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Abstract

The government founded ALS to provide everyone with the chanmistain and finish a basic education in a method that
is suitable for their unique circumstances and requirements since eligiyoHias a constitutional right to a free basic
education. The ALS program would not be possible without the HellpeoALS teachers, who volunteered themselves
fully to teach and develop the learners' skills. ALS teachers must gswea21st-century skills that will help them guide
and equip the learners. This research study focuses on the denografite of ALS teachers and their 21st-century
skills. Based on the ALS curriculum and their demographic profile, winicludes age, sex, work position, and civil
status, this study intends to assess the 21st century competencies of AL$omsstilliis research used a descriptive
method of research design to provide accurate and valid reshiksstlidy includes 84 respondents. Results for overall
214 century skills of ALS teachers revealed that they are equipped wittetiessary skills to help their learners develop.
Furthermore, the results show that there is no significant relationship betvee2hst century skills of ALS teachers and
their demographic profile. On the other hand, life and career skillsehsigmificant relationship with their age.

Keywords:21st Century Skills, ALS teachers, Demographic Profile.

1. Introduction

Every society's fundamental building component is education. The singlenkestment that
nations can make is to create societies that are affluent, healthy, and ajted (Nations, 2019). Since
every Filipino has a constitutional right to a free basic education, the goverastablished ALS to give
everyone the opportunity to access and complete a basic education in a wayath@ofgiate for their
individual circumstances and needs.

Some Filipinos drop out of school, while others live in communities withoubteidepEd, 2021).
The government initiates ALS to give every Filipino the opportunity to accessanplete basic education
in a way that meets their individual circumstances and needs (Departmentafi&@tu The ALS Program is
a parallel learning system that offers Filipino oftschool children, teens, and adults a useful alternative to
the country's current official education (OSCYASs) so that they can access abtapard flexible optigto
help them build basic and functional literacy skills (UNICEF, 2022). A rangkiltsf are promoted by an-
formal education. As a result, it aids in the social and economic advancement of . countr

Just like any other formal school, ALS also is composed of teachers. Foeatlgets in the
Alternative Learning System (ALS), teaching includes caring for individuals wdoarin school, such as
inmates in prison, people with disabilities, indigenous peoples, reformers, anguestnelations employees.
A licensed teacher (LET passer), a resident of the target community/divisiotieaaloility to speak the local
language are requirements for being an ALS volunteer. Additionally, a candatate he in good physical
shape, have strong communication skills, and be open to undergoingaktiSgnDepEd)

District coordinators, mobile instructors, and education program spexiaiisking with ALS
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teachers have received training in life kKilincluding starting a business, time management, and basic
computer and ICT skills and knowledge (UNESCO, J0Zhese skills are essential for the development of
sane new educational abilities required in our modern world. The concepts ahdlifeareer skills, learning
and innovation skills, and information, media, and technology skills havdoaled their way into our daily
lives as part of the 21st century skills (Ataberk & Mirici, 2022).

In order to increase the capacity of the ALS teachers and supertais@®vide high-quality
programs to the students, SEAMEO INNOTECH led the training session. Thiagrairogram seeks to
improve the skills of mobile instructors and district supervisors vdide fostering a greater knowledge of
the evolving circumstances for ALS implementers (Seameo-innotech, 2020).

Salay, Lagonglong, and Balingasag districts accept the challenge of caterimgdordkidents as
learners of ALS. Socioeconomic information stated statistically as demographic data imchplegment,
education, income, marriage rates, birth rates, and death rates, among othe(Hayess 2022). This
research aims to measure the! 2entury skills of ALS teachers based on the ALS curriculum and their
demographic profile, which includes age, sex, employment status, and civiltetptoside relevant results.
The researcher investigated the significant relationship between sreetlry skills and their demographic
profile to identify whetheit could affect their acquisition of skills.

This study includes two variables, which are the demographic profile and theehtsty skills.
Demography is the study of human populations using various coramegptmethods. Measured by age and
sex, demographic approaches track birth, mortality, and domestic (R&3). The researcher aims to
determine whether the teachers' demographic profile has a significant relatiorthkip t'eaching skills. This
will help the researcher better understand the background of the respondethisdirand whether their
demographic profile could affect or not 21st century skills.

One cannot succeed in the real world with just information. Teachers mudeakdop 21st century
skills such as communication, creativity, innovation, metacognition, and praamg (Rdaman, 2019) to
be more effective in cultivating the skills of learnere term "21st century skills" refers to the knowledge,
abilities, and characteristics that are essential particularly dsatier’s transition into higher education, the
workforce, and adulthood. The current environment is dominated byolegiyrand media, characterized by
easy access to a wealth of knowledge, quick advancements in technological tdolse arapacity for
teamwork and individual contributions. A variety of practical and critical thinkibilities are necessary for
effective citizens and workers.

According to DepEd, the KL2 Curriculum for Basic Education of the formal school system and the
contextualized nofformal curriculum used by the ALS Program are mostly linked, they are natrepéicas
of one another. Though not identical, it is aligned. The indicators of fuattiberacy are reflected in six
interconnected learning strands.

The independent variable profile includes age, reemployment status and the civil status of the
teachers. While the dependent variable is th& @&htury skills of the teachers. These are communication
skills, scientific literacy and critical thinking skills, mathematical and problem-sobkiits, life and career
skills, understanding the self and society, and digital literacy skills.

Communication skills are the skills people apply when providing and receidrigus types of
information. It is a skill that enables us to understand and communicate effeetith other people, it may
be vocally, through written, or visual.

