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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the “Effects ofthe My SchoolCertificate

StudentsinSelectedSchoolsinBauchiTown”.Onehundredandforty

(140)studentsweresampledoutoftwohundredandforty-four(244)

totalpopulationoftwosecondaryschools.Seventy(70)studentswere

selectedintwo(2)classesoftheSS2inGovernmentSecondarySchool

Miri,BauchiState,andwereusedfortheexperiment.Anotherseventy

(70)studentswereselectedinthetwo(2)classesoftheSS2ofGSS

Shadawanka Barracks,BauchiState who were used as the control

group.The experimentalgroup was treated with eight(8)types of

sentencepatterns,whilethecontrolgroupembarkedontheirnormal

writing lessonsforsameeightweeks.Both groupswerepre-tested

before the treatmenton the experimentalgroup.A post-testwas

administeredtothetwogroupsafterthetreatment.T-testwasusedto

analyze the scores obtained from the tests.The overallresults

revealed significantdifference between the written English mean

performancescoresoftheexperimentalandcontrolgroupsafterthe

treatment.The study,therefore,recommended the inclusion ofthe

teachingandlearningofdifferentsentencepatternsinwritinglessons

amongSeniorSecondarySchoolCertificateStudents.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1 BackgroundtotheStudy

Variety in sentence length,style

andstructuremakeswritingmorelivelyand

interesting. It enables the writer to

emphasizewhathewantsto emphasize

andde-emphasizewhatheconsidersless

important.Thus,itprovides a match of

thoughtandstructure(Ogwuche,2008).It

isinthisveinthatthepresentstudyseeks

tofindouttheeffectsofthemasteryof

different sentence patterns on school

certificate students’ written English

performanceintwosecondaryschoolsin

BauchiState.

Thisresearchcameupasaresult

oftheexperienceintheusualcontactwith

the publicexamination bodiesin Nigeria

during the marking ofstudents’English

languagescripts.Thestudyisconcerned

with the candidates’persistentfailure in

senior school certificate examinations.

Writtenessaysarescoredbelow standard,

because students’ writings are

monotonous,boringandshort.Thismeans

thetargetscoresarehardlyreached.The

essaywritingquestiondemands450words,

whereasthecandidateswritefarlessthan

that.This shortage ofwords and short

constructionscontributeimmenselytothe

failure of English language certificate

examinations,especially in the content,

organization,expression and mechanical

accuracy components of the marking

scheme.

Nigerian secondary school

studentshaveproblemsinthelearningof

English language as revealed in their

performance in the subject at public

examinations (Kolawole 1998; Anoma

2005).ThepoorperformanceinEnglishis

evidentin the breakdown ofMay/June

SSCE2010/2011inNigeriaasawhole.The

failure rate was 72 percentin 2008,74

percentin2009and2010.In2011/12,451,

187candidatesof1,351,577whosatfor

theexaminationobtainedcreditinEnglish

language.NECO2010revealsthatatotal

of1,143,169candidatesregisteredforthe

examinationbutonly244,456candidates

passed English language atcreditlevel

(Promise,2013).

Based on the above statements,

the present study intends to find out

possibleimprovementorotherwiseofthe

writing performance of students by

exposing them to different sentence

patterns.This would be done bypaying

attention to exposing students to the

masteryofdifferentsentencepatternsand

aspectsofscoring patternslikecontent,

organization,expression and mechanical

accuracywhicharecrucialinthetreatment.

Writingisameansofrecordingexperience

usuallyon paper.Such recordsoffacts,

opinion, and observations provide

permanentrecordswhichcanbereferred

to when we can no longerrely on our

memory forundistorted version of the

incident (Bloomfield, 1982). Thus, by

discoveringtheeffectsofthemasteryof

differentsentence patterns on students’

writing in this study,it is hoped that

students’writing abilityand performance

couldbeimproved.

Asentenceisthelargestlinguistic

unitonwhichgrammaticalrulesorpatterns

apply.Itisattheoppositeendofthescale

ofgrammaticalitemsfrom themorpheme,

the smallest grammatical unit

(Mcgrego,2009).The sentence pattern is

the arrangementofwords,phrases and

clauses in a sentence:thatis sentence

varietyandstyle(Benjamin,2007).Almost

allsentencesintheEnglishlanguagefall

into differentpatternsdeterminedbythe

presence and functions ofnouns,verbs,

adjectives,andadverbs.Thismeansthata

studyoftheinfluenceofsentencepatterns

on students’writing performance may

improvetheirwritingability.

1.2 StatementoftheProblem

Thecryofthefallenstandardof

educationinreferencetothepoorstateof

English among studentsispersistentall

overthecountry.Inmostcases,theblame

isgenerallyon theschooland accusing

fingersareonteachers.Theresultsofthe

publicEnglishlanguageexaminationsuch

asWAEC/SSCEhaveexposedasituationin
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which students’essays hardly get the

requiredwordsof450asexpectedbythe

examinationbodies.Apartfrom theinability

to meetup with the targetnumberof

expected words,the written essays are

boring and lack differentiated sentence

patternsandstylesthatcanaidlogicaland

functionalcommunication.

