveto consider other students who neéegvalk certain distance cometo school. They
are still tired walking from their distant homes. As sugaty have to find ways to ease their
exhaustion. In fact, others even gave up their studiesibeit is quite hard for them.)

Unlike in lowlands, teachers in her area of assignmentoo few. This makes the faculty departmentalization
impossible.
“...Kita ... sabukid... limited man ang teachers nga naa karon nga naa na-assigartih
... magpadepartamentalize kay kulang gani mismo angnugara. ”
Jona

(Herein the hinterlands, the numbef assigned teachers are quite limited. Our fadaltyot
departmentalized amnbe seen by the fact thate are shorin teachers.)

In theteacher’s areaof duty,it canbesaid thatit is highly indigenous since the membefshe Ata-Manobo tribe are living
within the same area. From thitsgcanbeinferred that the area has not yet caughbupe current developmeritsthe society since
the area has no network signal and electricity. Heti@aghing here is fundamentally summarized as tabsics.

“Makaingon ko nga native because I'm teaching learners on the mountaineer’s area and in a
specific tribe Ata-Manobo, dili man jud ko makaingon nga adea®ng teaching style diria
kayin reality walay kuryente, walay signsd backto basic jud...”

Jona

(I can see that we are in the indigenous context sincaregeaching in the hinterlands
particularlyin anarea where a specific tribe called Ata Manobo liessuch, | cannot say that

my teaching style is advanced since the reality tetleait we have no electricity and network
signal. Thuswe have to go bacto basics.)

When she compared her previous assignment to her curenston stressed that Grade 6 is more crucial than Grade 3
knowing that the former is a transition period between the learners’ elementary years and highschool days. The grade level serves
astheir preparation toward their upcoming shift to thefufe lifein high school.

“Grade 3 syempreang ... levelsalearner... samga bata dilpa kaayu inganaka crucial unlike
... kaningsaGrade 6 na syempre nga murag transition period gikan pagkarebry hangtod
nga pagkahigh schoal. kay dapat ang estudyante well-prepared na para panghigh
school...”

Jona

(In Grade 3, the level of learners’ formation is not yet that crucial, unlike in Grade 6 wherein it
serves as the transition period between their elemepgamg and their high school years. In
this stage, the students shobklgeared toward their transition to high school.)

Considering thisit adds pressur® Teacher Jona. This because Gradei§the culminatiorof th@igempgrs’gelementary
years. Therefore, shegiven the roldo ensure that learners will master the competencsesibed within the curriculum.
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“Makapressure siya sa pagtudlo sa tanang subject. Kay sa Grade 6 learners knowing nga

katong giingon nako nga last na siya nga stage sa elementagakrnp nga level sa
elementary, unya ang learners ana ... to have the competency nga ginarequired sa atoang
curriculum, syempre mapressure kaunya...”

Jona

(It gives you pressure when you teach all subjects. Thisdause Grade 6 is referred as the
peak level of the learners’ elementary years. Given that fact, there is a need for the learners to
master the required competencies within the curricuhssuch, the pressurereally present.)

Not to mention, there is also the considerationttatearners in the lowlands and the indigenous learneng iaréa are
quite different. Since the paoéteachingn the areas quite sluggish compared the pacén the lowlands, this adds more pressure
on Teacher Amien how she can make her learners catch-up with the otgrgsin mastering the curriculum.

“... e-consider pod nimu imung mga learnerg/Ma mao nasoe-select nimu imung mga topic
mahimo rapong useful sa ilaha kay®upare nimu ang IP’s ug ... diri sa patag, macompare
man jud nimu nga haay kalahian. Diba syempre late man judaraydidtoa, mapressure ka
nga makipagsabayan imuhang estudyante sa mga bata diria sanydaesagcomply pod sa
kadtong curriculum nga atoang ginakoan guige. ”

Jona

(You haveto consider your indigenous learners. You hiav&elect those topics which are useful
to them. Comparetb those learneris the lowlandsyou caneasily see the differencas such,
you get pressuredn making the students here keep up with those stutettits lowlands. You
have to ensure that you were atadollow the curriculum which servessour guide.)

In a school for the indigenous people (IP), there are adsacteons and prohibitions that are neetietefollowed by the
outsiders. Thiss dueto the fact that there are things which the Bisezaafreely do which are not allowed in the area.
“...sa IP’s schooldaghankang butanga e-consider, daghang bawsdilaha nga puwede diria
sa mga Bisaya, daghang ginabusaBisaya nga estudyante nga basallaha...”
Jona

(Herein a school for indigenous people (IP), there are plenty of thivaggou haveto consider.
There are a number of things that we Bisaya, includiagtihdents, are prohibited to do in this
area.)

Upon looking through the general teaching context of Teacer, $he came to a conclusion that the school should
primarily consider théP learners over the pressing concerns of the societahadmentsn their community. With thign mind,
the ways of teachinig the area should be highly matched and applicable tedheers there.

“...unsaon manang advancement ... kung sa ilang community lahi pod ug set-up. So kita nga
teacher sa IP, ang una jud nga e-consider ang atoang estudy@niearers syempre ila-
ilahon man jud nato. So makita jud nimu nga kato imung pagpanudl@agpl sa ilang
lugar..”

Jona

(What is the use of being advanced when in fact we temehcommunity that has a highly
different context? As teachers situated in an IP schoohawe to consider first and foremost
our students. We have to know them closely. You haveddait that your way of teaching is
applicablen their area. Thisgs for themto be ableo apply what you teach them.)

Teaching Difficultiesin Focus
In consonance to the broad difficulties that she shardétk interview, Teacher Jona also recounted her diffieulties
situated in her classroom’s context. This imparts another support to the reality that straight teaching is indeed a great challengeto
surpass with.
To begin, she expressed that she was quite pressuree starsad handling all subjects within a single class.r8layed
thatin her entire yeaof teaching, theres this pressuren whether the students were able to master the curriooiurot.
“Sa tibuok subjecsaisaka klase naksatibuok tuig, ang pressure whether ang akong learner
nakalearn as expected by ewurriculum...”
Jona

(I taught all subjects within one class for an entire dchear. As such, the pressure there lies
on the concern whether the learners have learned the ekpadtieulum or not. Accordingly,
| learned howo deal with thdearners’ needs.)
WWw.ijrp.org
Apart from hepressure, she mentioned that thisrso the exhaustidn teaching the learners. Notwithstanding, she felt
exhausted due to her mixed teaching responsibilities andébledr reports which she has to accomplish.
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“I can describe my preparation in handling all the subjects in Grade 6 learners as exhausting,

dili man sa ingon puro ratas reklamo pero reality mani. Exhausting usahay ... especially kung
naay mga reports diraa nga nagtapun-ogamot andta-exhaust...”
Jona

(My preparatiorin handling all subjects was quite exhausting. | do notyreadlanto complain,
butit is partof the realitylt is really exhausting especially when there are times wieneeded
reports keemnincreasing.)

In having her classes, Teacher Jonatb#sink of a number of considerations and concerns. She statieohth aspect that
she has to consider is the appropriateness of thettfiie learners. Another is the suitability of heesedd activities in her area
or context.

“...One ang period of preparation whether ang topic haom ba sa imuhang mga estudyante.
Unya kung ang mga activities nga imung gigamit suitabkalilang area considering nga ang
ilang area daghan kaayug dapat na timan-an unlikeadbiba... ”

Jona

(One is the preparation phase. You have to considemireiateness of the topic to your
students. You haue discern the suitabilitpf the employed activities considering that there are
plenty of restrictions set in the area unlikehe lowlands.)

Shar ed Per sonal Coping Strategies

In respons¢o all the teaching and non-teaching related concerns thaash&eacher Jona refusedack downAs such,
she shared her personal ways of coping in order to over¢mrm@deals that she went through in teaching all subjétitsr one
class.

The first way of coping that she shared is her creatianto-do list in her personalized notebook. In thigbhobk, she
documents and itemizes all the tasks that she had accoetbéink those that she still needs to finish. Even wiane are times
when some things are still left forgotten, the good tlirtgaving ao-do listis that it guides hett also helpsn saving her time.

“Kailangan nimu ug to-do list, naa pod jud koy notebook to-do list, kung dili notebogk ka
personalize ... nga isulat nimu didto ang para mahan-ay ang tanan, wala kay malimtan
ipanglista nimu ang mga trabahuon then after ana ipangchgakadnumana kay kung dili ko
moing-ana daghan magmalimtan unya syempre ang preparation dbéébaaang uban sa
bukid nalang kay kung di matiwas. Pero atleast kung naa kdg ligt, guided ka sa imung
trabahuon. Makasave pagaimungtime.”

Jona

(You need to come up with a to-do list in a notebook. If themo notebook, then you can
personalize it. You have to write them down so tharghing is organized. You should not
even forget any entry. After listing down everythiggu have to place a check mark on those
that you have already accomplished. If | do not do théetis a tendency that | forget a lot of
things when | do my preparation here in the downtown. Whents\like this happen, | finish
the rest of my preparations in the area. The good thiogtdaving this is that you are guided
in your tasks. You are also altitesave your time. )

Another is to assign the students with rules, tasks, and responshhilitithis way, the learners would abide by the rules.
This also helps them to develop their sesfsesponsibility.

“By giving them task to enable them to be responsible in what is given to them, be mindful on

what was being instructed ... hatagan nimu sila ug task nga mahimo silang responsiblgsyem

set nimu imung rules, sa imung pagset sa rules dapat magsihidgo hatagan nimu silay

task na mahimo silang responsible ... sa mga buluhaton nga imung ihatag sa ilaha ug

mahimong mindful ug kabalo ba sila sa imung mga giingon, sa imurdpgiat sa ilaha

syempre magset jud kag rules una jud na ang salesung clasroom kungdi ka gusto ug gubot

nga klaseKungwalay rules iyahay ra, iyahay r@mwan amo.”

Jona

(By assigning them certain tasks, | enable th@beresponsiblen whatis givento them. They
become mindfubnthe things they are instructed up@i.courseyou haveto set rules that they
should abide. You do not want your class to be chaotibele are no rules, then everyone
would acton their own.)

To add, letting the students operate in groups also aitkithers in her facilitation of the lessons. AccagrdinTeacher
Jona, students must be guided with rules as they operateupsgidoreover, as a teacher-facilitator, it is alsocduty to guide
themin the learning process. www.ijrp.org
“...Pagfacilitate, let them work in group, then tagaan nimu sila ug responsibilities then mga
rules nga... imung e-implemensailaha nga mahimo nilangide. ”
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Jona

(It is on facilitation. You have to let them operate in gro@ise them responsibilities as well
asrules which would serve as their guide.)

