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THE SCENERY OF MAKARANTUN ZAURE/ILIMI (CENTRE FOR
ADVANCESTUDIES)ASAN ARENAOFIMPARTINGISLAMIC AND
ARABICKNOWLEDGE

Abstract
EarlyscholarsofIslamicandArabicteachingandlearninghadoften
establishedfullyeducationalactivities,basedontheirtimeandability.
ThiswasattributedtowhattheyhaverenderedtotheirUmmahand
how theysecuredtheclassicalmodeofIslamic/Arabicteaching,in
spite allchallenges.theireffortassisted in planting the artof
Islamic/ArabicscholarshipinthewholeNorthernNigeriapriortoand
afterShaykhUthmanbnFoduye’sJihad,tilltodaytheirendeavoursis
beenwitnessedthroughZauresystem ofeducationbyusingtraditional
syllabusandequipmentaswasdepictinthesceneryandthemodeof
teachingandlearninginZaureclassicalactivities.Tilltodaythesystem
isfunctioningandremainsalegacygenerationaftergeneration.
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Introduction

ThistopicshadeslightonthefeaturesofMakarantunZaure/Ilmi,

whichservesasacenterforIslamicandArabicadvancedstudies,and

beingacenteroflearning,itisaplaceforacquiringbothIslamicand

Arabicknowledgeunderaparticularscholar,eitherathishomeora

designatedplacewithhisstudentsaroundhim.This,asanattractive

system oflearningisadoptedinmostofNorthernStates.But,dueto

theimportanceofthecontributionsoftheseCentres,certainterms

thatarerelatedtoithavebeendefined,thesetermsare:Zaure,Almajiri,

MalaminZaureandKaratunZaure.
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1. Zaure:Simplymeansalobby,1oralargehallthatisopentothe

publicusedforpeopletomeetandtalk.2Itcanalsobetranslatedas

mainentrance,alargeplaceorpassagethatleadstothemaininternal

partsofahouse.3ThisisusuallyfoundinHausaandFulanitraditional

buildingsintheNorthernpartofNigeria,andthispartofahousetoa

HausapeopleiscalledZaurenGida.4ThetraditionalMuslim scholars

buildsuchlobbyintheirhomesseparatelyforteachingpurposes.It

dependsonthecapacityandabilityoftheowner.

2. Almajiri:

Linguisticallyalmajirihastwodifferentmeanings;Aljmajirican

bealearnerwholefthisplacetosomewhere,inordertomeeta

scholarforthepurposeoflearning.On theotherhand,theword

Almajiricanbetranslatedasabeggarorapersonfollowingdoorto

doorseekingforfoodoranyassistancethatpeoplemayrenderto

him.5

To modern scholars,the term Almajiriisa word derived or

borrowedfrom theArabicwordAlmuhajirwhichmeansanemigrant.
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Fafunwaexpoundsthat:

They(Almajiris)wereconsideredtobemuhajirun
(Emigrants)whohadlefttheirhomesinsearchof
knowledge.Eventodayapupil(theoneundergoing
training)inthetraditionalwayofeducationiscalled
almajiriinHausa,whichisacorruptform ofAl-
muhajir,meaninganemigrant.6

Rafindadiemphasizes such factwhere he says:“The word

almajiriin Hausa comes from the Arabic word al-muhajirun”.7

Accordingtohim,Almuhajirisreferringtopeoplewhomigratedfrom

MakkahtoMadinahinthefootstepsoftheProphetMuhammad(peace

beuponHim),butcontinuedtobeusedreferredtothosewhotravel

from oneplace-to-another,togetherwiththeirmentorcalledMalam (a

teacher)whilelearningtheGloriousQur'an.8

Generallyspeaking,thewordAlmajirireferstoaMuslim learner

oraMuslim studentwhohumblysubmittedhimselftoascholarin

ordertolearnIslamicandArabicknowledgefrom him.