Theproblem oflackofexposureto

differentsentencepatternsintheprocess

of writing essays and constructing

sentencesinschoolsisacriticalissuethat

thisstudyisconcernedwith.Also,lackof

connectionbetweenthebodyoftheessay

and thecontentofthequestion isthus

anotherproblem.Although,mostofthe

students’essaysarenotwellorganizedand

the expressions are vague,boring and

sometimes lack adequate connection,

howeverimportantpointsareoutlined.The

failureratecouldbeattributedtotheirlow

performance in English expressions and

lack of the mechanical accuracy

componentsofthewrittenessays.

To sum up the statements above,the

problem is:

i. there is a mass failure in WAEC

(English)attributedtopoormasteryof

writingskills.

1.3 PurposeoftheStudy

Themainpurposeofthestudyisto

examine the effects ofthe mastery of

differentsentencepatternsonthewritten

Englishperformanceofschoolcertificate

studentsoftwoselectedschoolsinBauchi

Metropolis.Anotherspecificpurposeofthe

studyisto:

- determinethelevelofimprovement,if

any,in the students’expressionsin

written English performance before

and after exposure to different

sentencepatterns.

1.4 ResearchQuestion

Theresearchquestionansweredby

thefindingsofthisstudyis:

i. Whatis the effectofexposure to

differentsentence patterns on the

expression component of school

certificatestudents’writtenEnglish?

ii. Needtoaddmorequestions.

1.5 ResearchHypotheses

Goingbythespecificobjectiveof

theresearch,thefollowingnullhypotheses

weretested

- There is no significant difference

between the performance ofthose

students exposed to different

sentencepatternsandthosethatwere

notinwrittenEnglishexpression.

1.6 BasicAssumptions

In this study,the following basic

assumptionsaremade:

i. constructingsentenceswithdifferent

sentence patterns could have a

positiveeffectonthewrittenEnglish

performance of schoolcertificate

students.

ii. exposure to different sentence

patternsmaynotinfluencestudents’

writing performance of school

certificatestudentsand;

iii. thesentencepatternsexposedtothe

studentswouldbegenerallygood.

1.7 SignificanceoftheStudy

Thisstudycould beofimmense

significance to students, teachers of

English and educationaladministrators.

Students’writingskillsatsecondaryschool

level could be developed through the

recommendationsthatwouldbemadeat

theendofthestudy.

Itishopedthatthisstudywould

contribute to knowledge, especially in

teaching/learning and in assessing the
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style of writing through sentence

constructions in written essays.This is

becausethemasteryofwritinggenerally

exhibitsademonstrationoftheknowledge

ofgrammar,diction,mechanicsandabove

all,discoursestrategies.

The study could equally be of

importance to teachers of the English

language since it would suggest

appropriate instructional options in

teachingdifferentsentencepatternsforthe

improvement of the students’ writing.

Educationaladministrators,caninitiatethe

inclusionofsentencepatterns’teachingin

secondaryschoolcurriculum iftheresultof

thestudyturnsoutpositive.Thiscouldbe

madepossiblethroughusingthetextbooks

that discuss sentence patterns and

includingthepatterns inthecurriculum as

itcouldbeusefultotextbookwritersand

curriculum planners.

1.8. ScopeandtheDelimitation

Thescopeofthisstudyislimited

to two secondary schools in Bauchi

metropolis.Theyarechosenbecausethey

admit different students from different

parts of the state and with different

backgrounds.The schools also produce

results thatare true ofthe situation of

secondaryschoolsinthestate.Thestudy

is limited to finding outthe effects of

sentence patterns on students’writing

performance.Thedesignofthestudyalso

leadstothedelimitednessofitsscope.A

quasiexperimentaldesign needs an in-

depth study for a considerable period.

Instrument of the research (test) also

compelsthelimitednessofthescope.

REVIEW OFRELATEDLITERATURE

2.1. Introduction

This paper reviews related

literaturetothestudy.Thereviewedareas

include:written English performance of

schoolcertificate students;aspects of

literarycomposition;content,organization,

expressionandmechanicalaccuracyand

sentencepatterns.Attheendofthereview,

analyses of the effectiveness of the

mastery of different sentence patterns

wouldbepresented.

2.2. WritingSkill:IssuesandEffects

This section discusses concepts,

issues and effects related to written

Englishperformanceofschoolcertificate

students.Atthe end ofthe discussion,

areasimportanttothestudyareoutlined.

Writingisanimportantskillthata

language learner must master in a

proficientmanner.Itcanbeinacontinuous

form asinessays,letterwriting,technical

andnon-technicalwriting.Itcanalsobein

anoncontinuousform asinpostbills,note

making,charts and accounts (Olaofe,

2013). However, regardless of one’s

proficiency in speech,Brown and Yule

(1998)indicatethatwritingmayposesome

challenges.Asaskill,writingencompasses

alargebodyoflanguageactivities.Agood

writerisrequiredtotakeintoaccountthe

readerandhow tointerprettheintended

meaning,(Yerima,2013). The National

PolicyforEnglish Language Arts (1989)

suggeststhat“anappropriatewritingtask

shouldalwaysfocusupontheexplanation

andawarenessofwhatwritersactuallydo

andwhatchoicetheymakewhentheywrite”

(p.23).