Indeed, accordintp her, learners shoulak engagedn working with their groupmates. As a teacher, shatassess the
correctness of thgudents” answers, while guiding theta learn by experience. Based from their outptitae endof the activity,
it would be easily visible whether the students have learned pplied something or not.

“...So dapat engage nimu sila, work with their groupmates then e-assess nimu ang ihga
answer kung tama ba, ipapresent nimu, iguide lang nimu silddgarearningpy experience
... Kung makita nimu ang output, nga katong nakat-onan nila, giagply

Jona

(You have to engage them to work with their groupmates. Yoa tmaassess if their answers
and presentations are accurate. You guide them and letehemby experience. You can see
if they have learned something once they applyotitbeir output.)

Apart from engaging them in group activities, it isalmportant to take note to engage the indigenous |saonethe
things which they can easily relate to. Hence, asTpacher Jona, it would be meaningless if the teacheldvamly do teacher
talks. There should really be hanofsactivitiesto train the learners.

“...engage nimu sila kung unsa ang mga butang na makarelate sila kay unsa mana imung
gipangyawyaw diraag dili sila karelate walaa japonnamura kag kiko diraaatubangan or
ikaw rabay sigeg yawyaw, wala ra gihapon na kay dili manmahands-on ang ilang activity
nga gibuhat...”

Jona

(Engage them on things which they can easily relat¥dar discussions would be rendered
uselessf your students could not relatesuch It would beuseles# whatyou assignedo them
is not a handsn experience.)

As recounted by Teacher Jona, afi¢he most important things teaching the indigenous learnesr$o make the lessons
simplified. As such, in case when the lessons are hdjffigult for the learners to understand, the teachertmade the effort to
make the lesson easy. One way is to use examplesilirstiiroundings. This is to provide them meaningful experieasegell as
something which they can uietheir daily living.

“Overcome na mga challenges by letting go or the lesson nga which my pupils finds it difficult
to understand and making them as simple as | could so kung ang lega gihatag murag
maglisodmurag apikisapagsabosaatong mga bata mangka ug way nga ipasimplify pajud
na nimu kay para makasabay sila. Or mogamit ka ug mgapées nga naa sa ilang locality
within sa ilang sitio, mga butang nga makita ra nila sagilpalibut para makarelate sila sa
imung lesson unya diha na mosulod ang meaningful experiences sa igaf@magamit nila
sa ilang pang adlawdlaw.”

Jona

(I overcome the challenges by simplifying the lessons tieata® difficult for the learners to
understand. You have to simplify these so that they cqm UqgeYou can use examples which
are frequently found in the surroundings and those that dhe redatable for them. This is the
time whenyou imbibe a meaningful experienoathe lesson. You use those that thegapply

in their dayto-day living.)

Accounted Victoriesin Straight Teaching
Anent to the trials that Teacher Jona had went througle sire beginning of her teaching career in the areansite
tribute on the significant victories which she had a#diin her entire journey so far. She generally viewed lfiasa successful
teacher when she is able to completely fulfill héero
In consonance, she takes pride of her success wheneveeeshher pupils learn the lessons in her classessTiispite
of the hardships which she evidently sees from her students
“...maconsider nako nga successful o triumphs that | have in teaching allctsififjemy class
when you see pupils weble to cope up with the lessons ... bisan pa nagpait maningkamot
sila muradulfilling...”
Jona

(I can consider such as triumphs when | see my pupils copehaitiedsons in all the subjects
that | taught in their class. Even when | see them stnggfh their lessons, | still felt the
fulfilment when | see them persever on their studies.) www.ijrp.org
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More so, what makes teaching gratifyiiog Teacher Jonis to know that the learners have enjoyed the Ielglgons whieh

has delivered in her classroom. Apart from this, she ebnsiders herself successful when she sees therkeapply the lessons
that she taughh real-life.

“...kung sa akoa kung makita nimu imung estudyante nakacope up dili lang kay nakacope up,

nag-enjoy pa jud sila sa imung lesson, nagamit pajud sa ilahtifed@na makaingon jud ka

nga successful ang imuhapgepanudio...”

Jona

(If I can see my students that they were able to copeanithenjoy the lessons, | consider that
asa success. Even maewhen they are able to apply what they learned inlifeg

Integral Lessons Gleaned from the Experience
Upon spending years in teaching all subjects in a single skion, she had various realizations which helped her

recognize the merit of her experience. She insightfeidlied that it is essential for her to be tough in dealiitly her personal
concerns. She hasbe strong financially, mentally, and physically since hssignment is very far away from her place.

“Sa mga teachers out there... they need to be tough enough to deal with their challenge, with

their sailang financial, samot nagheal8gamental health unsaon nalang ug dikena-assign

sa layonglapit...”

Jona

(To those teachers out theyeu haveto betoughin facing the challenges. You haeebetough
in terms of your mental and physical health as welinanances. This is because you are
assigned in a very distant area.)

Another insight which Teacher Jona has pointedsalbout the idea that straight teaching engages mostigabker with
the same set of students. In straight teaching, she arstudents spend most of their time together from morniigafternom.
Also, she learned that in this way, it would be easyérto identify the background of the pupils as well as pirighose who
need more attention.

“Ang advantage teaching sa tanang ... subject, magdeal man jud ta sa same nga mga bata,
gikan buntag hangtod sa hapon mao na imung advantage, so mtssnimaki 0 ma-identify
nimu ang mga bata na kinahanglan pa ug pusposan na pagtagad

Jona

(The advantage of teaching all subjects is that you fmbandle the same set learners from
morning until afternoon. With that said, it is easy for youdentify what the students need
especially those who need much attention.)

Learning more about straight teaching, Teacher Jona reeohthiat the task certainly needs longer prepardtidact, it
can even consume’s free timefor loved ones in weekends. Nevertheless,ithisrtof the pledged dutiesf teachers.
“...Ang disadvantage lang in employing straight teaching requires longer preparation, usahay
kay atoang weekend makawat man ... apil namana sa atoang gipanumpaan pero naa juy mga
panahon nga instead na atong i-offer nato atong weekend sa atdpngdiima magamit kay
magprepare naman pod ka kay grabe man ang preparation sa tanagtg subje
Jona

(The only disadvantage straight teachings thatit requires longer preparation. You even have
to take time off of your weekertd prepare. That already parof your pledge. There are really
instances when you have to spend your time in weekends orripgefm all your subjects,
rather than spending this with your family.)

Definitely, Teacher Jona learned that straight teaghiagents the dilemnman balancing between the time schedfithe
lessons and the learning pace of her learners. As arnséfact, the two should align in order for the efforftthe teachers to be
not wasted.

“Ang akoa lang mashare ... it requires not just on time deliverance to the lesson according to
the time frame kay syempre e-consider man nimu ang mga Batt also it requires whether
your students are into the lesson ... balansehon kung ang estudyante nakakuha ba, nakacatch
up ba o naglatagaw latagaw rang hunahuna kay kung dili nimu na siyg uaglass lang jud
gihapon...”

Jona

(The only thing that I can share is that everything does not only revolve in one’s adherence to
teaching schedules. You also h&weonsider the learners. You haeaveigh over whether the
students were able to catap or not. Otherwise, it would be meaningless.) WWW.ijrp.org
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More importantly, Teacher Jona has shared that the applicof technologies is essential for the Iearni#l(j3 erateanf

the learners. With the solar energy being introducetiératea, bringing technology in hinterlands become posS§iblesidering
this, she noted that theachers’ skillsin applying ICTon thechildrens’ teachings quite crucial, since learners get easily interested
in this kindof technologies.

“Application of technologies. We know nga ang technology it adds interest sa mga bata, sa

karon didto sa amoang eskwelahan, solar lang man jud ang sdwenergy didtoa para

makagamit, makacharge sa laptop. So as a teacher, you should be ... ICT-inclined ... dili pod

ingon na mastea skilled ... skilledkain terms of technologyt will really help, applicatiorof

technology kay nowadays naobserve man gud namu nga basta naay ... technology sa lesson,

interesado ang mga bata. So dali ramsi&alearn...”

Jona

(We haveo apply the usef modern technologie8Ve know that technology adds the interest
of the learners. In our school which is installed with rsplawer technology, | can already
recharge and use my laptop. As a teacher. We havel@Thinclined. It does mean that we
have to be an expert, but all we need is to becomedskilleerms of applying the technology.
It really helps because as what | observed, learnermbketwmre interested when technolagy
used in lessons. In this way, it would be easier femtko learn.)

Call to Support the Teachersin the Area

Pondering upon her own encounters while teaching in thentitncaity, Teacher Jona made a few points which can still
beimprovedto optimize their current teaching situation. Herbereis still a need for support among the teachers who argnassi
in the area, including her.

Various actionganbe doneto provide supporto her and her fellow teachers. Oséo conduct mass hiringf teachers.
This ideais seenn the response below.

“Maghire ug daghang maestra”
Jona

(There shouldbe mass hiringf teachers.)

Another is the provision of trainings and seminarshtoteachers. She mentioned in the interviews that thhemings
should notbelike the others, but should tailored specificallyp those teachers who handle all subjatts single class like them.
“...siguro ug mga training. Trainings that will relevant to our needs, as a straight teacher,
straight teaching, diba naa may uban nga multigrade. Unta makahunmsitLsilasamaestra
nga kay bisan tuod isa rana ka section, lahilahi man gud ugcsubjglahi ug preparation.
Unya unlike atong nakadepartamentalize ta, isa ka subjengifocus, ang imung lahilahion
nalang ang activities depensieimung learners.. Unlike aning straight teaching nga lahilahi
ug subiject, lahilahi ug preparation. So unta naay mga trainingsagddress ni nga mga
needs then e-consider pod nila ang location po | mean ang alalshi nga area sa atong
community. Naa may uban trainings nga applicable diria sa ubos, bmw katong naa sa
mga far flungarea. ”
Jona

(I guess there should be trainings as well. There shoutchiméngs relevant to our needs as
teachers who employ straight teachiBg.also goes for those who employ multigrade classes.
| am hoping that they also see the struggles of teachers.ifGtés only one section, the teachers
still have to deal with different subjects and preparstias well as struggle in different
locations. Unlike when teachers are not departmentalézath, teacher only needs to focus on
one subject. There should be trainings to address thibs médeachers who employ straight
teaching. There are trainings that are suited for thoseanhassigned in the lowlands. There
should also be traininder those teacheiia far-flung areas.)

At this point, we get to the concluding part of the stdryeacher Jona. Her story reflects the common narratitieose
teachers who handled all subjects in one class sedtionew of the problems which she has encounteredrindaghing, it is
undeniable that she remained strong. Another undeniables fiaett there is a need for the continuous support oneesaatho are
assigned in her area of assignement.