3. MalaminZaure:(Teacher/Tutor)

ThenameMalaminZaurereferstoalearnedMuslim scholarwho

usuallystaysatthelobbyofhishouseoranydesignatedplacefor

studentstocomeandlearnoraskquestionsconcerninganyreligious
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andlinguisticalmatters.ThisisinlinewithAbu-Bakr’sdescription9

wherehesays:Traditionally,ascholarinmostcommunitiestakes

manyresponsibilities,and would berequired to respond to many

issuesraisedbymanypeopleondifferentareasofIslamicandArabic

sciencessuchas;theQur’an,Prophetictradition,Tauhid,Lughaand

Arabicgrammaramongothers.Someofthesescholarshaveindeed

reachedthehierarchyofbeingImams,Khatib,ShaykhandMuftis,and

forthat,theyarehighlyrespectedandrecognized,especiallyinthe

Northernregion.

Apartfrom teachingandlearning,thesescholarsareknownfor

theirinvolvementinactivitiesleadingtothedevelopmentofIslam and

spreading Arabic language in theirvarious communities,through

guidingpeopleaswellasworshipingandremembranceofAllah(Al-

Zikr).10Thus,theseactivitiesaretheircommitmentsduringthedayand

nighttimes.

4. KaratunZaure:

Thismeantatraditionalsystem ofteachingIslamicknowledgeto

higherIslamicstudents/disciples,popularlyknownas“Markarantar

Ilimi”.Often,thisisregardedasKaratunZaure,andthebeautyofthis

system isthat,studentsweremeanttomasterasmanyfieldsasthey
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could.

Still,MakarantarZaure stands to signifya certain stage of

IslamicandArabicEducationalSystem thatisanadvancestage,where

it is believed that its student’s elementary stage of study is

MakarantunAllo,andtheywereconversantwiththeQur'anandsome

preliminariesofArabiclanguageinwritten,memorizationandreading.

AccordingtoKhalid:

The MakarantarIlmiis the schoolofadvanced
learningwhichcoversthewholerangeofIslamic
literary,theology and legaleducation.In most
schools,the pupilstarts with eithertreatises or
bookletsontheology(Tawhid).Thisisfollowedby
Islamicjurisprudence(Fiqh…11

Thestudentwillkeeponattendingschoolwithoutspecifiedor

prescribedyearsofcompletion,andforthesubjectshewillbetaught

caninclude;Tafsir,Hadithandsomeadvancedbooksofjurisprudence

andtheologiesinIslamicstudies,alsoNahwu,BalaghaandLughain

Arabiclanguage.Abbasexplainsthesituationthus;

In the traditionalilmischools in West Africa,
Qur’anic
exegesis,Haidth,History,poetry,jurisprudence,histori
ography,scientific works, medicine, philosophy,
ethics,andotherIslamicdisciplinesaretaught.12

SOMECOURSESTAUGHTINZAUREANDFORMALISLAMIC

INSTITUTIONSOFLEARNING
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ThedevelopmentinfusingIslamicsciencesandArabiclanguage

into formalsystem ofeducation,led to theintroduction ofsome

IslamicandArabiccoursestobetaughtintheseconventionalschools.

Someofthesecoursesare:

a)Qur’an:thistoenableanindividualtounderstandtheQur’an

properlythroughitslanguage(whichisArabic)initsvarious

fieldssuchasTafsir,Qira’atanditsArabicwritingstyleamong

others.

b)Hadith:hadithwhichisalsoconsideredasthesecondmost

importantaftertheQur’an,isalsobeingtaughtinordertogive

guidance to Muslims in nearlyallaspects oflife and their

religious activities as wellas making him literate in Arabic

vocabularies.

c)Fiqh(jurisprudence):thisrepresentsthetheoryoflaw(Shari’ah)

andeveryMuslim isexpectedtoknowsomethingfrom it.Itisnot

therefore only limited to intending juristalone,butalso to

introduceMuslim tothewisdom andphilosophybehindsome

religiousritesinIslam.

d)Arabicliterature:thisconsistsofArabicverses,grammar,syntax,

etymologyandrhetoric.Mostlyfrom textofMaqamatalHariri,

AlfiyatbnMalik,LamiyatalAf’altomentionbutafew.

e)Theology: whichconsistofexplanationsofbasicsofIslamic
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doctrinesofTawhid(onenessofAllah).

thephilosophybehindmaintainingthesesubjectsistomakeMuslims

tobekeenintheirreligiousknowledgeandbemorallygroundtoallow

them tobepiousandrighteous.