Scientific literacy and critical thinking skills is the intellectually disciplined process wieac and
skillfully conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating dataedlefaom, or
generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication

Mathematical and problem-solving skills are the capacity for critical, rational, andative thought, it
is the capacity to organize and structure.

Life and career skills requires paying close attention to building the necessarnditareer skills if they
are to successfully traverse the challenging personal and professional contixetsglobally competitive
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information era.

Understanding the self and society means developing a healthy seaeanfisocial responsibility that
will help individuals fulfill their potential and coexist peacefully in the settings @if families, communities,
and countries.

Digital literacy is the capacity of an individual to locate, assess, and shanmatifor using different
media on multiple digital platforms.

2. Methodology

The researcher used a descriptive type of research method to attain the objectives sstuilythis
The descriptive type aims to describe a population, situation, or phenomenoatelgcand systematically
To provide accurate and pertinent information, descriptive survey research usesreattombf quantitative
and qualitative data. Descriptive survey design, a quick research technique, engaggedtsevdub are the
focus of the study's goal (Voxco, 2021). This research aims toveistite acquisition of Zicentury skills of
ALS teachers and the descriptive type of research is appropriate. The study widingeber characteristics
of the population in a particular group of people. The main foctiseoflescriptive method is to describe the
nature of demographic profile.

For research question the researcher utilized frequency and percentage to display theutistrib
of data grouped by the demographic profile of ALS teachers. The mehrstandard deviation were
employed as statistical techniques for the second research question. They serasuassTof variation and
dispersion within the set of values. To identify the significant differenceseir®#h century skills of ALS
teachers when grouped according to demographic profile, an analysexiafice was conducted. This
analysis was used to examine the differences between the two variables.

3. Results and Discussion

Problem 1. What is the demographic profile of the teachers in terms of
1.1 Age;
1.2 Sex;
1.3 Number of years in service; and
1.4 Civil status?

In addition, young teachers are considered enthicsikkowever, as they age, their enthusiasm tends
to diminish, and teachers that are in their early 20s have an urge fovenent (Shilpa & Usha, 2018). It
was implied that new teachers were particularly engaged and foongbdir educational environments and
institutions (Aung &Yan, 2019). The work of an ALS teacher requirggrgficant amount of energy because
they need to go from house to house to distribute modules, especisdinate areas such as mountainous
regions. ALS teachers have to tehtrom one student’s house to another to distribute educational materials,
such as modules. This is especially true for teachers who are assigned to remdikeatieasnountains,
where the homes of their students may be widely scattered.

As we can observe in the table, female teachers have a percentage of 86.9fithis twn study by
Salvan (2020) that female teachers have a larger population than male téac¢herteaching profession.
This result also confirms the study by Shilpha and Usha (2018), whickl fbvah many learners felt that
female teachers were easy to interact with, compassionate, and hardworking. sTeslcbhemostly
volunteered are female. This implies that women regard the teaching profasséomocational field that
requires the concepts of caring, loving, and giving (Veronika, 2017).

Female teachers have the highest mean which indicates that they possess greatamphilesicto
male teachers, as teaching is a crucial task that requires knowledge and expertise ¢Alined018).
According to the study of Yenaand Allyson (201f@male teachers tend to exhibit a more nurturing and
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supportive teaching style, which can positively influence their students' acaperfitcmance and overall
well-being. Additionally, female teachers often demonstrate superior communiskilnand are more
adept at managing classroom behavior, thereby contributing to a more prede&tiing environment.

Tablel
Demographic Profile of the Respondents
Indicators Frequency Per centage
Age 21-25 46 54.8
26-30 20 23.8
31-35 6 7.1
36-40 10 11.9
Above 40 2 2.4
Sex Male 11 131
Female 73 86.9
Number of Yearsin Service 1-3YRS. 73 86.9
4-6YRS. 10 11.9
7-10YRS. 1 1.2
Civil Status Married 22 26.2
Single 62 73.8
Total 84 100.0

The next variable is the length of years in service; teachers who rend@ngehfs in service have a
percentage of 86.9. According to the study of Linda et al. (2020% thenot enough evidence to prove that
teachers who are beginning in their profession have fewer skills than teadietsave more experience.
However, Kini and Podolsky (2016) state that teachers can improve their effesfves they gain
experience in their teaching profession. That is why ALS teachers volunteen texgarience that will help
them in their future profession.

The table shows that single teachers are more populated, with a percentage of
73.8. It reveals that if the teacher is single or married, they are still ablévielyaengage and participate in
their work (Basaes & Dagol, 2021). This may indicate that single or married teaddrer able to acquire the
skills they needed to teach effectively. This could be due to a variety ofsfastich as formal education and
training, professional development opportunities, and experience gained tkeaabimg practice.

Problem 2. What is the level of ZLcentury skills of the ALS teachers based on the ALS curriculum in terms
of
1.5 Communication Skills (English & Filipino);
1.6 Scientific Literacy and Critical Thinking Skt
1.7 Mathematical and Problem Solving Skills;
1.8 Life and Career SkKills;
1.9 Understanding the Self and Society; and
1.10 Digital Literacy?

Table 2 shows theeachers” communication skills. It has an overall mean of 3.63 with SD 0.35,
which is interpreted as strongly agree. This means that ALS teachers are allerstama and deliver their
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instructions well to their learners. They are able to interpret what the learners wrote iindtheies and work
samples. The more successfully an individual can carry out these activities in thedqaudigon, the better
the teacher's communication skills will be.