Teacher Primerose’s Narrative

Mirrored Strugglesin Straight Teaching

This section uncovers the untold story of a teacheceled in the pseudonym of Primerose. Like the othen¢esmavho
shared their experiences in the field of teaching, shkdsdeen facing various obstacles as she handledtadl subjects within
a single class. Notably, she opens her narratives t@ygdhisto everyone, including the authorities and the readers.

Upon the onset of embracing her teaching duties, Teddtimerose held negative impressi@a.igpergmotionsrdowa
straight teaching. At first, she felt anxiety and nervossngon being informed of her new teaching responsillilikewise, she
also felt hepressure on ensuring that the learners will be alllsarn well from her class.



Connie B. Aimine/ International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG) @ JJRP .ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

149
“... based omy experiences, being a teacher who handles all the subjeatssin my part

dili jud siya ... easy to handle all the subject areas throughout the day. So naay kakulba ug
kaguol since ikaw man ang mogunit ana nga subject areas sa tibuok adlaw ... makafeel ko ug
siya pressure at the same time very challenging in myspaog ako ang mohandle sa tanang
subject areas. So ang ka pressure dili jud siya mawalaosakal tanang subject e-handle
nimu throughout the dasokinahanglan since ikaw may mohandle ana, you tan&ster the
topic and of course you need to teach them comprehensivel. makatuon jud sila ug
tarong...”

Primerose

(Basedon my experienc@sa teacher who handles all subjedts not really easy because you
have to teach all subjects throughout the day. Therehatkenges, pressure, and anxiety when
you are assignetb teachall subjects throughout the day. Normally, thisrgressure. You have
to master the topics and teach these comprehensivéhasthe students will be able to learn
from you.)

Upon seeing her learners, the challenge that waslindeaito heris thestudents’ lack of prior knowledge about the topics.
She views thigsa great challeng® surpass.
“...challenge jud siya parasaakoa... the students, theyon 't have prior knowedgsa mga
topics nga... akoang eudlo...”
Primerose

(The students do not have the prior knowledge requingde topics that | teach. | view thas
a big challenge.)

In connection, since the learners are still lackingrior knowledge, she still neettsmake her explanation about the topic
more specificln orderfor her learnerto understand the lessons, she still toaontextualize this which was quite diffictidir her.
As such, there is the perceived need to go babdlasics, before proceeditgmore complex lessons.

“...So kinahanglan nimu siya e-explain very specifianas masabtasamga bata... So, | need
to contextualize so mao na ang isa ka challenge sa akoa. They don’t have prior knowledge so
kinahanglan jud ka motudlo ug kanang kumbaga mobalik ka sa frobmsie hangtod sa
complex...”

Primerose

(You really have to be specific in explaining the togicerder for the kids to understand them
well. There is challenge in terms of the contextusitimaof topics. Since they do not possess
the prior knowledge about the lesson, you have to go leatgathing starting from the basics
then proceed gradually with topics that are of great cexitgl)

Upon getting immersed into the experience of doing stra@gthing, one observation she was able to make ishthat
arrangemenis quite disadvantageoirs the sense that the teackseclosely and frequently with her learners throughout thalae
class days. Thiis because the students would eventually get boiréte teacher.

“...disadvantage siya or atong weakness in my part ang mga bata maabot jud ang ilahang
pagkabored since ako lang man ilang makita everyday, matamy laing teacher so maabot
ang time mabored sila, kapoy si& 'g paminaw wala na sila ganahi kay ganina paman buntag
si Ma’am gehapon hangtod afternoon si Ma’am gehapon. So malaay na sila, so mao lang
akoang nakita siguro nga weaknesses as a straight teazhihg- ”

Primerose

(It is a challenge in my part when my students become liedrily because | am the only
one they see everyday. There is no other teacher Taseis why they reach the point where
they are overcame with boredom. They get fedmpeeingne because starting from morning
until afternoon, they get to only see my face. Thahis aspect of the weakness that | found in
straight teaching.)

Another pointof concernin straight teachings the teachers being overloaded with subjexteach. Accordingo Teacher
Primerose, she experienced the struggle of bearing a hudgeenofmsubject loads. At the same time, she also hashimit he
reportson time.

“...since I'm handling all subject areas or straight teaching, first and foremost jud siguro is
subject overload. Subject overload at the same time you haveports to make and to pass
on time...”

Primerose

(First and foremost, since | am handling all subjecasia straight teaching, | view suigglorg
overload as one of my ordeals. On top of this, you hasalisequently submit your reports on
time.)
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With these burdens being constantly faced by the teachmariline of work, she expressed that it certainly séfbter
emotionally. She is unable to relax because mosheftime, she is occupied into thinking of her tasks thhtngted to be
accomplished.

“...Kay dili jud siya malikayan na ... maapektuhan ang imuhang emotional state of mind kay
syempre maghunahuna ka instead of relax ka pero di jud malikayanatgaelax ka tungod
maghunahuna naman ka, ug pareha ana emotional state of mindinsenuman imuhang
ginadaladala tungod ana imobaztudio... subject overload jud siya mao akoang maingun apil
nasad siya ang mga repoxtsu...

Primerose

(It is quite unavoidable. Your emotional stafenind becomes affected because you have plenty
of mental burdens to worry about. You cannot relax becausecbf You are overloaded with
subject loadsn top the reports that | hatve deal with.)

Among the struggles that she mentioned, the unforgettai® according to her is when the principal or thieiaf§ from
the DepEd Division Office conducted a surprise visit andolool to observe the classes there. There wess tivhen she was
unableto prepare her instructional materials do¢he fact that their visit was unannounced.

“...ang akong unforgettable struggle jud throughout my teaching in higher grade level siguro,
surprise visit from the DepEd or the division office or mgagipalna mokalit lang ug visisa
amoang eskwelahan and then obserbahan ka. And then obserbahan kadgga reot yet
ready, then wal&a nakaprepareg mga instructional materials on that day. Diba mao na siya
.. ang struggle nako, dili lang guru sa akoa, siguro tanan teacher na makasinati ug kanang

surprise visit from the division office sa Davao del Norte ... Usahay dili magpahibalo para
mahibal-an ba nga ikaw nga teacher readgebaveryday sa emuhang pagtudlo or dili

Primerose

(My unforgettable experience in teaching in higher grade Iswahen the division office of
DepEdor the principal visits our school unannounced and tloeducts a seriesf observation.
There was this time when | had a class observation ahid hot prepare any instructional
material. | guess it is not only me who gets to haverprise visit from DepEd, but also the
other teacheraswell. There are instances when they do not annohedevisitsto really assess
whetheryou are preparedn notin teaching your class.)

Adaptation and Task Organization as Toolsfor Coping

Witnessing the struggles embedded on straight teaching in aldmdteschool, Teacher Primerose recognized how
importantit is to be organized and adaptite change@ the environmendr in the area where sligteaching. She highlighted that
organizing her tasks minimize her struggles in accomplishimgtkrloaded duties that were assigned to her. Alspiatia is
necessary for her to survive and continue seririger chosen professional field.

One thing which the teacher has adjusted herself iatothe issuen the varying needsf the learnersAs partof her task
in the hinterlands, she has to adapt to the unique nédds earnners. Everyday, she has to adjust on how shsatiafy her
learners’ needs.

“... since nahisgot nalang man padig mga bata didtoaasabukid, kay na assign m&o sa
bukid nga area. Kinahanglan jud nemu siya e-adapt, e-accept@ndse ano balancing their
learning needs. Balancing the learning nexdse students. So kinahanglan nemu siya e-adapt
day by day and then maacceptnemu siya naturally. ”

Primerose

(Sincewe have already comte mention that | teach kids hinterland aread, is noteworthyto
say thatyou really haveo adapt and accept your jtbsatisfy thestudents’ learning needs. You
haveto balance the learning needs of the students. You hadaph and accept your everyday
situation. )

In addition, she also applied goal-settindner tasksln her notebook, she writes down all the tasks that shimlaghieve
ahead of time. She writes down the tasksach subject area that she hantfiéke class.
“So first, I set goals correctly. So ahead of time naa koy notebook nga ginasulat nako didto
unsay angay nakong ma-achieve para kani siya nga subject allesulbject area tama or
mahatag nako or matudlo nako ug tesaanga bata..”

Primerose
(First, | perform goal-setting. | writen my notebook the tasks that | hateeachievein all
subject areas aheafltime in order for me to properly teach the learners.)

On top of goal-setting, there is also task prioritaaivherein she views some tasks as urgentyhgesied, athdes can
still beaccomplished later. Dependiog the importancer urgency of the said tasik,shouldbe done immediatelgr later on.
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“...Ikaduha, | prioritize wisely the task. Ginaprioritize nako ang nimaangsa pagtudio,

especiallysatask nako depending on how urgent and how important. ”

Primerose
(Secondis | prioritize my tasks wisely. | prioritized the tasks and items thaeédto teach
dependingn how urgent and important they are.)

More so, preparation plays a crucial role in straighthing, according to her. All the instructional materd other
things should be prepared alreaglyhe weekends. This intended when surprise visits happeiher areaf assignement.

“...prepare the things as early as the day like kana siya ang isa pod jud siya sa factor nga
magtudloka ug mga higher grade level. Ano siya kinahanglan ready argaimguinstructional
materials bisarpa katong giingon nako ganina magsurprise visit, ana nagabuhat mi ug
instructional materials para sa mga bata. So, planning alfi¢iate and then prepare things
as early as the day. So pagkagabie palang or Saturday and ,Sumadaprepare naka sa
imuhang ... mga instructional materials para pagka-Monday, you are ready enough to teach
another lessorsaimuhanglearners...”

Primerose
(You have to prepare all things as earlier as possibte dins one of the important things in
teachingn a higher grade level. You hatemake your instructional materials readyadvance
in case when there are surprise visits from the highsWe create our instructional materials
for our learners. Hence, you really have to plan ahedonef and prepare all the necessary
things in advance. You have to start your preparatisready as Saturday and Sunday nights.
Thisis for you to have your instructional materials already prepared by Mondfii this, you
become readin teaching another set of lessdaagour learners.)

Practices Geared Toward a Lear ner-Center ed Classroom

Similar to the other teachers in the study, Teacherdpose favorably agreed that the classroom should be dearne
centered. Hence, the teaching style of the teattoerdbe grounded primarilyn the attributes of the learnénsthe classrom. In
this partof the narrative, she shared to me her pedagogical prastidels are learner-centered in nature.