ThemodeofTeachingandLearninginZaureSystem ofeducation

UsuallythetraditionalIslamicteachingoperatesfivedaysofthe

week,from SaturdaystoWednesdaysandthelessontimeisnormally

earlyinthemorning,13atimeimmediatelyafterMorningPrayerandit

willcontinuetillnoon.Someschoolsbegin afterSunrise.14 Some

‘Ulama starting theirlessons in the afternoon (Zuhr)to evening

(Magrib),whileothersfrom AsrprayertoNight.Therefore,thetimefor

lessoninMakarantunIlmidependsonthechanceandscheduleofthe

scholar.15

The system ofthe teaching is according to the classical

methodologyisonindividualbases,andnomatterthenumberof

students,eachoneofthem willcomealongwithatleast2,3or4text

booksandallwillbetaught,whileothersarelistening.16

ThetraditionalMuslim scholarsusetwoimportantmethodsto
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teach.Eitherthestudentreadsfrom hiscopyofthetextwhilethe

teachertranslatesandmakescommentsortheteacherreadsthe

Arabictextthentranslatesandmakescommentshimselfwhilethe

studentlistenstohim withaffirmationusingtheword“Na’am”.

Apartfrom the individuallessons,sometimes a group of

studentswhoarecolleaguesorwereatthesameleveloflearning

wouldbeassignedaparticulartextbookandMalam teachesthem ina

grouplesson.

Scholarsinthisrespectdedicateandteachwithoutcollecting

feesorreceiveanysalaryorassistance.However,mostofthem are

economicallyindependentsbecausemanyofthem arefarmersand

someofthem undertakelocalbusinessactivitiestomakealiving.

ThetraditionalMuslim scholars(MalamanZaure)whoaremore

elderly hardly do something thatwilldistractthem from paying

attentiontotheirscholarlyworksandactivities.Thistheydoinorderto

concentratemoreontheirteachingandwritingsactivities.Shaykh

UthmandidexactlythesameasmentionedbyYola.

TheShaykhvirtuallyretiredfrom activepublic
administration and subsequentlymoved to
Sokotowherehespenttherestofhislifein
teaching,writingandmeditation.17

AccordingtoAbdulkadirSafiyyu,theZaureeducationalsystem
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otherwiseknownastraditionalCentreoflearninghassomefeatures,

wherebyanycenterthatpossessessuchfeatureswillberegardedas

Zaure,KuttaborDihlizinArabic.Hesaidthat,Zaureisaplacewherea

singlescholarisheadingandheistheonlymasterwhoisincharge,

unlessifheassignssomeoneelseamonghistrusteddisciplesstand

forhim.18

TeacherStudentactivityinZaure

Scholars attraditionalLearning Centres are always aiming at

indoctrinating the students with good behaviors and etiquette,by

allowingthestudentslearnintegrityandbeingassuredinwhattheyare

taught,whicheventuallyhelpingroomingawellbehavedpersonality.

RespectingandobeyingtheteacherisarequiredmannerinZaure

system,sothatstudentwillacquireallthedesignatedobjectivesthere.

TheTraditionalIslamiclearningatthislevelhasits
majorobjectives ofmaking studentto be more
familiarwiththeknowledgeofQur’anicexegesis,
Ahadith of the prophet, Islamic law and
jurisprudenceand theexistence,uniquenessand
theattributesofAllah.19

Studentwillacquiresuchdisciplineandmakethem partofhislife;

thesewillallowshim to behumblyknowledgeable.Theindividual

lessonsaredeliveredbasedonfirstcomefirsthaveinZauresystem of

learning.Itiscalled“sabikanchi”inlocaldialector“Sabiqi”inArabic.
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Immediatelywhentheteachercomestothearenaoftheteaching(i.e.