Writing ismoredifficultto teach

andlearnthanmostpeoplerealizebecause

itpresentssomuchthatispersonalabout

the individualwriter.Itis seen to be a

personalaccomplishmentand a lifelong

skillthatrequires patience,practice and

confidencebuilding,product,thoughtand

process. Instructions of English as a

Second Language has often focused on

improving students’skills and ability in

speaking, listening and reading, while

ignoringthedevelopmentofthestudents’

writingskills(Edelskey,1982;Edelskeyand

Smith,1989).Harris(1985)concludedthat

only20%ofEnglishasaSecondLanguage

(ESL)instructionisconcernedwithwriting

activities.Ofthe75percent,twopercent

wererelatedtothemechanicalaspectof

writing such as syntax,punctuation and

speaking.ForL2 learners,writing is an

essential language reinforcing skill

(Krashen,1977).Thelackofattentionto
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writing instruction has been an area of

neglectcompared to otherskills ofthe

language (Graves,1984).The need for

soundwritingresearchisgreaterthanever.

Amongthefourskillsoflanguage

thatlearnershavetoacquire,writingasthe

lastskill,is very significantbecause it

essentiallyinvolvesthecorrectlydeveloped

productionofwhatthelearnerhaslearnt,

hisexperienceinacontext,meaningand

possibility ofsharing meaning with the

reader.This is whySawyerand Sawyer

(1993)indicatethatwriting,whichcouldbe

seenastheabilitytoproducecorrectforms

ofwordsandsentences,isaveryimportant

skillinlanguageacquisition.

The West African Examination

Council’s57thReport(2008-2010)onsenior

secondaryschoolCertificate pointed out

thatin2008,23%ofthecandidatespassed

Englishlanguageatcreditlevel.In2009,

only21% passed,samein2010/11.Many

studentshavetheirresultsseizeddueto

their involvement in examination

malpractice.Olayemi(1980)quoted the

Chairman of WAEC as saying that

candidatesshowedalackofacquaintance

withessayformats.Parents,teachersand

employersoflabourhaveallcomplainedof

near illiteracy of modern learners,

especiallyconcerningtheinabilitytowrite

goodessays.Itcouldalsobeasaresultof

writing monotonous, boring and short

essays.

AccordingtoOlaofe(2009),sector

analysisisdesignedforwritingofEnglish,

sincesecondlanguagelearnersaremore

concernedwiththewrittensystem ofthe

language.Itprovidesdifferentmechanisms

forgeneratingdifferentkindsofoperations

onthepositionsinasentencelayer.Some

oftheseoperationsinclude:leavingsome

positions filled and unfilled to produce

varietiesofsentences,shiftingsomefillers

of particular position that can

accommodatesuchfillers,andpostponing

somepositionsbypushingsuchpositions

forwardforemphaticpurposes.

However,asinthecasewithSSCE

essaywritinginNigeria,aperiodoffifty

minutesisallocatedtothepaperwiththe

expectation of 450 word length. The

evaluationis,therefore,basedonthefour

aspectsofthemarkingscheme:content,

organization,expression and mechanical

accuracy.Assuch,goodideasarevalued

and flaws penalized. The content is

expected to be well organized with

demonstrationofaverysoundcommand

ofthelanguage(expression)thatisdevoid

ofpoormechanics(WAEC,2005andNECO

1995).

The body of literature reviewed

abovedidnotparticularlyaddresstheissue

ofsentencepatternvariationsinstudents’

writtenEnglishasthereasonforstudents’

failure.This is whatthe presentstudy

intendstoinvestigate,thatishowinclusion

ofsentencepatternsinthecurriculum will

enhance writing performance.The study

wouldbeofimmensebenefittostudents

ontheaspectofexpression,whichisthe

componentthatsentencevarietyandstyle

is allocated highestscore in an essay,

based on the senior schoolcertificate

examinations’markingscheme.

Since sentence patternshave to

dowithsententialoperationbytheuseof

differentmechanisms,the presentstudy

would borrow Olaofe’s (2009) and

Rosetta’s (1998) shifting process

patterninginteachingthesubjects.Fillerof

slotsinsentenceswouldalsobeemployed

in the treatment.These are listed and

explainedbelow.

2.3. SentencePatternsand
ExpressionComponentofStudents’
WrittenEnglish

AccordingtoWASSCE(2008),the

positive quality to be looked forunder

expression includes the following:clarity

and generalappropriateness,variation of

sentence structures and types,judicious

useoffigurativelanguageandskilfuland

sophisticateduseofpunctuation.Ogwuche

(2005) sees expression component of
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essaywriting as the overallstyle ofan

essay:thetoneisappropriate(humorous,

serious,reflective and satirical),whether

thereissufficientandappropriatevariety

(factual,analytical,evaluative,reflective)

andwhethersufficientcreativityisused.It

can also referto the style ofindividual

sentences:whetherthereistheuseofa

variety ofsentence lengths and styles,

whethersentencesarewordedclearlyand

whetherword choice is interesting and

appropriate.