The above-stated contention is evident as TeacheeRy@®m mentioned that she always considered the prefsrefthe
learners in her classes. This means that she usugligvesns the learners by giving them voices and choiceshai tivey like to
happenn the classroom. Moreover, her radanainlyto facilitate their process of learning.

“... I mean teaching style I always considered the learners. So learner-centered ang akoang

ginagamitin which | am only the facilitator, giving kids voice or ginadgan nako sila ug voice

to expound oto give their experiences. Alson howto learn and then choice unsaon nila o asa

sila, or asa ang ilang preferences nga mas makatuon ug tardithen facilitating the learning

process. So mao na siya akoang teaching style sa mga Istakong pagtudlo in handling

all the subjects areas. Learner-centered akoang ginaganfitdh giving the opportunity to

the learners choice and voice and kato siya facilitatiadearning process my learners.”
Primerose

(I always considered the learners in my style of teachihgs means that | used a learner-
centered approach wherein my role primarily is to ffec#itator of the teaching and learning
process. | usually givay students experiences and vdiaselect their preferencasthe class.)

In connection, she also frequently assigns hands-on astivithe learners. This is anchored to the teacher’s observation
that the learners learn better when they perform the.tabks means that the teacher is adherent to the peénefdearning by
doing.

“... method in teaching is very important since diria ta makakuha ug unsaon nato pagdala sa
atoang mga estudyante ... mas dali sila makatuon, makacatch up sa lesson pag Learning by
Doing. Manipulative kay of course dira sila makatuon, so shadenga ing-ana nga pamaagi
hands-on sila ug makakuha jud sila ug learning..”

Primerose

(I deem the method in teaching as very essential in handlirgfwdents. In my case, | noticed
that learners learn well in learning by doing. You have a&ertheir learning hands-on so that
they really learn well.)

For example, in teaching Technology and Livelihood Educdfibi), it would be better when learners actually perform
and experience cooking dishes, rather than just assign theatdlo some cooking videos. Since they are alreadyrmdgh to
know thebasicsof cooking, they can certainly find meaning and apply thetjmal experiences that they gain from the class.

“...Sa TLE or sahome economics naa mana siyay unsaon ang paglusollbmg patan-awon
lang nato sila ug video, unsaon pagluto ani or patan-awon langiteta books, wala jud
silay meaningful learning. So, whereas kung tagaan nato silanang mga materials since
Grade 6 naman sila pwede na sila atong mga ginagmay lang nadytatamakabalo sila...
ug katongsamay gardenSo... meaningful learning kay dili naman nila malimtan kungwega.org
ilahang natun-an and then maapply pjud na nila pag-ulsaid&iang balay...”

Primerose
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(In teaching Technology and Livelihood and Education (TbE)home economics, their
learning would nobe meaningfuif we only have them watch cooking videos. Since the learners
are already in Grade 6, they already know something aboling and gardening. Thereby,
we give them meaningful learning so that they would nevgefonvhat they learned and that
they can apply thiasthey go baclko their homes.)

The same is also true in the gardening activity whicddge done in the TLE subject. Through these activiseslents
already know what they need to do sashvatering the plants and other stapsrder to take caref their garden plants.
“... Every morning like for instance maggarden siya ... naa man jud na siya sa TLE ... pag-
abot niyasaeskwelahan mokuha na na siya ug butang, nga kabalo nacafagasaiyahang
tanom. Magbisbis na siya ug iyahang tanom, so kumbaga dili na gudisahanglan ug
sultian...”
Primerose

(Foraninstancein gardening whiclis normally donén TLE subjects, the students would learn
howto take caref their garden planis school. They would just water their plants without the
need for me to tell themo dosoeverytime.)

In terms of classroom management, Teacher Primerose izedghe necessity of upholding disciplinary action when
chaos happens. Hence, the classroom should be orgagigetb set of rules in order for the learners to be eaoawhat tiey
should and should not do. By doing these management pgaittitiee class, classroom orderliness and harmonitat®nships
are maintained and fostered.

“...kinahanglan nimo siya ug disciplinary action jud siya. So akong ginabuhat, bisan pag naa
sa chaotic na situation kay di man jud na malikayas, édfassroom setting, nga saba ba naa
juy kasaba, naay away, so organization, or being organizeptpagize ka ug ... mga rules
and regulation unsay mga angay ug dili buhaton inside the classroamadsoa akoang
ginabuhat para naay ginatawag na ano harmonious relationship towards my learners ug ...
unsaon nila pagdakailang kaugalingn towards theiclassmates...”

Primerose

(You really need to do disciplinary actions. If things beeahaotic, which is inevitable in the
classroom setting, you hateorganize a seif rules and regulations that everyone must follow
in the classroom. That is how | manage the harmoniousoredhtp among the learners.)

As a facilitator, she also discussed that she only lesttients act freeip orderfor themto learn. She introduces various
group activities to the learners in order to cater tiigrse learning stylesswell asto give them their time to shine.
“...as a teacher ... as a facilitator ... ginapasagdaan lang nato ang mga bata how they will
learn sa ilahang pamaagi. So ano siya since the same students lang man siya ... [-employ by
group discussion and of course variation. Vary class aestdtigive my students the abilitio
try another things with different learning styles nga mosfttean sa ilaha ug pareho bitaw ug
learning style or hatagan nato sila ug montenktine...”
Primerose

“As a teacher and a facilitator, you have to give freedom to the learners on how they learn in
class. With the same group of students, you may employ glisapssion and other various
activities. This is to cater and strengthen the diffelearning styles of the learners. You give
them their own time to shine.)

In support, she gives group activities to the students in rafedion. This is for the students to know more abaeit th
classmates. This also prevents the students frommgsttiyon asking question their peers.
“...So kinahanglan nako siya e-employ or gina-employ nako ang kato by group para ano siya
kumbaga random groupings para ang mga bata makailhanay... So kadto siya by group para
mafeel pud nila nga ilang mga kauban feel to ask questionet@nother kato langya. ”
Primerose

“I assign them in random groupings among the students so that they would know more about
each other. This would also make them not embarrassekl qoestiorto their classmates.)

L essons Portrayed on the Teacher’s Experience

When asked about her reflection on her overall experignsgaight teaching, Teacher Primerose relayed threypdd
lessons that she has learned. Reflected in her interespomses, she demonstrates the things that she resdizbeé handled all
subjectdn a single class section. www.ijrp.org
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Oneof whichis learning the valuef patience, preparedness, and optimidsishe contemplated that teachliﬁghis kind

of setup is never easy, she remarked that maintaining @vpatisposition, open-mindedness, and preparednessygnedk as
she embraces her duties and responsibilities.

“...kinahanglan naa tay patient, prepared ta ug magka-unsa na siya, bisan paman unsay

mahitabo be positive lang gihapon. So mao na akong narealizznggegpanudldi jud diay

lalim you have to be prepared and be open-minded sayisituation especially kaning straight

teaching kay imuha jud siyanan...”

Primerose

(We need patience and preparedsessatwe would still be optimisticno matter wgar happens.
Another realization is that teaching was never easy. Yave to be prepared and open-minded
in any situation because you only have yourisetfoing all sortof tasks.)

Indeed, she learned through her toiling that acceptanceaasibp are essentiar her. Thisis because without accepting
one’s current situation, undertaking her duties wdoddatertainly difficultto embody.
“... my insights is that be patient enough and then be passionate. Kay kung wala kay passion
ug wala kay patiencgaemung kaugalingon, dili nemu siya madawat, as a teachditi memu
dawaton ang straight teaching kay hunahunaon nemu from eight magegjatase up to four
o’clock in theafternoon...”
Primerose

(I realized that you have be patient and passionalfeyou are not, thegou cannot accept your
situation. You will always thinkf the hasslef going to schooht 8 amand endingt at4 pm.)

So to speak, she summarized that straight teaching tbatatasy. Hence, she resolves herself not to givedip a
continueto be a blessintp the learners.
“...Straight teachingis not easy, never give up, continue what you are doing andothan
blessing to oufearners...”
Primerose

(Straight teaching was never easy. This is why you shuweNer give up. You have to continue
what you are doing and remaisa blessindo your learners.)

In addition, she shared that she usually listens toward her students’ concerns and respond to these accordingly. Whenever
the students share their difficulties to her, she attemtisese appropriately. As such, she becomes abletén foer relationship
toward her students.

“...Ishould listento my students’ concern and respoid them appropriately. Respotaithem
appropriately kana bitawng pagnaa silay e-share sa emuha ngayagayekalisdan so
kinahanglan nemu siya tagaan ug pagtagad para ma-attain migykato naa mayo nga
relationship bondaemuhangstudyante...”

Primerose

(I should listen to my students’ concern then respond to it appropriately. If they share theur
difficulties to you, you have to give them attentionthrs way, your relationship with your
student fosters.)

Accordingto her, she gets happy when she witnesses her studentsdeatrer teachings. Her willingnessgoto school
heightens, and sheo longer want$o commit absences.
“...pagmakita nimu nga ang bata naay improvement, makita nimu nga ang bata happy sa imung
pagpanudlo. Ug makita nimu nga ang bata willing mo eskwela evergddyi siya ganahan
moabsent... So happy ang mga bata, contented ang mga bata ug dili sila ganahan moabsent
kay tungod nakatuon sila $auha....”
Primerose

(It happens wheyou see that the kids have improved and are happy with gaching. When
you witness the learners’ willingness to study everyday, you eventually lose the desire to
commit absences. | travel to school everyday becausew that my learners feel happy and
contented omy teachings.)

Arming Teacher swith Ample L ear ning Resour ces
When asked about the things that can be improved in h&extasf teaching, Teacher Primerose openly revealed that
books shouldbe provided for the learners and the teachers. Accotdihgr, she viewed the additional books and learning ressurc
asa vital support towards the teachioigeachers and the learninfjstudentsBy having adequate books, thegneasily teach the
lessons that are alignéalthe most essential learning competencies. www.ijrp.org
“Maybe I could recommend to DepEd authorities nga since Grade 6 man gud magpait jud mi
ug mga books unya ako pajud straight teaching maghksad) pangita asa mani nga lesson
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since... naatay ginatawaga most essential competensy kung mao lang judo atong basehan
ug without books. So ang akong recommend siguro provide more resokecbsdks, story
books sa akoang mga Grade 6 learners and assistancar akgaduchers...”
Primerose

(I guess | can recommend to the authorities behind DepBdytdooks because it is hard to
teach and find lessons in straight teaching without thesterials. We only have the most
essential competencies as our only basis. We do nethtoks. This is why | would like to

recommend to provide more resources like story booksottret boojs for Grade 6 learners.
This would also servasa great aid for the teachers.)