Zaure/CentreofLearning),hewillaskforthestudentsthatcamefirst,

andthedayslessonswillimmediatelybestartedwithhim.

Abubakarspoke a lot20 on Zaure system ofteaching and

learning,how lessonsisdeliveredfrom thelowerstagetoupper,he

alsomentionedhowtheteacherwillinteractwiththestudentsandvice

-versa.

The nature ofbreeding and orientations induced in students

preventthem from arguingwiththescholaroraskingofsillyquestions

during lessons,sometimes due to crowd orlarge numberofthe

students attends,questions and criticisms are hardly heard or

entertained.Timefactormaynotbeadequateonthesideofthe

teachertoelaboratemoreonsomeissuesrelatedtotermsorIslamic

decisions,thus,noroom forlongdiscussionwiththestudentsor

detailingoncomplicatedterms,ideas,aswellaslonganalysis.The

Teacherismostlyracingagainsttime;oftenhehaslittletimesoheis

abletotranslatecontentsfrom thetextbooksonly,intheperiodofthe

lessons.However,realizingeducationalneedsoftheirstudents,some

oftheScholarsgiveachancetotheirclosestDisciplesfordiscussion

andsharingideaswherenecessary.Vis-a-viestheabovementioned

factors;vacuum maystillremain in this system ofteaching and
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learning.Thathasbeenthenaturebefore,butsomeCentre’shave

startedtakingthecorrectivemeasurestoreshapingandmodernizing

thesystem in(Dars)lessonClasses.

The traditionalMuslim scholars developed interestand are

sendingsomeoftheirchildrenandstudentstotheFormalIslamicand

Arabicschools;now therearemanywhoarehithertoZaureoriented

studentsbutarenowspecializedinmodernIslamicandArabicstudies.

Someareevenlecturersinthe,higherinstitutionssuchasUniversities

and during vacations,in theirfreetimeorduring retirement;they

engagetheZaurestudentsattheirvariousdomain/areas.

Thenew classesofscholarswhoZaureproductwerenowadays

functioning,theyareusingmoreinteractivemethodsofteaching,and

indeliveringlessons.

IfthatisthesceneryoftheZauresystem andtheendeavorsof

thetraditionalMuslim scholarsthere,thus,somepossiblehelping

handorgovernmentinterventionisneeded,inordertoassistand

enablethem inboostingtheZauresystem oflearningbyorganizingthe

traditionalintellectualcontributionsespeciallyinalltheNorthernparts

andtheNigeriaatlarge.

IgudaoutlinedsomepossiblewaysinwhichTsangayasystem of

educationcanbeassistedandrevived.Thesuggestionshementioned

arealsosuitabletobeappliedinmaintainingthetraditionalcentersof
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learning (Zaure),through governmentintervention to supportthe

enthusiasm ofthetraditionalMuslim scholarstoupliftthestandardof

ZaureCentres.Thisisbecausetheyoccupiedanotablepositioninthe

societyinhelpingtominimizethelevelofilliteracywithinthesociety,

by giving some vulnerable direction and rehabilitating them to

goodness.Hementionedthat:

Governmentparastatals such as Universal
Basic Education (UBE),NationalTeachers
Institute(N.T.I.)EducationTrustFund(ETF),
TertiaryEducationTrustFund(TETFUND)and
BoardsforArabicandIslamicstudies(BAIS)
from states like: Jigawa,Sokoto,Kebbi,
Zamfara,KatsinaandBauchishouldintervene
andrenderedcontributionstothem21.

TheIslamictraditional(Zaure)system ofteachingandlearningandits

positioninmostofnorthernNigeriaregion

Islam has encouraged seeking of knowledge and literary

activities.Thetraditionalsystem ofeducationisamongtheearliest

knowninstitutionoflearningthatplayedavitalroleinpreservingthe

realIslamicandArabicstudies/knowledgeintheearlyeraofIslamic

propagation.