Lagosbooksclub.wordpress.com

(2012) highlights that for each essay,

expressionhasamaximum of20marksin

the students’written essays.Expression

referstovocabularychosen,whichshould

reflectthegeneralaudienceatmosphereor

formatofcomposition.Vocabularymust

also be controlled and the sentences

structured.Examinersarenotexpectedto

beundulyinfluencedbymechanicalerrors.

Manycandidates sufferfrom a severely

restricted vocabulary and the sentences

written are translations of the mother

tongue,resulting in many un- English

collocations(Setzler,2002-2007).Students’

written articles and formalletters are

expectedtouseformalexpressions.They

shouldavoidslangexpressions,shortened

forms, colloquialisms and the likes

(FME/STUP,2007/2008).

Ibe(2005)looksatexpressionas

how materials are presented.The good

writeristheonewhoseexpressionisso

captivatingthatthereaderwishestogoon

reading.Thisincludesaproperlyarticulated

language style,a choice ofappropriate

wordsandtheuseofwordsarenecessary

to convey the intended meaning.Good

expressions also mean being able to

constructsentencesthatallow yourideas

tobereadable,thatdoesnotsubscribeto

ambiguityandtheuseofdifficultwords.

This is an aspect that 20 marks are

awardedtotheansweredquestion.

Therefore,Ibe’s (2005)notion of

expression as the ability to construct

sentencethatpresentsideainreadableand

comprehensiblemannerisacceptedinthe

presentstudy.Subjectswereexposedto

variety of sentence patterns such as

beginning a sentence with article and

subjectlikeThecat…Startingwithadverbs

like nevertheless, in contrast on the

contrarysothatattheendofthestudy,

theirwritten expressive ability could be

judgedasimprovedornotimproved.

2.6. SentencePatterns:Concepts,
IssuesandEffects

This section discusses concepts,

issuesandeffectsofsentencepatternson

thewrittenEnglishperformanceofschool

certificatestudents.Itlooksatthisaspect

inthelightofreviewingliteraturerelatedto

sentence patterns.At the end of the

section,areasrelevanttothepresentstudy

willbeoutlined.

Asentencecanbedefinedasthe

largeststructuralunitwithin which the

grammar of a language is organized.

Traditional grammar sees it as the

expression ofa complete thought.They

classified sentence patterns into simple,

compound, complex and compound

complex sentence types.Thatmeans a

sentence may consist of one subject-

predicateunit,asopposedto morethan

one(Crystal,2003).

Stageberg (1981) states that

“speech should notbe made bymerely

stringingwordstogetherinsomerandom

fashion.Instead,wordsshouldbecarefully

arranged into patterns”. Repetitive

applicationsofsentencepatternsimprove

students’writing (Rau,2008).Su (2001)

opinesthatstudentswouldbeabletolearn

how towriteaccuratelyiftheyaretaught

using explicit,systematic and repetitive

structuredsentencepatterns.

Olaofe (2009) highlights that

teachers can make pupils see different

sentence patterns thatcan be produced

through shiftable,unshiftable,filled and

unfilledpositionswithinsentences.Thisis

because no sentence consists of one

construction, but constructions within

constructionsinfinitum.
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2.7 Students’WritingScoringPatterns

Inassessingstudents’proficiency,

essaywritinghasbeenthemosttasking

anddetailed.Thisisbecauseitcombines

thefourlanguageskills,reading,listening,

speakingandwriting.Itisregrettablethat

manyteachersofEnglishhavetaughtthis

aspectastheoreticalstereotypes(Nwosu

andNanna,2012).

One ofthe firstdecisions to be

madeindeterminingascoringsystem is

whattypeofratingscalewillbeused:that

is,shouldasinglescorebegiventoeach

script,orwilleach scriptbe scored on

severaldifferentfeatures?Thisissuehas

beenthesubjectofagreatdealofresearch

anddiscussionoverthepastthreedecades.

In the composition literature,three main

types of rating scales are discussed:

primary traitscales,holistic scales,and

analyticscales(Ngo,2012).

However,forthepurposeofthis

study,analyticscoringscalewouldbeused

in scoring the students’written essays.

Thisisbecauseitisinconformitywiththe

Senior School Certificate Examinations’

markingscheme.Inthisscale,scriptsare

rated on severalaspects ofwriting or

criteriaratherthanasinglescore.Scripts

wouldberatedonsuchfeaturesascontent,

organization,expression(cohesion,register,

style,sentencevariety,vocabularyetc)and

mechanics(Jacobsetal,1981).