Aside from the provisioof learning resources, seminars and workshops are also s&éeadier Primerosesan essential
support thatanbe providedto the teacher®By allocating these, the teachenaylearn strategiesn how they can handle the class
better.

“...Kinahanglan pa nako ug siguro | recommend also workshop, seminar gbaugies...”
Primerose

(I guess | need more workshops and seminars about cartdiegies.)

Overall, we have learned that the narratives of TeachmeRyse is greatly similar to the rest of the narratjweesented
in this studyIn her year®f serviceasa teacher, she faced various struggles and victorieh \ghve her lessons and insights about
straight teaching. Moreover, she demonstrated her skilighinlding and managing a learner-centered classroom. giea;oped
her way through survival. Before her narrative endedsthssed the nedor the teacherto be supported with learning resources
and seminars.

Teacher Constance’s Narrative
Initial View on Straight Teaching

For the fifth presented narrative, our attention is dickttethe narrative of another teacher whose alias ist@ooe.
During the interviews, she began her storytelling astsphlighted her initial views with regards straight teaghihich she has
experienced firsthand.

When she was informed that skassignedo teachin Grade 5 and that she htasandle all the subjects the particular
class section, she felt shocked due to the challengéhthédsk may present to her. Teaching all subjectsdemly still new to
her ascanbe seelin her interview response.

“... pagkabalo nako na Grade 5 ko, unya ako magtudlo tanan subjects mura ko ug...naluya
kadali kay ha?! ako magtudlo ani tanasa?”
Constance

(Upon being informed that | have to teach all subjects Grade 5 class, | was shocked.)

When asked on how she perceived straight teaching inriésessence, she bared all the weaknesses that streaib
from the particular teaching arrangement. She recognizedhbahas to prepare multiple strategies since shdyishe one who
will handle and teach afif the subjectso the learners.

“...para Saakoa ang weaknesssastraight teachings that... kailangan nimu magprepare ug
daghan kaayo nga strategies, different strategies kay tungodidieaga ug lahi-lahi na
subjects na ikaw mismo magtudlo, ikaw lang..”

Constance

(In my opinion, the weakness straight teachings thatyou haveto prepare plentyf different
teaching strategies. Thisbecausgou are teaching different subjeas your own.)

Accordingto her, the good thing about straight teach#fpat shés entitled with the freedorto decideon how and when
she can teach the subjects. Since she is the onlylomés assigned to undertake the task of teachintplerers in a single class,
she has the liberty to teach subjects which shedrtteteacton this day and on the succeeding days to come.

“...pwede ka makabuot kung unsa imuhang ways kung para sa kana nga day matudio...
intended ana nga day. Kung dili kaya so pwede pud nimu siya ugma na pud ang uban ... kay
ikaw lang naman mismo ang magtudlo ana nga subjects para sanmalzupils, wala man
lain teachers..”

Constance

(You have the freedom to follow your way of teaching interated specific day. If you could
not finish some subjects, then you leave thefoesbmorrow. Thids becausgou are the only
teacher who will teach your pupils. There are no dtachers out there.)

Knowing that shés alonein this hefty teaching task she hasccomplish, straight teachirgsaidtguampp/igolenty, long,
and challenging teaching preparation. She has to makplmlksson plans, since she is dealing with allsthigiects in a single
class.
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“...para sa akoa dili siya sayon tungod kay naga-teach ko ug dili lang isa ka subject kundili

tananna subjects jud dapat akoang i-tudlmmga bata. So ang akong preparatstaas-taas
dapat kay tanan subjects man akong itudlo sa ilaha ... naay times pud nga lisod pud siya i-
handle tungod kay labi na maghimu ug lesson plan dili lang raalamg ka subject akoang
himuan kundili tanan jusubjects...”

Constance

(For mejt is not easy becaugeu are teaching all subjedisyour learners, not just one subject.
I must have a long preparation because | am teachiofithk subjects. There are times that it
is difficult to handle becausgu have to prepare lesson planall subjects.)

Job Sacrificesand Troubles Encounter ed

Coupled with being a teacher in this context are the sacridind troubles that the teachers have to hurdle overisThis
evident as Teacher Constance bared her challenging exqasries she embodied straight teaching. Let us take a lobkron
interview responses which reflect her core narratives.

According to her, straight teaching is not that easyef\instances occur wherein the learners still do ragnstand the
topicor subject thais being discussed, she hasllocate extra time until tHearners demonstrate their understandifigne lesson
being tackled.

“...dili siya easy tungod kay naay times nga uban mga bata dili pa kasadutjset or topic
nga ako i-tudlo so kailangdw mag-extend ug time.”
Constance

(It is not easy because there are times when some kidsstlutdt understand the lesson, and
you still have to extengiou rendered time.)

Definitely, the experiencef straight teaching not that simple. From the len§Teacher Constance, she revealed that she
had to continuously teach the learners throughout the ti@yh&s to catch up with the lessons and she coulaffiootl to take a
break.
“...So dili pud siya dali, kapoy pud siya usahay kay murag sttaigh.. naay times nga dili
nalangka magbreak ana kay apsunon pud nimu iméngn... ”
Constance

(It is difficult and exhausting because there are timesythiahaveto skip taking breaks and
continue teaching becaugeu are aiming to complete teaching all the lessons.)

In relation, there are times when she failed to teantessubjects within a day. In order to resolve this,tehehes the
missed subjects on the following day. Since not athlea can immediately comprehend the topic being distuhse to their
diversecapabilities, Teacher Constance takes her itineaching her learners.

“...ginabuhat pud nako ang akoang makaya nga kadtong subjects nga wala nako natudlo ana
nga day, akoa siyang matudlo on the next day kumbaga akoa lang giyatunga kung kani
siya nga mga subjects kung dili makaya karon ug tsmltm the next day, i-tudlo nako siya kay
dili man tanan learners man makasalgptiali salesson kay lahi-lahi man sila ug capabilities

i)

Constance

(What | do is that | leave the other untouched subjectthfofollowing day. | just divide the
time for subjects accordingly. This is because thexdearners who could not easily grasp the
lesson. They have different capabilities.)

Moreover, another obstacle which she has fatéeaching services the surprise visibf the monitoring team. She
considers this as highly unforgettable. At this point,ssve that her class was all over the place becausdosisenot know
anymore what to do.

“...naa koy naexperience nga pinaka-unforgettable para sa akoa is kadtong naay nibisita sa
classroom nga nasurprise kog pinakalit. Akoang mga pupils naayalgaagubotso parasa
akoa muradko ug wala ko kasabot kung ungeang himoon...”

Constance

(There is this unforgettable experience when there vsaspise classroom visit by the higher
officials. My students that time were all over the plddeat time, | was so confused on what |
should do.)

In times like this, she stressed that teachers like loerddive always ready and prepared. This is becauseishrevevay
for them to know when is the next visit of the monitgrieam. As she considered the surprise visits asujuifibegettable for her,
she learned that she Haseready the next time around. www.ijrp.org

“...So dapat as a teacher prepared jud ka kay naa juy times nga naay mubisita sa emung
classroom mutan-awno-observe. So dapat all the time dapat ready jud, dili kagpanaic
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naka kay wala naka nakabalo kung unsay buhaton. So dapat Heteytime so mao jud to

ang pinaka-unforgettable nga nahitabo nga wala man lang ko nakaprganaa diay me
bisita pero atleast charge pud to sa experience so nextuimy naa may-ingun ana dili lang
pud magsalig nga wala bitaw mo bisita karon so dapat everydayl jure time ready jud ta
asa teacher.”

Constance

(That is why as a teacher, you have to be always prepapadise there are really times when
surprise classroom observations happen. You should be mtepat@void getting panic. It is
quite unforgettable for me when they surprisingly visiiee classroom. | took it as part of my
experiences in teaching. This is when | thought that next tirshould not be complacent that
there would be no surprise visits. | have to be preparegyaay because it is part of my duty
asa teacher.)

On the other hand, she noted that there are instameesskie was forced to teach certain subjects. Since sheteash
all subjecton her own, she highly recognized that she has to haaie subjects which even sisaot good at.
“... Iin straight teaching man gud, dit pwede mag dili di baBisan...dili kayoka hawod ana
nga subjects. magtudlo jud ka dapat ana.”
Constance

(In straight teaching, you cannot refaséeach some subjects. Even wiyen are noanexpert
on a particular subjecyou still have to teach it.)

Being bombardedby these undesirable experiences, there are times weefeals discourageth the interview, she
expressed her envy towards those high school teacherdoninat need to teach all subjects.
“...dali rakumaweak... maka-ingun pudto na maayo pa. ang uban teachers kay dili tanan
subjects ang ginatudlo kumbaga naga tunga tunga siladahi highschool tapas ”
Constance

(I easily get discouraged. There were even times whéndrféous of other teachers who
longer need to teach all subjects, especially the $igbol teachers.)

Aside from discouragement, she also expressed thatatetanes when she easily gets irritated. She immegliatas
her temper especially when her pupils become quite chaotic
“...tapos naa poy times nga dali raku masuko, mahurot akasgusya... labi na akong mga
pupils nagkagubota... dili naku ka kabalo kung unsaeaku paghandle...”
Constance

(There were also times whemot easily irritated. | easily losmy temper. Thids true especially
when my students get chaotic and | do not know anymoredbandle them.)

Prepar ation asa Coping Strategy

In view of the struggles which she confroimer daily endeavarsa public school teacher, Teacher Constance conveyed
her accounts on how she coped and survived. Themgtish# viewed preparation as a very essential copinggyrat the field
of teaching. Belovis a portionof her narratives which highlight her ways of copowmher situation.

Her first coping points to the idea of dividing the sutgdbat she handled within the day. Knowing that her |earare
not uniform in terms of their aptitude for learning, shtends only to teach a specific number of subjects to thi¢ghin the day.
In this way, her learners will not also feel stressettie process.

“...ako ginahimu pud, mao to dili tanan subject ako ginatudlo ... Kay dili man parehas
pangutok akoa mga estudyante, so naay uban na dali lang na célicimap ang lesson, naa
pud uban na dili. So ako ginahimu, ginatunga nako ang subjecidakgnsa ako itudlo sa
ilaha ... dili pud hago ang ilahang pangutoK

Constance

(What | dois that | do not teach all the subjettione time. Thiss because &amaware thamy
students are not alike in terms of their capacity to thihler& are others who can easily learn
the lessons, while there are some who cannot.igtiy | divide the subjects. | intertid teach

a certain number of subjects within one day. Thaso for the students to not get stressed.)

This only means that she has to prepare for all tiests that she has to teach in her single classréBefod, she
conditions her mind to master all the lessons as welinsures that she has already finished making her Ipkstn She starts
from one subject then proceedshe next one.