Table?2
Communication Skills of ALS Teachers
Indicators Mean SD Description Interpretation
1. Follow oral instructions/directions in everyday life 3.55 0.52 Strongly Very Positive
situation Agree
2. Show understanding and appreciation of conversatic 3.60 0.54  Strongly Very Positive
containing some familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary Agree
3. Use everyday expressions correctly in appropriate 3.60 0.52 Strongly Very Positive
situations Agree
4. Show understanding and respect for ideas and feelir 3.77 0.42 Strongly Very Positive
of others Agree
5. Interpret properly simple common written messages, 3.63  0.49 Strongly Very Positive
signs, symbols, words and phrases related to immec Agree
needs or which are commonly used at work or in the
community.
6. Respond appropriately to ideas and feelings of other 3.65 0.48 Strongly Very Positive
through verbal and non-verbal means. Agree
7. Relay correctly messages, commentaries, news 3.63 0.51  Strongly Very Positive
aacounts, announcements heard. Agree
Overall 363 035  Strongly Very Positive
Agree

Note: 3.26-4.00 Strongly Agre®.51— 3.25 Agree,1.76 2.50 Disagree, 1.001.75 Strongly Disagree

Effective communication is an essential skill for teachers to transmit educationaaadjentheir
classrooms (Khan et al., 2017). This is important because, accordiRgstdyn Sword (2020), improved
academic performance is dependent on effective teaching. The findingshgttdhe highest mean score was
for item 4, Show understanding and respect for the ideas and &efimghers, with a mean of 3.77 and a
standard deviation of 0.42. This means that the respondents stemnghd that they possess this skill and
understand the importance of acknowledging and valuing the perspectivesiations of others. All aspects
of communication-listening, speaking, reading, presenting, and writidge involved in teaching. Teachers
who practice communication are better equipped to guide, counsel, and memtopiteeentrusted to their
care (Fredie Silver, 2018).

On the other hand, the lowest mean score was for item 1, Follow oral instsuatialirections in
everyday life situationswhich had a mean of 3.55 and a standard deviation of 0.58.ifdicates that
although this score still falls within the range of strongly agree, igjesstg that respondents may hae
slightly lower level of confidence in their ability to follow oral instructiomglmections. Following directions
or failing to do so might impair general learning and the developaietgsirable proficiencies in the context
of an academic environment (Sabrina et al., 2020).

It is important to note, however, that all mean scores in this section #ne nange of strongly
agree, indicating that the respondents generally possess the communication skiiscassthe survey. The
small variations in mean scores between the items suggest that respondents nshghtigveifferent levels
of confidence in their abilities across different communication skills. It isoitapt for ALS teachers to
continue to develop their communication skills to effectively engage with their learndiaciitate effective
learning outcomes.

WWw.ijrp.org



Jimnah P. Martinez / International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG) @ JJRP'ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

362

Table 3 reveals scientific literacy and critical thinking skills. It has an overall nfead®with SD

of 0.41, interpreted as strongly agree. It means that ALS teachers are atdgiite critical thinking skills.
The ALS teachers have knowledge about science in solving probleraseaablle to analyze information. For
employees who want to succeed and grow, it is essential to have the capagasotg think, and make wise
judgments (Hart, 2018). Learners need to be engaged in science literamjtiaaldthinking activities, which
may give them the urge to develop their thinking abilities (Vieira et al., 20h&.iMplies that teachers are
responsible for teaching the learners to be scientifically literate and to think criticatsachers must also
acquire the skill first.

Table3
Scientific Literacy and Critical Thinking Skills of ALS Teachers
Indicators Mean SD  Description Interpretation
1. comprehend how information or ideas may be used1 3.51  0.50 Strongly Very Positive
different circumstances or contexts Agree
2. understand the constraints of our design and when tt 3.50  0.53 Strongly Very Positive
look for alternatives Agree
3. analyse the arguments and supporting evidence 3.52 0.50 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
4. specify the specific information required to respondt 3.52  0.50 Strongly Very Positive
science inquiry question Agree
5. conceive of follow-up inquiries that narrow or widen 3.43  0.52 Strongly Very Positive
the investigation Agree
6. edit drafts and provide evidence to support your 3.42 0.52 Strongly Very Positive
changes Agree
7. create follow-up inquiries to learn more about the 3.54 0.53 Strongly Very Positive
preferences and requirements of customers or prodc Agree
users
Overall 3.49 041 Strongly Very Positive
Agree

Note:3.26-4.00 Strongly Agre@.51— 3.25 Agree,1.76 2.50 Disagree, 1.001.75 Strongly Disagree

The highest mean score is for item 7, Create follow-up inquiries to leamn atbout the preferences
and requirements of customers or product users, with a meana$c8re4. This indicates that the ALS
teachers strongly agree that they have the ability to create follow-up incuairiesrn more about the
preferences and requirements of customers or product users. Agcardie study of Ilham H. et al. (2020),
students’ ability to engage in critical thinking relies solely on the learning environment and the learning
process. On the other hantdetowest mean score is for item 6, Edit drafts and provide evidenceporsu
your changes, with a mean score of 3.42. This indicates that the ALS tesiihagree, but to a slightly
lesser extent, that they have the ability to edit drafts and provide evidence td sugipghanges.