Oneofthebestknownandmost

widelyusedanalyticscalesinEnglishasa

Second Language (ESL)was created by

Jacobsetal(1981,citedinWeigle,2002,

pp.115-116).Inthisscale,scriptsarerated

on five aspects of writing: content,

organization,vocabulary,languageuseand

mechanics. The five aspects are

differentiallyweightedtoemphasizefirst,

content(30points);next,languageuse(25

points),withorganizationandvocabulary

weighted equally (20 points) and

mechanicsreceivingverylittleemphasis(5

points).

2.8 TheoreticalFramework

Thetheoreticalframeworkforthe

presentstudy is based on theories of

sentencepatternsandwritingdevelopment.

A lotofstudies have viewed sentence

patterns as a toolforachieving writing

proficiency. This can be used for

developing content, organization,

expression and mechanical accuracy

components ofstudents’written English

(Su,2001;Trudy2012;Rosetta,1998 &

Bolaji,2004).Sentencevariationsinwriting

couldhelpinideapackaging,development

and enrichment(Yates & Kenkel,2001).

Areas of writing proficiency and

developmentsuchasthecomponentsof

the assessmenttools could possiblybe

linkedtosentencepatterning.

Patterns of sentence such as

periodic pattern clearly results in

compacting ideas for communicative

purposes.Itis meantto portray ideas

relativetothetopicsentenceandrelevant

for idea development (Ring,2010). In

writing,precisionandconcisenessarevery

important. Sentence patterns such as

Subject Verb Object (SVO) would help

achieve such precision. However, in

organizing a piece of writing, idea

developmentandconclusionneedbedone

viavariationofsentences.

RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY

3.1. Introduction

Thissectionpresentstheresearch

methodology used in this study. It

comprisesthefollowing:researchdesign,

populationsampleandsamplingprocedure,

instruments,validationoftheinstruments,

pilotstudy,methodandprocedurefordata

analysis.

3.2. ResearchDesign

Thedesignforthisresearchwas

quasi-experimentaldesign.Inthiscase,the
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students were divided into two equal

groups:controlandexperimentalgroups.

Bothgroupsweresubjectedtopretest.A

posttest was conducted, after the

treatment,inordertoobserveiftherewas

anydifferenceinthewritingperformance

ofthestudentsafterexposuretodifferent

sentencepatterns.Thetreatmentin this

caseistheindependentvariableandthe

written English performance scores-the

dependentvariable.

3.3 Population

The population of this study

comprisedallthe140studentsofthefour

classes ofSS2 students ofGovernment

SecondarySchool,Miri,andallthe105SS2

studentsofGovernmentSecondarySchool,

ShadawankaBarracks,BauchiState.This

studyconsideredSS2moreappropriatefor

the conductofthis experimentbecause

theyarethegroupsthatarebeingprepared

forseniorschoolcertificateexaminations.

Thechoiceoftheschoolswasthatthey

enrolledstudentsfrom alloverthestate

with varied socio-economicbackgrounds.

This ensured fair representation of

differentbackgrounds.

3.4. SampleandSampling
Procedure

Outofthe140students,70were

sampledoutofthetwo(2)SS2classesin

GovernmentSecondarySchoolMiri,Bauchi

State.Another70studentsweresampled

outofthe140studentsofthe2classesof

SS2atGSSShadawankaBarracks,Bauchi

State.Thismadetwogroupsofsampled

students of 140 because half size of

population is appropriate for sampling

(Ferguson,1965).The70studentsserved

astheexperimentalgroup,whiletheother

70 were the control group. The

experimentalandthecontrolgroupswere

notinthesameschool.Thetwoschools

arefarfrom eachother,sotheinfluenceof

thetreatmentgiventotheexperimentalwill

notaffectthecontrolgroup.

3.5.1 ResearchInstrument

Theinstrumentforthestudywas

essay writing tests. A pre-test was

administered thenapost-testwasalso

conductedafterthetreatment. Post-test

result obtained from both controland

experimentalgroupswereusedforthedata

analysis.The testcorresponded to the

SSCE essay writing type in terms of

standard.Presentedunder,arethepre-test

andthepost-testquestionsadministered.

They were selected because they

conformed with the WAEC/NECO

examination.Theyalsoprovokedstudents’

writingabilityandthethreequestionsform

thebasisforcomparison,sincetheyareof

thesamegenre.Thestudentswroteone

pre-testessayoutofthetwoquestionsto

testtheirabilitylevel.

i. Pre-Test Question: Recently,

thefirstrainoftheyearinyour

areawasquitestormy.Itblew

off the roof of a block of

classrooms in your school.

WritealettertotheEducation

Secretary of your Local

GovernmentArea,appealingto

him/her for assistance to

effectrepairsonthedamaged

structures.(WASSCE,2008).

ii. Write a letterto youruncle

staying in England,give him

threereasonswhyyouwantto

come and spend your long

vacationwithhim inEngland.

(SSCE,2014).

iii.