“... Ang akong ginahimu in teaching all the subjects is that kailangan jud ko magpreparevigyijrp.org
tanan subjects man akogatudlo... Dapat matun-an nako ni siyae-studyhan then kungk
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na naa nakoy lesson planactivity then proceed na pgdother nga subjects. Then pag-okay

napud proceed napwdanothersubjects.”
Constance

(What | did in teaching all subjects is that | have to prepaerything. | have to master this. |
have to set the lesson plan and activitiesne subject then proceed to the next one.)

Aside from such idea, she also told me that she sedahaher activities over the internet. She sedsttmt her class
should notejust limited to pure discussion. This is why she seardesas over Youtube and other online platforms.
“... mangita pud ko ug other activity sa internet nga puwede nako siya ma-apply pud sa mga
bata nga dili lang purely discussion lang ang mahitabo... gina tan-aw sa mga Youtube or mga
otherfeatures...”
Constance

(I also searclor other activitie®n the internet thatéanemployin the classroom. | do not only
settlefor a mere discussion. | watch Youtube or other videoseference.)

Apart from discussing the pedagogical aspddter teaching, she was also cognizainthe fact that classroom management
is equally vital for her usual consideration. To manageclass, she guarantees that she has already plannedimesgarting
from the beginning until the eraf her classes.

“...classroom management is vital. So kailangan jud na siya studyhan... before jud magsugod
ang klase is that ... nakaplano na ang tanan or naka build-up naka tanan ug unsaon nimu
paghandle ang scenario para sa mga bata pagbefore, during.eanieaftss... ”

Constance

(I recognize that classroom managenienital. | haveto master thisswell. Thisis why before
the classes start, everything shdoéglanned well already. You shoubé preparedn howto
handle classroom scenarios before, during, and aftetabses.)

Remarkable Teaching Practicesin Focus
Going backto the pedagogical sidef the experiencef the selected participant, Teacher Constance has operisds
some of her teaching practices. She remarked that&ening practices are mostly non-conventional eiheshe mostly facilitates
the classes. Her activities are highly hands-on. Likewshe takes advantagfeyroup activitiedo foster learning among her pupils.
For those learners who are still dependent and whosis raee diverse, she employs differentiated activitibss B to
create balance in terms of the learning processesrafthdents. She gives a set of different activitiepffitliant students so that
they will not get bored in the class. Other student®waso provided with another sd#tunique task the classroom.
“...So kadtong mga dependent jud nga mga pupils, so akong ginahimu is that magcreate ko ug
varied or different activities para saginnagkalahi lahi nga pupils nako... So lahi tong
activities nga para sa mga sa mga bright students tungddikgyhatagan sad nimu sila ug
dali lang pud nila mabuhat kumbaga boring na para sa ilaha miirag dhallenging para
sa ilaha, tapos kung hatagan pud nimu ug lisod na mga buluhatangandapat balance
gihapon ang imuhang paghatag ug activities para sa mga pupils ngdaha&@hi nga
pagtulunan ...”
Constance

(To those pupils who are still highly dependent, | createows and different activities because
all of my students are different. There are speciftividies for brilliant students. This is for
themto not get boredh the class because they might perceive the actiatiless challenging.
Regardless, you must still give balanced activities tierént kinds of students in different
subject areas.)

Since her learners are indigenous students, it is alsavadhy to consider that there are certain activitthgch are not
applicable or suited to them. As such, she devise aetvit order for her learners to understand more e&sliesson. She also
does thigo boost heidearners’ interest toward the class.

“...naa poy uban na mga activities nga dili hasailaha.So kailangan nako mag innovaig
other ways or other strategies nga mas makasabot &ilda/i maka catch-up kay gamay lang
man ilahang ... span ... so kailangan jud nako mag invent...other ways nga maboost ilang
interest...”

Constance
(There are activities that are also not suited tdehmers. In this case, | have to innovate and
find other wayor strategiesn orderfor the studentt easily understand and catch up with the
lessons. This is because some students have short attgpaiio. That is why you have to find
other activitiedo boost their interest.) WWW.ijrp.org
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Apart from the mentioned practices, she also takesradgeof the benefits of using group activitiéss such?558he lets the
students operate in groups wherein they can brainstormideeis about the lesson being tackled. After whiatgpaesentative
from each group will share their collected ideathe class.

“...as a group diba, ginagroup naku ang mga students then ginatagaan naku silag time nga
makabrainstorm sila, makahatag sila sa ilahang mga tHeasafter ana magchoose ko ug
representative para maghateglahang mga nabrainstorm nga mga ideas then i-ingun nila ni
and then pagkaclass para madungog pud sa uban nila hga mga claksntatessa ilang
ideas nga nahatag or nabrainstorm ingan.. "

Constance
(In groups, the students would be allocated with time to limimsideas. They choose one
representative in each group to share to the clasgehe that they have come up along the
brainstorming session.)

Indeed, innovationm termsof the strategies and activities shobklvelcomedn the classroom, accorditgher.As part
of her teaching strategy, she introduces the actitlifyik, pair, andhare” to the learners wherein they are divided by paishare
and process their ideas. Afterwards, the pairs will rédaiy ideasn front of the class.

“...So in teaching jud dapat ang teachers jud is very innovative... dili lang isa ka strategy ang
atuang pagahimuon or pagabuhaton. So daghan jud ug mga preparations ngee| piga
strategies para ang mga bata pud malingaw. So one of my strategies that...ila ginatawag nga
Think, Pair, Share ... So kana sila na strategy, ginagroup nako na sila ... by two... tapos for
example na&o ihatag na problem pasailahasoang ilahang pagahimuésmagtinabangay
sila sa iyahang pair, maghatag sila ug mga ideas then afttsmkung maka consolidate na
silasamga ideas nila, kinahanglan sila magshsafeont sailaha mga classmates. Kadto pud
ilahang mga classmates makakuha sad ug ideas spkaita... ”

Constance
(The teachers should be very innovative. Hence, we dhmailonly settle with one strategy. |
have to prepare more strategies for the students to hawe Iearning. One of my strategies is
what we called Think, Pair, and Share. In this strategy,igrasise students by pair. | present
them a specific problem. Based on such problem, theydaelp other to provide ideas on how
to solve this problem. Afterward, they consolidate tidsas. Then, they share their ideas in
front of the classln this way, their other classmates would also get sonaes iidem them.)

Accordingto Teacher Constance, the good thing about the above-sizteityis that learners would have mdum while
they are learning. They would not just passively rectieeinformation, since they would actively interaairenwith their peers
while they learn. For the same purpose, she also intesdyameo make her class more interactive and fun.

“...naa poy ginatawaga...fun in learning, kumbaga dili lang moom passive ang mga pupils,
nga ikaw lang perme maghatag ug mga informations sila tigdmied-ana walay interactive
na mahima.. | mean interactiorSoang akoang ginahimu, ginahimuan nagdun games ang
subjects para sila pud maka interact so ginahimu nako is thigamghs. So while learning
naga-enjoy sad siksodili lang enjoy kundili fun while learning sad sila ug nad sila nahimu
nga interaction...”

Constance

(Learning should also be fun. It should not be passive whallegjou do in the class is to pass
on information and then the students will receive itshibuld be interactive. This is why |
include fun gamem teaching all subjects. Thisalsoto make a way for theto interact while
they are playing games. In this way, they are not aagning, but they are also enjoying and
interacting with their classmates.)

Another notable response she Iefthe interviewis about her thematic teaching style. Using this ssjiejs ableto make
use of the diverse learning capabilities and multiptelligences of her learners. Through this, she makesttiderdgs more
interested on the lesson being preseitelle class.

“...sa akoa is kana bitawng ginatawag nga thematic teaching style... Kumbaga I use that

teaching style because | have different learners, nagk#éa nga learners nga akong

ginahandlelan. So, | make sure nga magamit naku na para tdaelearaers bisan nagkalahi

lahi sila ug learning capabilities maboost pud ilang interest sa lesson or sa klase... syempre

kay lahi-lahi man atoang mga estudyante labi na kay lahistehiltiple intelligences.”
Constance

(There is also what we called thematic teachingelthg particular teaching style because |
handle different kinds of learners. | make sure that | hisekind of teaching to cater to the
different learning capacities of the students. This would ladsist their interest toward the
lessons. Thiss because we all know that our students have multiple teelties.) www.ijrp.org
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For the last teaching practice that she shared, sheayaphasis on what she does which is to focus moredtintee

lessons that are difficult to her learners. Conversély,atso does not dwell much on the lessons which ary gessped by the
class.

“...para dili pud siya makasayang ang time akong ginahimo is ... nagfocus ko didto sa lessons

nga lisod paraailaha. So for example kung kani siya nga less$edali lang nila macatch-up

so dili na naku siya more orelaborate pa or magstay pame ana... for example, Math diba

more on solving man jud nava...So maghatag juio anaug taas-taas nga time bahala na ug

makuhaan naku tong tinsauban subject as long as kana siya nga mga subjets gilicsiya

me-left behind...”

Constance

(To be more time-efficient, | focus mostly on the lesswhich are difficult for the learners.

When there are easy lessons in which students would ézeih and master, | do not dwell

much on these. For example, in Math classes, | dedicatetm@ esince this involves more

problem solving. It does not matter if it consumesttimee for other subjects as long as no
students would be left behind.)

L essons Gained from Teaching
By having experiencia straight teaching, she held with her the lessongaimed and attained through the cowfime.
She recounted her succésshe field, and she also contemplatedthe realizations anidsights she encountered along the way.
For an instance, Teacher Constance managed to figurehatiis success for her as a teacher. She said thatsootes
happens when the learners are éblearn and manifest good resultsis when shés ableto instill the informatiorto the learners
through her sheer efforts.
“... akoang stories of success naku nga makaingun jud ko nga nga successful jud siya para sa
akoa, sa klase naku is makita na naku akoang mga pupilsroedsaa nakalearn sa lesson,
nga naa jud siyay good result nga sa emung pagpaningkamot ngallnmiasting butang,
ang mga information parsailaha...”
Constance
(My own story of succeds when | seeny learners learning the lessottds when good results
show frommy dedicated effortm instilling informationon their minds.)

Another insights which she shared is the obvious fattteaching all subjects was never that easy. Givgnstie gives
the advice to teachets not givein to challenges and find ways that they can use to eduesatéstrners.
“...mashare lang naku is that dili dali maluya kung magtudloka satanan subjects of course
maingon pud naku nga dili dapat maggive up kay tungod kay daghan kaggoggaspuwede
nato magamit parsamga bata...”
Constance

(What | can share is that they should not give up and gey elisiiouraged in teaching all
subjects to our learners. In fact, there are plenty gfsvthat we can use on teaching the
learners.)