Table 4 shows the mathematical and problem-solving skills. It has an overaloim&43 with SD
of 0.42, which is interpreted as strongly agree. This means that these demehable to address problems
when they are encountered in their deyday lives. They are able to solve problems that include
mathematical problems and terminologies. They allow students to apply what they\es le@mraddress
issues in brand-new circumstances (MamtaMandal, 2018). This implies that Ab8r&eslcould expose their
learners to solving problems, especially mathematical problems.

The highest mean score is for item 1, prepared to improve to imgmtgect growth, with a mean
score of 3.55. This indicates that the ALS teachers strongly agree that ¢hpyepared to improve their
mathematical and problem-solving skills to maintain project growth, while the lowest sgere is for item
2, capable of addressing problems, with a mean score of 3.37, wildichtes that the ALS teachers still

WWw.ijrp.org



%, 1JRP.ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

363

Jimnah P. Martinez / International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG)

agree, but to a slightly lesser extent, that they have the capability to goldrdeiesns using mathematical and
problem-solving skills. Sentence-based mathematical problem-solving abilities are ebseatige they can
enhance one's capacity to solve a variety of mathematical issues encounteredlifie dfaiter imagination
and creativity, and advance cognitive abilities (Ling & Mahmud, 2023).

Table4
Mathematical and Problem-Solving Skills of ALS Teachers
Indicators Mean SD Description I nter pretation
prepared to improve to maintain project growth 3.55 0.50  Strongly Agree Very Positive
capable of addressing problems 3.37 0.49  Strongly Agree Very Positive
shows the worth and significance of mathematics as aocheth 3.42 0.52  Strongly Agree  Very Positive
communication and problem-solving in daily life
describes the advantages of accuracy and precisioatimematics 3.42 0.56  Strongly Agree Very Positive
5. displays integrity and accuracy while gathering egqbrting data 3.48 0.53  Strongly Agree  Very Positive
numerical data
Solves real-life problems involving fractions and mixeanbers 3.38 0.64  Strongly Agree Very Positive
7. Makes simple predictions of events based on the resfudtgeriments  3.38 0.56  Strongly Agree  Very Positive
Overall 343 0.42 Strongly Agree  Very Positive

Note: 3.26-4.00 Strongly Agre@.51- 3.25 Agree,1.76 2.50 Disagree, 1.001.75 Strongly Disagree

Table5
Life and Career Skills of ALS Teachers
Indicators Mean SD Description Interpretation
1. Assess one’s personal strengths /attributes /assets/limitation/interests asa  3.74 0.44 Strongly Very Positive
potential employee Agree
2. Appreciate the importance of planning for life aradeer development  3.73 0.45 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
3. Demonstrate effective decision-making skills in lifelaareer planning 3.73 0.45 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
4. Demonstrate knowledge of themselves: their relationshifsothers, 3.70 0.46 Strongly Very Positive
their skills, their educational plans, future dreaams predictions for the Agree
future to develop life and career plans that inelgtort- and long-term
goals
5. Establish career goals 3.73 0.45 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
6. Ultilize resources for exploring occupational alteirrest 3.62 0.49 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
7. Determine the advantages and disadvantages of eartiirigg through  3.64 0.48 Strongly Very Positive
wage employment Agree
Overall 3.70 0.37 Strongly Very Positive
Agree

Note:3.26-4.00 Strongly Agre®.51- 3.25 Agree,1.76 2.50 Disagree, 1.001.75 Strongly Disagree

Table 5 displays the life and career skills of ALS teachers, which are crucislidoess in their
profession. The overall mean score of these skills is 3.70, with a stasheldation of 0.37, indicating that
teachers strongly agree they possess these skills. This means thattpeyfiaient at assessing their own
strengths and abilities and display excellent relationship-building and interpersonal skills

As noted by Darling-Hammond, L. (201 7®ffective teaching requires the demonstration of life
skills, which are essential for success in the workplace. Additionally, Chaiyama angdilkka@®21) suggest
that students entering the workforce should possess critical life aresgimyfal skills. This underscores the
importance of teachers being effective in their instruction, particularly inferomal education programs,
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where learners may require additional support in developing these skills.

Looking at the table, one can see that the highest mean scores are for #ef1S1and 7, which all
have a mean score of 3.73. This suggests that ALS teachers stronglythagréeey possess these skills,
which include assessing their personal strengths and attributes, appreciating the impbnéerweing for
life and career development, demonstrating effective decision-making skills iankfecareer planning,
establishing career goals, and determining the advantages and disadvantages od ésimintprough wage
employment.

On the other hand, the lowest mean score is for item 6, which has asswanof 3.62. This
indicates that ALS teachers still strongly agree that they possess this skill, ditintly lesser degree
compared to the other items. This item pertains to the ability to utilize resdaro@gploring occupational
alternatives, which is an important skill for individuals to have when considering differeet gaths.

Table 6 presents an understanding of the self and society. It has an oearalbh8.66 with SD of
0.39, which is interpreted as strongly agree. This means that ALS teduhezsa strong sense of
responsibility and accountability. They are also able to recognize the potential talergkillandf their
learnes. Teachers’ understanding of themselves is essentially important, knowing who they are inside or
outside a classroom (Yagan et al.,, 2022). This implies that understandingeltremmwiill help them
understand their learners.