Post-TestQuestions

i. You have been invited to lead the

motioninaschool’sdebateforor

against the proposition that “The

AnnualNationalFestivalofArtsand

Culture (NAFEST),is a waste of

government’s fund”. Write your

speech.(NECO,2013).

ii. The last nation-wide strike by

secondaryschoolteachersaffected

yourschooladversely.Writealetter

to the Minister of Education,

suggesting atleastfourpoints to

preventingfuturestrikeaction(WAEC,
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2001).

The students were given the choice of

answeringonlyonequestionoutofthetwo

inordernottorestrictthem toaparticular

essaytype.

3.5.2 ValidityoftheInstrument

Theinstrumentwaspresentedto

English languageteachersto certifyand

scrutinize the contentvalidity and face

validityoftheinstrument.

3.5.3 ReliabilityoftheInstrument

Reliabilityisthedegreetowhicha

test on repeated measurement yields

almostthesameresultwhenadministered

to subjects with similar characteristics

(Olaofe,2010).Totestthereliabilityofthe

instrument for this study, inter-rater

reliabilitywasusedasitwasusedduring

the pilot study at ATBU International

SecondarySchool,BauchiState.Theinter-

raterreliabilityscorewas0.7.Ithelpedin

ascertaining the difficulty levelof the

questionsforstandardoftheexperimental

subjects.

3.6 DataCollectionProcedure

Thefollowingstepswerefollowed

incollectingdataforthestudy

i. Allthe140sampledstudentswere

first given a pre-test to ensure

homogeneityintheirabilitylevel.This

was captured by considering their

compatibilityatthehigh,midandlow

levelsfrom eachschool.

ii. The140studentsweredividedinto

twogroupsof70each.Onegroup

was taught different sentence

patternstoserveastheexperimental

groupandtheothergroupcontinued

withthenormalconventionalclasses;

thereforetheyservedasthecontrol

group.

iii. Theexperimentalgroupwastrained

foreightweeksontheeightdifferent

sentencepatterns.Atleastapattern

wastaughtinaweek.Theyare:

Sentence Pattern1: Sentence beginning

withanarticleandsubject

Thecarwasoldandrusty,butmyfather

wasdetermined to getitrunning.(Ring,

2012)

SentencePattern2:APeriodicSentence,in

which the sentence base (independent

clause)comeslast.

Consideringthefreehealthcare,thecheap

tuition fees, the low crime rate, the

comprehensive socialprograms,and the

wonderfulwinters,Iam willing to pay

slightlyhighertaxesforthebenefitofliving

inAbuja.(Trudy,2012).

Sentence pattern 3-begin with a

prepositionalphrase:

i. Withasmileonherface,thelady

collected the money and left.

(Rosetta,1998)

Sentence pattern 4-DependentClauses

(beginwithasubordinatingconjunction)

i. Though, some critics have

complained about his lack of

personalwarmth,the candidate is

doingwellinthepresidentialrace.

Thesubordinatingconjunctionmayalsobe

placedinthemiddleofthesentence:

ii. MypenranoutofinkwhileIwas

takingthetest.(Rosetta,1998)

Sentencepattern5:Theverbisfollowedby

adirectobjectandanindirectobject.

Subject Transitive

verb

Indirect

Object

Direct

Object

The sight of

Ben

gave M relief

NurseJoy Handed Thechild Crayon

(Bolaji,2004).

Sentencepattern 6:Infinitivephrase(“to

plusverb”)
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Tocopewiththenew taxlaw,taxpayers

must comprehend subtle variations in

meaning.(Trudy,2013).

Sentence pattern 7-Adverbs: (show

relationships)Place a comma afterthe

adverboradverbialphrases-

-Incontrast,onthecontrary,however,

nevertheless:whatfollowswillcontrast

oropposethepreviousstatement.

We enjoyed our trip to

America;however, we will probably

nevervisitthiscountryagain.

During our brief vacation, we are

determinedtovisitGermany;nevertheless,

wewillmakeawaytovisitLondononthe

way.

Asaresult,Achebe’sworksarestillvalued

andreadtoday.

-Otheradverbialbeginnings:incomparison,

fortunately,finally,surprisingly,shockingly.

Surprisingly,alltheweakstudentspassed

thecourse.

(Doe,2010).

Sentence Pattern 8:Simple,compound,

complex,andcompoundcomplexsentence

patterns.

-Simplesentencepattern:

i. Theworkstops.

Compoundsentencepattern:

ii. Johnwashereyesterdaybuthedid

notmeetmyfatherathome.

Complexsentencepattern:

iii. Sam boughttheticketwhileJohn

parkedthecar.

Compoundcomplexsentence:

iv. IfDeborahrefusestolistentous,

wewouldnothesitatetotakeher

backtothevillagewhereshecame

from,orwe would send herto

Aiyetoro to continue herstudies.

(Yakubuetal.,2005)

The training procedure on the

sentencepatternswasbasedonCognitive

AcademicLanguageLearningApproach–

CALLA (Chamot&O’malley,1994).This

procedure includes Preparation,

Presentation, Practice, Evaluation and

Expansion.Below isanillustrationofhow

eachoftheeightsentencepatternswas

taughtusingtheCALLAprocedure.