More so, she emphasized that teachers are not onhjirtgagne pupil in their class. Hence, she deems it impiotttat
teachers should innovate in order for everyone to catcb thetlessons. Teachers should not only look for theatilpu pils.
Instead, she should look afer the welfare of everyone.

“...kabalo ka na dili kaya sa isa ka bata nga ... mag-apas sa lesson, so why not innovate other
ways nga tanan sila makasursadeksyon dili lang tong mga bright or mga smart pgeil... ”
Constance

(When you know that the learner is having a difficulty @cbing up to the lesson, then you
haveto innovate your ways of teaching. You should not onlk lafber the brilliant pupils. You
need to prioritize the othets catch up to the lesson.)

Call to Support Teachersin the Area

In the last part of Teacher Constance’s narrative, she expresses her call for the authorities to support the teachers who are
serving in the areas similar to her assigned locagbe. verbalized that they should be supported in two wagsiding them
seminars and hiring more teacheediffuse the overwhelming subject loads.

First, she regarded that providing teachers a numbsgnoinars would be helpful on their part. By being providet wit
seminarr webinarsn this time of pandemic, they woul ableto dicover more techniques and strategieow theycanteach
their learnerdn the contexbf straight teaching.

“...kailangan jud naku makaseminar pud or especially sa mga seminars nga makatabang pud
sapaghandlesamga pupils naku labi nagtudlo kog tanan subjédéo nang kailangan pajud
naku ug mo go beyond ... mo discover ug lahi pud nga strategy nga katong strategy nga ali@dijrp.org
nang nadiscover or mga techniques nga nadisecaveaku mas maimprove pa naku siya, mas
naa pay dagdag nga strategies nga akoang madiscover pud nga makasagnga sa mga
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learners naku. So para jud sa akoa no maka-attend pud ko ugmigars, mga webinars

karon especially nga naa ta sa pandemic. So mga semgefsna siya makatabang pud na
siya para mag-add ug another technicgagsagtudlosa mgabata. ”

Constance

(I really need to attend seminars to be aided on hovardle my pupils and teach all their
subjectsAs such, | neetb go beyond and discover certain techniques and strategjepgrove
and discover more on what | can give to my learners.d mebinars in this time of pandemic
so that | carbe aidedon learning techniquesn how | teach my learners.)

Second, she also recommends the addition of teachéine Department of Education (DepEd). According to her, this
would help them ease their exhausiioserviceasthey get more teachers whanhandle the other subjects that they are teaching.
Through thisno more teacher wilbe compelled to teach and handle all subjects within thescl

“... akoang mareccomensdatoang DepEduthorities... kung puwedéang... madagdagan ug
teachers. Magdagdag pa sigteachers, maghire pa sila ug teachers kay para pud ang lessons
or kumbaga ang subjects, | mean mahatigauban teachers dili lang kay isa latagteacher
magtudlo sa tanang subjects... Dili loaded kadtong nagdala ug tanaegtssbj makuhaan
ang amoang.. kahago...”

Constance

(What | wanted to recommend to DepEd authorities is taaadchire more teachers. This is to
divide the lessons and subjects to other teachers, urtika there is only one teacher who
teaches all subjectk this way,we will not beloaded with all subjects. Our exhaustion il
thereby lessendd the process.)

Looking back, we have managed to grasp a glimpse on hovihndre@onstance immersed herself on the experience of
teaching all subjects within an IP class. Like the otbachers, she was introduced to certain challenges whightther lessons.
She also coped her way through survival by employing innoviaehing strategies and preparing her tasks from tirtimmeo
She also expressed her dalsupport all teacheiis the area by providing them more semireswell ashiring more teachers who
will serve as their reinforcemeritsthe field.

Overall, we can see that the narratives of Teacheo,Jiacher Amie, Teacher Jona, Teacher Primerose, eauhdr
Constance were highly similar. When viewed togeth®y shared similar experiences and insights in straigbhitea Thisis
evident as their compared narratives bore the followingéise (1) common challenges in straight teaching; (2) wagspifig in
straight teaching; (3) application of non-traditional teachpractices; (4) application of classroom management prart{be
lessons and insights gained from straight teaching; ant€6)eted to provide support to the teachers who handigbgicss in a
single class.

DISCUSSIONS
This chapter dealt with the discussions in describing the ivasadnd experiences of teachers who employed straight
teaching. Also, the different insights as well as #ssdns shared by the key participants were mentioned iohipter. It should
benoted that the narratives given by Teacher Jisoo, €edchie, Teacher Constance, Teacher Primerose, aaahé&eConstance
were closely similarto one another. More so, this chapter contained th&ossecfor implication for teaching practices,
recommendationfor further research, and concluding remarks to culminatedimpletionof this research endeavor.
Accounts on the Experiences of TeachersWho Handled All Subjectsin a Class

Teacher Jisoo’s Narrative

The first narrative was given by Teacher Jisoo dumggnterview with her At that time, she openly described her various
experiences in straight teaching. Her narratives startedive common challenges and frustrations which skbeweriered in her
teaching service such as the overwhelming number of daltfeat she taught, learning all subjects on a weekig,&tsuggles in
time management and many more.

Pieces of literature overlapped with the mentioned findksgstated by Joyce (2014), straight teaching entails s s#rie
challengego the teacherst is normal considering the fact that the task itself dartesto a great numbesf demanding duties that
need to be embodied and fulfilled by the teachers. Hdngsirations are inevitable when teachers are imedens a straight
teaching context.

In supportjn another literaturdt was opined that departmentalized faculties bring benefite teachers. This because
departmentalization allocates teachers with reduced workidglder morale and more time to prepare quality lessons in tlesses
(Strohl et al., 2014; Brobst et al., 2017). Evidently, thibdegs are not found in non-departmentalized faculties agcthose
teachers assigned do straight teaching.

Teacher Amie’s Narrative

The second narrative talked about the experiences of Treactiein straight teaching. Like the resftthe teachers invited
in this inquiry, she also described her difficult experieric@a her poiniof view. She bared that she was surprasgtie time that
her teaching task was delegated to her. She neverteggbat she had to come across with various geegijgpiaigeiical, and
teaching-related ordeals to survive.
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First, she shared that she encountered being bombardedanibus non-teaching responsibilities in st%g%ght teaching.
Affirmatively, this reality has been documented in litera wherein a news article revealed that a union ofipabhool teachers
in the country have clamoured on how the Departmentiot&tion (DepEd) has been nonstop in giving them non-teatdshs,
on top of their teaching dutieis schools. Exampledf these include the Results-Based Performance Manag&ysem (RPMS),
Daily Lesson Logs (DLLs), and other reports (Tomacruz820

Second, she also mentioned that thitbese tasks which she has to accomplish, she experiemoedse amourdf stress
in her job. To support this, the study of Cox (2016) bared thah&zs who teach all subjects within a class face @f Istress. In
fact, this becomes the antecedentmany teacher® leave their chosen profession. Definitely, teasheveto be cared for, since
they are the powerhouse of our education system.

Teacher Jona’s Narrative

For the third narrativeye have viewed Teachésna’s story which also delivered many revelations aboaigitt teaching
aswell aspoints that neetb be pondered upoby the concerned authorities. She has encountered chaliartgashingaswell as
difficulties in rendering her service in the area whemistassigned. Teacher Jona highlighted some of thenoa difficulties
which she confronted in teachiimganIP school, wherein she handled all the subjectssingle class.

She noted that she worked in an area which is deprivedatfieity. This posed a major problem on her teachingsffo
knowing that technology became a driving foreg@ropel education toward thearners’ minds nowadaydn connection, Jackoski
(2013) discussed the similar event in Sudan wherein 90 milligagfiers are suffering in energy poverty. This means lhsdeas
in the particular country hawe be delivered without televisions, computers, internet, @hér technologies which need electricity
to function and operate. Correlatively, this has impadtenl academic performantea critical degree.

In view of this dilemma, Teacher Jona also shared thdeahgedo use localized materiale compensatéor the lackof
technologies and resourdes teachingln relation, Paas (2016) detailed that the innovatfonaterials localizatiors also seein
Cordillera Region wherein learning resources are alswescihe good thingn this strategyis thatit does not only provide
alternative resources for learners, but it also helps te&te well and find meaning on the lessons preseatimn in the class.
Teacher Primerose’s Narrative

The fourth narrative was centeralthe story sharet me personally by Teacher Primerose. Simiitathe other teachers,
she also expressed her frustrations over the ordetththhaso facein straight teaching. Aside from the other difficultieseeyed
by the other teachers invited to participate in this stallg, mentioned that it is noticeable in straight tieacthat the learners
easily get bored and lose motivation during the class.

With respecto the available literature, a similar finding was a&saned. Accordintp Adusei and Sarfo (2015), the same
observation was found in a classroom with only one teaghe teaches all the subjects. Students lose the erghuiahe class
as they feel bored to see the same teacher througteodidyh There is monotony in the class which leadsdio tecreased levels
of motivation.

Given this, there is a need for Teacher Primroseetp gp her game. As such, she viewed that it is importagivéo
learners different yet interesting activities in thass. In connection, Allred (2018) cited that giving inséirey, engaging, and
relevant activitiedn the class arouse the interekthe learners. When this happémthe class, students get motivated to participate
in the lessons.

Teacher Contance’s Narrative

For the fifth narrativeye withessed Teache€fonstance’s storyasshe immersed herséff straight teaching. Simildo the
rest of the teachers, she shared with them the conpfigitts that she has to face in her teaching ser@iee.bared that among
these experiences, what struck her was the fact thatashéorced to teach subjects which she is not that contfideéead to the
class.

In view of the available literature, it was explained tidg is very normal in the context of straight teachimgfact,
Adusei and Sarfo (2015) supported that teachers assignedti@aigiit teaching is pressured to develop mastery di@bBubjects
that have to be taught to the learners. The crisissagis¢he teachers have to be proficient in all subjextsiding those subjects
which they do not personally favor with.

Certainly, teachers have to develop the skill to mastewudaiects. This serves as their prerequisite to opepttaally in
a teaching situation. More so, it does not only entkeths they also have to teach these subjects wittaskilproficiency. After
all, learning a subjeds a different story from teaching a subject (Minnot, 2016).

Shared Lessons and I nsights Regar ding the Experiences
in Straight Teaching
Teacher Jisoo’s Narrative

Teacher Jisoo apparently admitted that doing straightitegis quite challenging and exhaustiogher partasa teacher.
Admittedly, the experiences she had also taught her rhémyst Upon ponderingn her experiences through all these years
service, she shared her realization thadfate difficulties made her develop her passion towaashing and nurturing her pupils.