Table6
Understanding the Self and Society of ALS Teacher
Indicators Mean SD  Description Interpretation
1. Sense of Responsibility and Accountability 3.71 0.45 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
2. Demonstrate smooth interpersonal relationships 3.67 0.47 Strongly Very Positive
between and among community members Agree
3. Describe the way of life or culture observed in one’s 3.63 0.49 Strongly Very Positive
community Agree
4. Recognize one's skills, talents, and abilities 3.68 0.47 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
5. Show tolerance and respect for others despite dive 3.67 0.47 Strongly Very Positive
of cultures and beliefs Agree
6. ldentify the effects of cultural diversity on oneself a1 3.65 0.50 Strongly Very Positive
one’s group, family, community, country, and the Agree
world
7. Express the importance of the contributions of ancit 3.62  0.49 Strongly Very Positive
civilizations to the development of global awarenes Agree
Overall 366 0.39 Strongly Very Positive
Agree

Note:3.26-4.00 Strongly Agre@.51- 3.25 Agree,1.76 2.50 Disagree, 1.001.75 Strongly Disagree

The highest mean score in the data is in the area of sense of respoasiditgcountability, with a
score of 3.71, indicating that the teacher strongly agrees that they haveeao$eresponsibility and
accountability in thei personal and professional lives. Teachers’ achievements, both personally and
professionally, will be elevated if an individual holds themselves personally aabtaurib the highest
standards of teaching (Kate Dagher, 2020).

The lowest mean score is in the area of expressing the importance ohthbutimns of ancient
civilizations to the development of global awareness, with a score ofA8tB8ugh this is the lowest score, it
is still in the range of strongly agree, indicating that the teacher has amggdedtanding of the importance of
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ancient civilizations' contributions to global awareness. People must comprehenthdyowonnect with
others in order to understand and interact with the social world (Catmur2eia),

Table7
Digital Literacy Skills of ALS Teachers
Indicators Mean SD  Description I nterpretation
1. conduct online searches 3.49 0.55 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
2. able to find the information that | want on the intern 3.58 0.52 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
3. able to produce my own texts using digital media 3.43  0.54 Strongly Very Positive
Agree
4. control the information | discover (organize, save, @ 3.49  0.53 Strongly Very Positive
store it for reuse) Agree
5. combine, adapt, apply, design, and innovate to 3.57 0.50 Strongly Very Positive
produce new works using the knowledge | have Agree
gained from it
6. able to interact with people by exchanging 3.62 0.49 Strongly Very Positive
information, imparting expertise, and producing Agree

information products that are appropriate for the tar
market, the situation, and the medium

7. determine whether the data | obtain online is accuri 3.56  0.52 Strongly Very Positive
pertinent, and beneficial Agree
Overall 353 043 Strongly Very Positive
Agree

Note:3.26-4.00 Strongly Agre@.51- 3.25 Agree,1.76 2.50 Disagree, 1.001.75 Strongly Disagree

Table 7 shows the skills of digital literacy. It has an overall mean of 3.530wighSD, which is
interpreted as strongly agree. This means that teachers are able to identify reliedde aod information
posted on a website. It also means that they are able to interact with othegh tveunternet. Today,
developing technological abilities is crucial, and a person has to identify meamirfigfnation in electronic
devices after a comprehensive review (Mukherjee, 2022). One of the mostamppalities that teachers
need to possess in today's culture is digital competence, which has gainiéidasigrelevance in the
educational setting (Basilotta et al., 2022).

The data shows that the highest mean score was for item 6, able to intéhapeople by
exchanging information, imparting expertise, and producing irdtion products that are appropriate for
the target market, the situation, and the medium, with a mean sca@2drtl a standard deviation of 0.49.
This indicates that the ALS teachers are generally confident in their ability to intéttactthers effectively
and appropriately using digital media. Interacting with people may include vidderencing and using
email (Brianna Flavin, 2021). This means that teachers must be equippeatigitiahtechnology, especially
in this generation, so that giving information to the learners can be easiipléethrough Facebook
Messenger.

The lowest mean score was for item 3, able to produce my own texgsdigital media, with a
mean score of 3.43 and a standard deviation of 0.54. This suggesid $hteachers may feel less confident
in their ability to create their own content using digital tools. Websites, onlinatinas, dynamic stories,
animation, and cinema are examples of more advanced multimodal text outputs igit#heage (Victoria
State Government, 2022).
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Table8
Overall 2F Century Skills of ALS Teachers
Indicators Mean SD Description I nterpretation

Communication Skills (English & Filipino) 3.63 0.35 Strongly Agree Very Positive
Scientific Literacy and Critical Thinking Skills 3.49 0.41 Strongly Agree Very Positive
Mathematical and Problem-Solving Skills 3.43 0.42 Strongly Agree Very Positive
Life and Career Skills 3.70 0.37 Strongly Agree Very Positive
Understanding the Self and Society 3.66 0.39 Strongly Agree Very Positive
Digital Literacy Skills 3.53 0.43 Strongly Agree Very Positive

Overall 357 035 Strongly Very Positive

Agree

Note:3.26-4.00 Strongly Agre@.51- 3.25 Agree,1.76 2.50 Disagree, 1.001.75 Strongly Disagree

Table 8 presents the overall*2dentury skills. It has an overall mean of 3.57 with 0.35 SD, which is
interpreted as strongly agree. This overall result of tiiec@itury skills of ALS teachers implies that they are
equipped to teach ALS learners (Kennedy & Sundberg, 2020). Acquiniege skills gives teachers
confidence that they can effectively help and teach their learners. As the ALS dezaherow assist and
impart the skills that their learners need to apply for a job and are able peteoghobally (Care et al., 2019),
these learners will be productive because they have a skilled ALS teacher, as Maha8)esafd0

Overall, learning is a continuous process that never ends. In the contelx® déachers and their
digital literacy skills, it means that even if they have acquired the necessaoertiry skills, they should
continue to pursue professional development in order to stay current gndgkesth the ever-evolving field
of education. Education is a constantly evolving field, and new ideas, tegiemland methodologies are
being introduced all the time. Therefore, it is important for ALS teachers tmaounsly pursue professional
development opportunities in order to staytoqtate and improve their teaching skills. In Table 8, the highest
mean score is for Life and Career skills with a mean of 3.Mowfed closely by Understanding the Self and
Society with a mean of 3.66. Both of these areas relate to personal and sotpelevelopment and are
critical for individuals to function effectively in society and their careers. itgans that understanding the
thoughts, motives, and views of others is an essential social ability for oydayeénteractions as well as for
navigating the problems of a worldwide society (Bockler et al., 2017).