Islam inWestAfricastrengthensitsbasisbyadoptingthetraditional

education,whichisanessentialmeansofDa’wah.Thenon-corrupted

21S.IgudaK/Nasarawa,TsarinTsangayunAl-kur’ani,aarewacinNijeria,tarihinsuda

zamantakewarsudahanyoyinrayuwarsu,IslamicFoundationBookshop,K.mataKano,2006,p.157-

158.
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Sufiscontributedinspreadingthetraditionaleducationalactivitiesas

researchexpoundearlier,theeducationalcenterswereestablishedin

MosquesbyteachingUsulAldintothegeneralpublicinaMuslims

communitiesandMadrasasforstudenttolearntheirreligionasan

alternativevenues/centersforimpartingIslamicteachingandlearning.

Gada’sstatementassertsthat:

The Katatib and Madaris were the real
centres oflearning through which Islamic
scholarship operated and developed.They
were known as Islamic schools where
Islamic–andArabic-educationwasimparted
tobothchildrenandadultsrespectively22.

Thissystem continuedtospreadwidertosomelocations.The

Muslim scholar’senthusiasticattitudetowardsteachingandlearning

madethem tocarrythetaskofteachingandpropagatingIslam and

Arabic language withoutany charge,couple with the factthat

knowledgewasbroughtto them,manyMuslimsattend placesof

learning.Thiseffortexpandedthroughthedeserttowhatisknownas

oldBornuareaorLakeChad,downtosomeplacesinNorthernregion.

Duringthemissionaries’arrivaltoNorthernregion,thetraditional

Islamic/Arabiceducationwasinexistence.EvenMungoPark,who

cametoeducatefortheScottishchurch,hefoundsometraditional

schoolsandactiveteacherseverywherehetravelledtoinAfricain
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areaswithMuslim populations23adoptingIslamicandArabicteaching

andlearningandwereculturedtoit.

The above statementjustified the existence ofnon-formal

Islamic/Arabiceducationmanydecadesago.Thetraditionalteaching

establishedafterShaykhUthman’sjihad,aswellashowtraditionalIlmi

centresareintheflagbearingareas.Thisshowsthat,thepeopleof

NorthernNigeriaupheldthetraditionalIslamicandArabicsystem of

teachingforquitealongperiodoftimeandtheytookgoodcareof

practicingitto-date.

Studentwillstartlearningofsomereligioustextbooksdesigned

forbeginners,from wherehewillbeupgradedtoanadvancedlevelof

learningwhichistheIlmiSchool(karatunlittafi).

Inmostcases,theIlmistudentsaredailyclassifiedintwo

sessions;morningandeveningsessions.AlthoughfulltimeZaure

student,canpartakeinthenightsessionaswell.Thenightsession

usuallyallowstheScholarextraroom toattendtohisstudentswho

wereinmostcaseslessinnumber.Studentparticipatinginnight

classestendstoaccomplishmore.Thissystem hasnoexaminationas

inconventionalschoolsystem,butascholarmayorallyrecommendor

endorseinwrittenclearanceorIjazatoaqualifiedstudenttoteach
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others,ortooperatehisownschool/center(Zaure).

Thelevelofpatronageintoparticularlearningcentersisrelatedto

scholar’sethics,etiquettesandthequalityofhisinstructionswhich

usuallyattractmanyadvancedleaners;itisamongthegoodquality

thatsuchateachershouldalwaysbeaccessibletoallpeople.24Insuch

Islamic/Arabiceducation,thequestionofbeingoldoryoungbefore

enrollingasastudentdoesnotarise.Whateveristheageofastudent

hecanparticipatebecause,educationinIslam isobligatory.

However,thestudentwillcontinueattendingtheCentrefor

acquiringknowledgeandskillsindifferentIslamicandArabicfieldsof

knowledge. ArabiclanguageandsomerelatedtextbooksofIlmi

weretaughtamongothers,suchas;Ahdariinfiqh,Arba’unaHadithin

theprophetictradition,Matnulajarumiyyah,NahwulWadih,Mulhatal

I’rab,Albalaghaalwadihah,IshriniyyahuptoMaqamahalHaririetc.is

beingtaught.Theimportanceofthistypeofteachingandlearning

activitiesisthatitisstillsafeguarded,anditisthroughthiswaythe

scholarlyhomes(Zaure)producedandareproducingtalentedand

qualifiedscholars.