Preparation:Thesubjectswereintroduced

totheideaofsentencepatternstrategies.

Thiswasdonebyusingsentencepatterns’

backgroundknowledgesuchasreviewing

sentence constructions, elements of

sentencesandtheirstructures.

Presentation:Onepatternwasintroduced

as a style ofwriting and constructing

sentences.For Example: the periodic

sentence pattern.This presentation was

done in all the eight patterns. The

sentences used were the students’

constructed onesonthepre-testsheets,

thoughteacherservedasaguide.

Practice:The teachertogetherwith the

studentsused differentsentencesinthe

constructionsand practised thedifferent

patternsinalltheeightpatternsafterevery

lesson.Atthislevel,theconstructionswere

notjustbased on sentences alone but

makingitconstructionwithinconstructions.

Theteacherdidnotparticularlyimposea

styletobeusedorover-emphasizedthe

selectionofthesentencepatternsto be

usedonthesubjects.Theywere,therefore,

given the freedom ofselecting whatto

write.The teacher only scaffolded,by

guiding.

Evaluation:The teacherencouraged the

students to evaluate their construction

progress as they used and practiced a

particularpatterntaught.Thesubjectswere

instructed to writean essayofnotless

than450wordlength.

Expansion: Finally, the subjects were

encouragedtoapplythesentencepatterns

theylearntnotjustatthesentencelevel,

butexpandedtoparagraphsandbeyond.
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Forexample,expandingasimplesentence

patterntocompoundcomplexas:Samuel

came in (simple sentence).Thiscan be

expanded to compound complex as:

Samuelcameinandtoldusthathewas

successfulintheexamination,althoughhis

scorewasverylow.

Thecontrolgrouponlycontinuedwiththeir

normalconventionalwritingclasses.

Attheendofthetreatment,apost-

testwasadministeredtobothcontroland

treatmentgroups.The two groups were

given the same essay testatboth the

beginning and the end ofthe treatment

period.The subjects were instructed to

writetwoessays.A formalletterandan

argumentativeessaythatrequiredthem to

expressthemselvesindetail.

The answerscriptswere marked

using the Senior School Certificate

Examination’s marking scheme (analytic

scale).Eachscriptwasmarkedbasedon

itsresponsetocontentaspect,whichis10

marks, organization;10 marks,

expression;20 marks and mechanical

accuracy;10marksrespectively.Thisisthe

WAEC/NECOstandardofallocatingmarks

tothewritingcomponents.

Two English language teachers

were used as research assistants.They

were trained on the treatment

administrationbeforethecommencement

ofthestudy.Theymarkedthescriptsofthe

students.

3.9 PilotStudy

A pilotstudy was conducted in

ATBU International Secondary School,

BauchiState.Thiswasdoneinordertotest

thereliabilityandvalidityoftheresearch

instruments used in the study.Twenty

studentswereusedintwoequalgroups

afterapre-testwasgiventothem.Thetest

was on sentence construction. Ten

students were taught four different

sentencepatternsandtheother10were

not.Thefinaldayofthetreatmentwas

usedfornarrativeessaywritingforboth

treatmentandthecontrolgroups.From the

resultsobtained,4outofthe10students

that were taught different sentence

patternsshowed significantimprovement

overthecontrolgroupthatwerenottaught

thesentencepatterns.

3.10 ProcedureforDataAnalysis

This study employed T-test

independent to test the research

hypotheses.Theanalyseswerebasedon

thescoresobtainedatthebeginningand

theendofthetreatmentperiods.Allthe

hypothesesweretestedatthe0.05levelof

significance.

PRESENTATIONOFRESULTSAND

DISCUSSIONS

4.1 Introduction

Infurtheranceoftheinvestigation

intotheeffectsofthemasteryofdifferent

sentencepatternsonthewrittenEnglish

performanceofschoolcertificatestudents

oftheselected schoolsin BauchiState,

datacollected werestatisticallyanalyzed

andresultsarepresentedinthissection.

Table 4.1.Presents pre-test scores of

controland experimentalgroups ofthis

study
Variables

Content

Expression

Organizatio

n

Group Low Middle High

Freq.PercentFreq.PercentFreq.PercentTotal

Control 60 85.7 8 11.4 2 2.9 70

Experimental60 85.7 9 12.9 1 1.4 70

Control 69 98.6 1 1.4 0 0.0 70

Experimental69 98.6 1 1.4 0 0.0 70

Control 56 80.0 10 14.3 4 5.7 70

Experimental55 78.6 11 15.7 4 5.7 70
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Mechanical

Accuracy

Control 66 94.3 4 5.7 0 0.0 70

Experimental67 95.7 3 4.3 0 0.0 70

Thetableshowsthatthetwogroupswere

compatible.Thisisbecausetheirscores

arealmostclose

4.2 AnswerstotheResearch

QuestionsoftheStudy

ResearchQuestion:Whatistheeffectof

exposuretomasteryofdifferentsentence

patternsontheexpressioncomponentof

schoolcertificatestudents’writtenEnglish?