The lowest mean score is for Mathematical and Problem-Solving Skills, wittaa of 3.43. This
may indicate that the surveyed ALS teachers may need further suppdrdiaimd) in this area. However, it's
worth noting that a mean score of 3.43 still indicates that the majority etitiieyed teachers agree that they
possess these skills at a satisfactory level. Finding answers to already-dg&iag)is only one aspect of
problem-solving. Additionally, it involves taking the initiative when something igolhg as planned.
Practice asking questions and developing curiosity about procedures andendesgour daily life (Kaplan

et al., 2023).

Problem 3. Is there a significant difference in thes2dentury skills of teachers when grouped according to

demographic profile?

The study aimed to determine whether there were differences in 21st-ceniilsyaskong
respondents based on their profile, specifically their sex, age, civil status, atiddésgrvice. The analysis
showed that there was no statistically significant difference in 21st-century skillsdmaser (F = 1.850, Sig
=.178). This means that there is no strong evidence to suggest thatandlésnales have different 21st-
century skills. One argument for why older people has special difficulties lganein skills is that their
cognitive abilities are declining with age. This is due to the likelihood that acquirieg akill will involve
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attentional and/or storage resources connected to working memory (Raw el®)., Tdlls may imply that
young teachers have more capacity and ability to store new ideas. Wittlsrem#&1_S, younger teachers are
more needed and efficient because of the idea that teachers need to v kmotorcycles in order to reach
their learners.

Table9
215 Century Skills of Respondents when grouped according to their Profile
Profile = Sig. Inter pretation
Sex 1.850 .178 Not Significant
) Age 4.080 .005* Significant
21stCentury Skills - i1 status 0246 621  Not Significant

Length of Service 2.357 .101 Not Significant

*significant at 0.05 level

Moreover, the analysis showed that there was a statistically significant differentsticeBtury
skills based on age (F=4.080, Sig=.005). This means that there is stidagce to suggest that respondents
of different age groups have different 21st-century skills. A persmgnitive abilities, such as retention,
focus, and processing speed, can be greatly impacted by ageNadéional Institute on Aging (NIA) study
(NIA, 2021). It implies that young teachers have more energy in créatiogation in teaching, teachers in
their early age have higher cognitive abilities. Regarding ALS teachers, they heasetby motorcycle to
reach their learners, particularly in mountainous areas where secondary edsaaticfeasible.

The analysis also showed that there was no statistically significant difference in rlisy-ckills
based on civil status (F =.246, Sig =.621). This means that there is ng strimlence to suggest that
respondents' marital status has an impact on their 21st-century skills. iAgclardBasaes and Dagol (2021),
there is no evidence showing that skills differ by marital status, whether a teashagle or married. This
implies that civil status does not affect the skills of a teacher. According to thgatlataed, there are also
married teachers in ALS who are able to actively perform their duties.

Lastly, the analysis showed that there was no statistically significant difference-iceBiisty skills
based on length of service (F = 2.357, Sig =.101). This means that therstieng evidence to suggest that
respondents’ length of service has an impact on their 21st-century/Akdtsding to the study of Linda et al.
(2020), there is no solid data to support the claim that new teacheidepl@mwver-quality teaching. However,
teachers who have served long enough have an advantage in their egperien

In summary, the study found that age was the only variable that had a statistggafigant impact
on 21st-century skills. The other variables, including sex, civil statusleagth of service, did not have a
significant impact on 21st-century skills. Overall, the skills acquisition othtracis highly dependent on
their eagerness to develop themselves professionally and their compassi@nléarriers that are entrusted
to them.

4. Conclusions and Recommendations
Based on the summary of the findings, the researcher has drawn the folbowotgsions:

1. The ALS program in the three districts of Salay, Lagonglong, and Balgchas a higher number
of females who are in their early 20s, single, and have been servingdfpedrs. This suggests that teachers
who are just at the beginning of their careers gain valuable experience thagnelfit them in their future
profession. It provides them with insights on how to effectively handleléaziners.

2. The result shows that among the mentioned skills, mathematical and probiem-skills have
the lowest mean score. This suggests that ALS teachers may not be highly equibjseghirticular skill.
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3. Sex, civil status, and years in service may not affect the skills of ALSetsadtowever, they
have an effect with regards to their age. Therefore, teachers who ther early 20s need more time to
develop and improve their skills.

Based on the summary of the findings, the researcher has made the followmgmewations:

1. The ALS program should welcome and encourage teachers who are paittyet DepEd to
volunteer, as long as they meet the minimum requirements, regardless of age,ayenidiéstatus.

2. ALS teachers should have the opportunity to participate in conferencegoarghops that can
help them improve their mathematical and problem-solving skills. The moest should provide suitable
seminars to assist these teachers in developing this skill.