ThemissionaryactivitiesofthecolonialmastersintheNorthern

Nigeriaontheirarrival,gavetheIslamicScholarscauseofconcernon

thefateoftheTraditionalIslamic/Arabicsystem ofteachingand

24 Ibid,p.95.



17

learning,whichledtheZaureproprietorstotirelesslyupholdthe

traditionalcentresstrongly.

ThetraditionalMuslim scholarslaterobservedthezealof

MissionariestoconvertpagansandMuslimstoChristianitythrough

someoftheiractivities;thesealsoledtheNorthernUlamatoadjustin

fortifyingagainsttheeffortofmissionariesthroughtheMuslim’s

Ulamaenlightenment.

TheadventofwesterneducationtoNorthernpartofNigeriawas

delayedandretardbecauseoftheeffortofUlamaAl-Islamiandthe

turningbackoftheGeneralMuslim oftheareaagainstthesystem …25

Thissituationaggravatedthere-affirmationandrapidre-creationof

theZauretraditionalsystem ofeducationinthewholenorthernNigeria.

TudunNufawacommentedthus:

Duringthecomingofthecolonialmasters,people
areexpectingbackwardnessinthetraditional
Islamiceducation,butitkeepsspreading,and
traditionalinstitutionsarerapidlygotincreasedin
manyareasmorethanbefore,whichassistsin
concretingthequalityandspreadingofTraditional
IslamicandArabicknowledge,asitledtoproducing
ofmanyscholars,whom theyprovidedsome
estimablewritinginIslamicstudies,Arabic
languageandliterature.26
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ThatwasthestateofthetraditionalZauresystem ofteaching

andhowitwasreinforced,tothelevelthatcontinuetobefunctiontill

date.

Curriculum/SyllabusinZaurecentres

SomemodernwritersheldtheviewthattheZauresystem hasno

syllabusorcurriculum,butlookingattheZauresystem andthestateof

howUlamaareimpartingknowledgeusingsomespecifictextbooks,

forspecificcourses,theresearchisoftheviewthat,itseemsthey

haveakindoftraditionalsyllabus.27 Theseriesofsometextbooks

whichstudentsatZaureusedtolearnandcoverchronologically,are

servingassyllabus/curriculum.Onlythatitneedstobereviewedand

arranged.Gadaexploresoncurriculum andthemethodologyofsuch

system andthebasisofcurriculum ofIslamic/Arabiccentres.

Scholars,writingonthecurriculum oftheQur’anicCentresoflearning

rightfrom theearliesttime,didnotgooutofthiscontext.Although,the

curriculum intheIslamic/ArabicCentreswasuniform throughoutthe

regionandthroughouttheperiod,itdidnotremainstatic.28

Thetraditionalsystem alwaysdealswiththewholecontentofa

book,whilethemoderncurriculum system selectstopicsorportions
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from thecoursesorfieldofspecialization.Theartofteachingand

readingofwholetextbooksinZauremayberelatedtothemodeof

learningQur’an,whichisaimedatreadingandlearningthewholebook

completely.ThesemadegreatimpactonZauresystem ofteaching

andlearning.Zaureproprietorsconsideredthecovertocoverreading

asanactofworship;thismaybeamongthefactorsthatmadethe

earlytraditionalMuslim scholarshesitatefrom composingmodern

modesofteachingintheZauresystem ofeducation.

Conclusion

Zaure system and the Scholars handling itdeserves government

interventionatvariouslevels,tomotivatethem,fortheyhaverightto

earnthenationalassistance. Zauresystem isavasteducational

program thatrevivesMuslims,throughwhatthepaperdepictinits

theme contents,thus;the proprietors deserve allthe necessary

supportsfrom thecommunities,governmentalandnon-governmental

organizations. Itis notappropriate to keep the endeavors and

contributions ofsuch importantscholars in historicalshelves or

inconsiderableinstitutions.
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