A literature relatedo teaching passion connects well with the above-statgght. Accordingo Mart and Deniz (2013),
passion stimulates the enthusiasm of teachers to gentiespite the challenges that she has to face irceemlie passionf
teachers creates ripplekeffectin the classroom which certainly affects both therlees and the teachels.one way, the learners
become more interestédinvest their effortén the classOnthe other way, the teacher becomes invigoretéehch ando inspire
learners.

In support, Serii2017)reinforced that passion makes a way for effectivettiegin the classroom. Henciéjs considered
as highly indispensable in the classroom. This is dubedact that it builds desire and enthusiasm on the pénedeachers.
Moreover, passion opens up opportunif@@sthe teacherto discover the full potentialsf the students.

Teacher Amie’s Narrative www.ijrp.org

Not far from the narratives of the other teacherschieaAmie also expressed her frustrations about the orttiedlshe

hasto undergadn straight teaching. She witnessed both strugglésaching the learneeswell asin surviving the area where she
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is assigned to teach. Nonetheless, her plights madedlaer something. Out of all these experiences, she hialstigﬁt that the
difficulties she faceds partof her sworn duty whicls to teach the learners.

Normally, partof theteachers’ job is to ease the pressuoe their job while they deliver welh the class. Aside from their
obvious role of teaching, they are also tasked to makéetirning in the class fun and active. Their respoitgilsl to make a
classroom the welcomes diversity, liberty in learnegwell as an environmenyt where learners feel sadatly (GamalLearn,
2017).

Hence,in a summary, teachirigregardedsa noble professiorit is not just a job thas to beunderestimated because of
the difficulty of its workloads and the salary that it entails. Part of the teachers’ duty is also to ensure the formation of the learners.
This only means that their self-fulfillment lies how well their students will fara classaswell asin life (Rayan, 2019).

Teacher Jona’s Narrative

Apart from the other teachers, Teact¥ama has also imparted her insights about her expeiierstmight teaching. Mostly,
she shared the similar realizations with the other ®adh the study. The most prominent insight she gagetieaneed for the
teachers whose camsesimilarto herto beprovided with trainings and seminamsstraight teaching, not just those trainings that are
not tailoredto their needs.

Parallel to the cited literature, Markworth et al. (2016) stigplothe contention that expert training should be given to
teachers who are in duty. Further, they added that tnigai should be focused on profound knowledge about the camtdnt
pedagogy. Thiss for the teacher be preparedn how they teach the learnénsthe field.

Similarly, Barber (2015) opined that teachers should be ggneraihed for them to be equipped with the skills to leac
learners. This is true because learners are highly diireteems of their preferences, needs, and abilitiessush, training on
differentiated instruction shoulak considered to contribute to the formatifrtrained teachers.

Teacher Primerose’s Narrative

Realizations have also poured TeachePrimerose’s mind. Thisis the resulof her year®f experience being assignid
do straight teaching. Among all the insights which shalgpghared to me, the most notable one is the nesdpjoort teachers
whose circumstances is similar to her. According to he,way of to support the teachers is to provide them suifficient learning
resources.

In connection, it is said that teaching has far transcefmettaditional use of chalkboard, textbook, and teachleitdal
deliver lessons to the class. Today, teaching has chatayegside the introduction of modern technologies which migeehing
more engaging for the learners and convenient fotethehergBusljeta, 2013).

In this regard, learning resources sastheteachers’ extended instrumenter the teachert teach ando continue their
professional development. They can use these resourckdier learning to the learners with ease. Using baokkjournals
relevantto their teaching assignments, their dieachers improvim a significant extent (Ross, 2017). The bottomigte support
the teachers to grant them access to these usefuiatstteenable thento function more optimallyn the field.

Teacher Constance’s Narrative

Teacher Constance has also held her views about straghtrtg to a certain extent. Similar to the other teagtahe
gave strong emphasis the needo departmentalize the faculty of teachierber area. Accordingp her, thiscanbe done by hiring
more teacherdn this way, teachers who do straight teaching waaltbnger experience the exhaustion and buadeéeachingall
subjects. She directed this request specifitaltire officialsof the Departmentf Education (DepEd).

The plea of Teacher Constance is understandable, t¢inerdact that literature has posed possible benefiishwh
departmentalization can bring to the faculty members.shit that departmentalization allocates teachers wditncesl workload,
higher morale and more tinte prepare quality lessoiirs their classes (Strolet al., 2014; Brobset al., 2017). Given this fact, this
confirms the claim of Teacher Constance that their wwaidd would significantly decrease, only if departmentadizdhappens to
their school.

Moreover, having more teachers also include more advantlage one seenig seein the contexbf Teacher Constance.
According to Chen (2020), having more teachers would be hdipfiuhe teachers in the area and the students. This tet
teachers since their workloads are lessened anétigtio a large extent. Moreovét,helpsto have more teacheirs duty because
learners would learn more things from more than one éeach
Implicationsfor Teaching Practices

My interviews with the participants helped me a lot mderstanding the varying experiences and views regarding th
phenomenorof straight teaching. Hencit,is now timeto use this understandirig provide wisdom and enlightenmesrthow the
teaching conditions of the invited teachers can beawsat. In this section, discussions are divided amongehsons or entities
which may find this study beneficial in the future.

First,to the teachers, the study has produced rich implicatibinwray help them cope and surviirethe teaching field.
The study has found that preparation, organization, emertianagement have become useful among the teaslieey brave the
challenges that they face along the way. As suchr tthehers may consider emulating these ways of copinglén for them to
continually stay, survive, and find happin@sshe teaching profession.

Moreover, it was found that teachers manifested vareaching strategies that they utilized to teach their learitaey
all agreed that employing differentiated activitieguyr works, and fun-filled tasks helped them gain more usefultsen their
teaching efforts. In the same manner, other teachersendamtext is similar to the teachers featured irsthéy may also learn
from their examples and teaching techniques.

Other than thait was gleaned that certain resources swsgtectricity, technology, and internet connection artepnesent
in the area where the teachers are assigntedch. Knowing thigt is highly encouraged that other teachers with simileesrasy
become resourceful in finding other alternatives to provide for the learners’ need of resources. In this study’s case, teachers
mentioned that they localize the materials since #tatents are mostly aboriginay} origin. WW.ijrp.org

Further, it was also uncovered that teachers had a needblancing between the supposed schedule for teaching the
lessons and the learning pace that their leacersnly attain.In this regard, teachermsaydevise other ways for theta strike
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balance between the two. Teachers may simplify tlsethesin orderfor the studentto easily catch up with the Iessé?ﬁs. Anotiser
to dedicate more timen the more difficult content, while allocating lessere for the easier ones. Thisto help the learners catch
up quicklyto the lessons.

It was also mentioned in the study that straight teachimgils a volume of frustrations and exhaustions among the
teachers’ path. In this regard, other teachers may reflect on how the teachers in the study coped their way through these negative
emotions that they faced. Teachers may take occasesta and consider their learnasgheir sourcef energy and motivatioto
continue. Indeed, this lingf work requires love and passion towasds’s duty. Hence, teachers are encouragdz more patient
and to always remind themselves why they started waitttiteach.

In terms of classroom management, it was also found thégdbkers have favored a learner-centered classroomiwher
the students are entitled to voice out their opinionfiéendass. To add, the teacher also maintains disciatideexercises her
authority,sothat thestudents’ behaviour wouldbe easily manageabli the same manner, other teachers are also adwipegictice
the modern strategies in managing the classroom. In thisandgissroom that is conducive for learning is enjoyedlldganers
in schools.

Likewise, the study has also brought to the fore the idea of seeking support from one’s colleagues in schools. As what the
teachers have said, they are never aitlotieeir journey. They have their peers whom they cafid®their sentiments and victories
confidently. Given this, the study implies that othexcteers can also look for support from their companionsdnaorkplace.
Hence, stress should i bottled up, buit should be shared to othasthatit would not consume them from within.

Another notable ideis the importancef Divine Providencén this lineof duty. Being aware that straight teachimgever
an easy task to embrace with, it is definitely importarttave a strong spiritual constitution in order to fdeechallenges with
trust and confidenc® Him. Hence, other teachers are also welcotosgek favor and strengtth God,asspiritual strengthis also
another asset which they can depend tpdimesof crises and trialim the field.

Second, to the school heads and principals, the studyirafdies that extended consideration should be giveneto th
teachers assigned in the hinterlands. This is due tiath¢hat it was found in the study that surprise visjtshe school officials
have largely left an indelible scar on the teachers’ memory. With this in consideration, the school officials may support the hinterland
teachers, and offer the assistance which they couit@ihem.

Third, to the higher officials of the Department of EdicratDepEd), they may also find significant meaning te thi
research endevaor. The findings of the study pointedt¢hahers are highly lacking in terms resources, manpsupgrort, and
trainings tailored to straight teaching. In this regard,dffieials may heed to these pleas and enact certaionactvhich could
improve the teaching condition$the assigned teachers.

Larger budget may be allocated to procure additional learningness for the teachers. The officials may also conside
investingon alternative sources of enerigyorderto enable the teachersuselCT resourceso teachin the hinterlands. Moreover,
mass hiring of teacher applicants may also be done tanade manpower support to the current teachers. Depariimierga
teachersnaycertainly helgn improving the teaching conditio$ everyone who is currentlyg the service.

Trainingsare also desired specifically for straight teachBgshaving traininggor them, they will alsdoe empoweredn
their lineof profession. From these trainings, tmegrydiscover teaching strategies which tieapusein their teaching endeavors.

As it was found that the teachers are bombarded withiteedi the DepEd officials are also encouraged to findsviay
reduce the workloads of teachers. Redundant workloads mdiyriieated while the most important ones may be retaindde
process.

Fourth, to the learners, the study also implies that @ineyencouraged to continue their studies. As it was omatiby
the teachers that they too are suffering by just attertdictasses on a daily basis, this study would serveraanifestation to
encourage all students in far-flung areas to continue attemwhat. Through this study, they may know that theahters are
always there to do everything for théofinish and attain education.

Fifth, the study also delivers certain implicationshte éxisting theories in the body of knowledge. The studyiésthat
the Theory of Functionalism applies well in straighth#ag, knowing that teachers have learned to adapttodurrent difficult
situation. In the same manner, Role Theory has beefirmead in this study, as teachers who do straight teachivng toatake on
multiple roles which is to become teachers of diffemrifjects in one class. Finally, this also confirmscthan of Stress Theory
wherein individuals are satd perceive the benefitr disadvantagef stress depending upon their self-assessoféheir limitations
and capabilities.
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