3. ALS community learning centers (CLC) should promote a Gender amdldpment (GAD)-
oriented learning environment that encourages diverse employee baagretithout any form of
discrimination, as long as they meet the DepEd ALS minimum qualification standards.

REFERENCES

(2022, June). DepEd, UNICEF strengthen Alternative Learning Systentdoguality, relevant second
chance basic education. Unicef.
(2021, August). Descriptive Research: Definition, Methods & Examples. Voxco.

Abad, G.R., &Galleto, P.G. (2020). Alternative learning system program's impksinenlandscape of a
division in the Philippines. Cypriot Journal of Educational Science. 15(53-1088.

Ahmed M., Munazza A., Ishtiaq H., (2018, December). Gender Differemiiatsrg Teache’ Classroom
Management Strategies In Pakistani Context

Anonymous, 2020. Importance of teacher trairtiugosts

Aung Y., Yan Y., (2019).The Relationship Between Teachers’ Demographic Profiles And Teachers’
Perception Towards The Internal Quality Assurance Assessment AtalPmdgevel In Two Secondary
High Schools In Laiza And Mai Ja Yang Townships, Kachin State,

Basafies, R.A; Dagol, J.M.C. (2021). Work Engagement of Public ElempeBtdol Teachers and
Organizational Support, Journal of Management and Marketing Review) B{1)5.

Basilotta-Gomez-Pablos, V., Matarranz, M., Casado-Aranda, LA. et al.)(282ers’

digital competencies in higher education: a systematic literature review. Int J EduolTeigimEduc

Bockler, A., Herrmann, L., Trautwein, FM. et al. (2017, May). Know Beyves: Learning to Understand
Oneself Increases the Ability to Understand Others. J CognEnhanc-20992017).

Bowers, J. (2021). Gender Differences in the Use of Educational TeckindlmgyCase of Elementary School
Teachers. Educational Technology & Society, 24(1);-123.

Brianna F. (2021, September). What Is Digital Literacy? 5 Skills That Will ServéVetiu

Brookings Institution. (2015). The Current State of 21st Century Educatio

WWw.ijrp.org



Jimnah P. Martinez / International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG) @ JJRP'ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

369

Care, E., Helyn, Alvin Kate. (2019, January). Education system alignmeit $o
century skills: Focus on assessment. Research Gate

Catmur C., Cross E., Over H., (2016, January). Understanelif@ral others: from

origins to Disorders

Chaiyama N., &Kaewpila N., (2021, November). The Development of LifeGaneéer Skills in 21st Century
Test for Undergraduate Students:

Chalkiadaki, A. (2018). A Systematic Literature Review of 21st Centkiig &nd Competencies in Primary
Education. International Journal of Instruction, 11(3), 1-16.

Department of Education, 2022. About Alternative Learning Syster@ovph.

Department of Education, 2021Why is there a need for alternative learning system in the
Philippines?.Govph.

DepEd 2021.DepEd establishes Bureau of Alternative Education to expaodunites for outef-school
Filipinos. Govph.

Education For All. (2016). United Nationsttps://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/education-all

EducationPosts.ie. April 13, 2023 (n.d.). Home. Retrieved, from EEBcaGarganera J., (2019). Impact of
Alternative Learning System to the Quftschool-youths, Kasambahay, Indigenous People and Children-
in-conflict- with-the-law. Semantic Scholar.

Ehrenberg, R. G., Zhang, L., & Levin, J. S. (2019). Are Terlwack Professors Better Teachers? Economics
of Education Review, 70, 1-11.

El Refae, G. A., Kaba, A., &Eletter, S. (2021). The Impact of Demographaracteristics on Academic
Performance: Fac®-Face Learning Versus Distance Learning Implemented to Prevent tbadSpf
COVID19. College of Business, Al Ain University, Al Ain, United Arab iEattes, 2College of Education,
Humanities and Social Sciences, Al Ain University, Al Ain, United Arab Emirates.

Evans, L. (n.d.). Full-time vs Part-time Teachers: Who Does it Bettedimefum Blog
https://blog.edmentum.com/full-times-part-time-teachers-who-dodésbetter

Guiamalon T., Sandigan D., Dilna S., (2022, April). The Impact of Alternateening System in Cotabato
Division: A Case Study. Research Gate.

Hayes, A. (2022, August 31). demographic: how to collect, analyzeissndemographic data. Investopedia.
Retrieved February 19, 2023, from https://www.investopedia.com/terms/d/demogragphics.a

Hassan, S. (2019Y%e Influence of Teachers’ Gender on Teaching Styles and Student’s Learning Outcomes.
The Journal of Educational Research, 112(4), 464-476.

Hofer, B. K., & Pintrich, P. R. (1997). The development of epistenddgheories: Beliefs about knowledge
and knowing and their relation to learning. Review of educational reseaf(), 88-140.

Ilham H. H., Martina R., Ashar H. (202Q)nalysis of Students’ Critical Thinking Skills, Scientific Literacy
and Scientific Attitude in Ecosystem Materidite:///C:/Users/Hp/Downloads/125946518.pdf

Kate Dagher. (2020, Jun@éhat is the Difference Between Accountability and
Responsibility?

Kaplan Z., Courtney E., Pelta R. (2023, March). What Are ProbleningdBkills? Definition and Examples
Kaya, Y., &Simsek, U. (2017). A comparative study of critical thinking dispositions of university shig

WWw.ijrp.org



Jimnah P. Martinez / International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG) ‘.\ IJRP'ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

370

with respect to gender, academic level and departments. International Jditighleo Education, 6(1),
167-176.

Khan A., Khan S., Islam S., Khan M., (2017). Communication Skills deacher and Its Role in the
Development of the Students’ Academic Success

Kennedy T. & Sundberg C. (2020, September). 21st Century. Réldearch Gate

Kini, T. &Podolsky, A. (2016). Does Teaching Experience Increase TeadeetiEness? A Review

Kyriakides, L., Creemers, B., & Antoniou, P. (2009). Teacher Behadad Student Outcomes: Suggestions
for Research on Teacher Training and Professional Development. JofiEdloation and Practice
1(1), 1-16.

Kyriakides, L., Creemers, B., & Antoniou, P. (2009). Teacher Beha@ad Student Outcomes: Suggestions
for Research on Teacher Training and Professional Development. JotiEduaation and Practice
1(1), 1-16. Linda J. Graham, Sonia L.J. White, Kathy CologongRdb. PiantaDo teachers’ years of
experience make a difference in the quality of teaching?, Teaching addefegducation, Volume 96,
2020,

Ling A., & Mahmud M., (2023, February). Challenges of teachers wtearthing sentence-based
mathematics problem-solving skills

Mawas N. &Muntean C. (2018, July). Supporting lifelong learning thihodgvelopment of 21st century
skills. Research Gate.

Mamba M., Tamayao A., Vecaldo R., Paat F., Pagulayan E., Asuncion J., &20R)1 Study orientation and
college readiness among alternative learning system graduates in northeakpgringsh Eric.

Mamta M., 2018. Role of teacher in teaching problem-solving skills

Mead, M. (2019, August). Age and Technology: How Teachers@&@nTechnology to Enhance Learning.
EdTech MagazineMukherjee, S. (2022, June). Why is digital literacy important for teacl@esaplus

Raw RK, Wilkie RM, Allen RJ, Warburton M, Leonetti M, Williams JHG, Mon-Williafk (2019 Feb
7).Skill acquisition as a function of age, hand and task difficlitteractions between cognition &n
action.PLoS One.;14(2):e0211706

Rees, P. (2018). Demograpl8gience Direct

National Education Association (NEA). (2021). Teaching in the 21st century

National Institute on Aging. (2021). Cognitive Health and Older Adults.

Pew Research Center. (2013, February 28). How Teachers Are Using [bgghab Home and in Their
Classrooms

Rahman, M. M. (2019). 21st Century Skill "Problem Solving": Definthg Concept. Asian Journal of
Interdisciplinary Research, 2(1), 71-81.

SabrinaD., EdwardL., Adam M. P. (2020, August). The Psychology of Following bndions and Its
Implications American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education Aug B2®) ajpe7779;

Salvan B., (2020, Decembeteachers’ Demographic Profile on the Learners’ Performance Using K-12
Earth and Space module

Seameoinnotech. (2019, September 23). ALS Teachers and District Supémasorsn Life Skills

Shilpa S., Usha U., (2018, November). Influence of Gender and Ajeaahers on Teaching: Students
Perspective

Silver, F. (2018, July). Why Is It Important for Teachers to Hawed Communication Skills?

Stauffer, B. (2022, January). What Are 21st Century Skills? ICEV.

Sword R. (2020, November). Effective Communication in the Classr8kits for
Teachers

Tamsin H. (2018, October). Teaching critical thinking in scienge key to students’
future Success.

WWw.ijrp.org



Jimnah P. Martinez / International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG) @ JJRP'ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

371

Unesco. (2021, november). Enhancing capacity of alternative learmsitegsfals) teachers through lifeskills
training

Van Laar, E., van Deursen, A. J. A. M., van Dijk, J. A. G. M.,&&Hhan, J. (2020).

Determinants of 21st-Century Skills and 21st-Century Digital SkiisWiorkers: A Systematic Literature
Review SAGE Open, 10(1).

Veronika T., Miheli¢ M., &Ceplak M. 2017. Gender in the Teacky Profession: University Students’ Views
of Teaching as a Career

Victoria State Government Department of Educationo. (2022, January). Crealiingoohal texts

Vieira T., Marques R., Celina., (2016, May). Fostering Scientific Literang Critical Thinking in
Elementary Science Education

Voxco. (2021, September 29). Descriptive Research Design [Blog post]. Refrie@ved

Wang, C. Y., & Lin, C. Y. (2020)Factors Affecting Teachers’ Adoption of 21st Century Skills: Evidence
from a Survey of Taiwanese Elementary School Teachers. Internafionenal of Information and
Education Technology, 10(2).

Xie, K., Lin, X., & Liu, Y. (2020). Teachers’ Work-Family Conflict and Job Satisfaction: A Moderated
Mediation Model. Journal of Education and Practice, 11(7), 40-47.

Yagan, E., Ozgenel, M. &Baydar, F. Professional self-understanding of teachers in different career stages:
phenomenological analysis. BMC Psychol 10, 57 (2022).

Yang, J., & Kim, S. (2020). The use of demographic data in utedefing and improving communities: A
review of the literature. Journal of Community Practice, 28(2), 146-168.

Yena K., Allyson W., (2017) The Effect of Teacher Gender and Genderaits Ton Perceptions of
Elementary School Teachers

Zaki, A. (2019). The Impact of Gender on 21st Century Skills in Tegclhirternational Journal of Higher
Education

WWw.ijrp.org