Table4.3showsthelevelofperformanceof

thetwogroups

Table4.3:Resultsofeffectsofsentence

patterns on performance ofstudents in

written expression componentofcontrol

andexperimentalgroups

E
xp

re
s

s
io

n Status
Low Middle High

Total
Freq.PercentFreq. Percent Freq. Percent

B
e

fo
re

Control 69 98.6 1 1.4 0 0.0 70

Experimental 69 98.6 1 1.4 0 0.0 70

After

Control 68 97.1 2 2.9 0.0 70

Experimental 47 67.1 23 32.9 0.0 70

Thetableshowsthattheperformanceof

thetwogroups(ControlandExperimental)

were at the same level before the

experiment.Bothgroupshave69or98.6%

atthelow performancelevelsrespectively

withonly1or1.4% eachintheaverage

category.Therewasnoneofthegroupsin

thehighperformancecategory.Afterthe

treatmentin which the students in the

experimental group were treated, the

performance greatly improved. Though

noneofthestudentsinthetreatedgroup

was able to improve ormove to high

performancecategorybutthoseinaverage

performance group increased from 1 or

1.4% to23or32.9% whichgreatlyreduce

the low performance group from 69 or

98.6%beforetheexperimentto47or67.1%

aftertheexperiment.

Toprovetheremarkabledifference

inthissectionasshownstatistically,the

student’sscriptisanalyzed to show the

differenceonintheexpressioncomponent.

This comparison is at the pre-test

compared to the post-test at low

performance,middleandhighperformance

levels.

Below isanexcerpt(7)oftheessayofa

low performer during the pre-test on

expressioncomponent:

(7)

…Itherebyappealfortheassistancetotheeffectand

repairsofourschool,therearemanythingIwanttoaskonthe

localGovernmentchairmanforandisaboutthedevelopmentof

school,firstly is aboutroofing the schooland chair,table,

computerlap,andBiologylapshouldbeavailableforwiththe

scienceclass,andmoreoverheshouldprovide.

ItherebyappealingthatthelocalGovernmentChairman

whileusehisorhersittodosomethingaboutthesituationor

problem thankyou.

Theessayabovelacksmeaningfulexpressionofthetopic.Essentialtranslation

isfoundwithlittleknowledgeofEnglishvocabulary,asin…”localGovernment

chairman forand is aboutthe development…”Frequenterrors ofwords of

word/idiom form like,“…thing”… insteadofthings(plural),…”lap”… insteadof

laboratory.Confusedorobscuredmajorproblemsaresuchas:…”therearemany

thingIwanttoaskonthelocalGovernmentchairmanforandisaboutroofingthe

schoolandchair,chair,table,computerlapandBiologylapshouldbeavailable

forwiththescienceclass,andmoreoverheshouldprovide…”Thisisaclear

indicationthatthewritermaderequestsnotmindfulofthereasonsforthe

requests.

Belowisanextract(8)oftheessayofthesamelowperformerduringthepost-
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testonexpressioncomponent.

Am Peter Rachael standing here to

oppose/againstthe proposition thatsay the Annual

NationalfestivalofArtsandCulture(NAFEST)isawaste

ofgovernment’sfund”.

Permitmetodefinetheco-wordNationalmeans

thenation,festivalmeansthatmany(individualwith

petipate to the programs.Firstly,the annualfestival

ceremonyhelpthenationtoachievetheirgoalsuchasit

willdevelopment.Thepeopletalentmanywillloveto

showtheirtalent.

Secondlyithelpsinculturepractice,suchasthe

gogaAfricafestivalinAbuja,thatisbeingdoing bythe

peopleoftheparticularplaceorvillage.

It good because it is not the waste of

governmentfund,thereasonistoavoididlenessofthe

people.AnditimproveNationaldevelopment.

Thereisgreatimprovementinthestudent’sexpressionaspectofessayafterthe

treatment.Effective butsimple construction such as:…”the annualfestival

ceremonyhelpthenation…”.Theessayhasfewerrorsofarrangementunlikethat

ofthepre-test.

Belowistheexcerptofmidperformingstudent’spre-test:

(9)

LETTEROFAPPEALMENTFOROURASSISTANCEONDAMAGESCOURSEBYSTORMYRAININ

OURSCHOOL

Themainreasonforwritingthisletter,istoseek

yourassistancetorepairsourclassroomsroofthatis

blewoffbystorm thepreviousweek.

The storm started atabout8”30 m,while

everybody,isgoingtobed,thestorm wasverystrong,

anditlastedforaboutthree(3)hours,thestorm course

lotofdamagesnotonlyontheschoolclassrooms,,but

tosomanypeople,manyhousesweredownandthe

storm didnotjustdamagehousesandproperties,but

alsodrownsomanypeople,somewereveryluckythey

didnotdie,someunluckyone’sarekilledandsomeare

badlyinjured.…

AFulanimanwhowaslivingclosetousloss

mostofhiscows,goathenandsheeptothestorm,

manypeoplesufferedlossproperty,somelossofasset

andsomethedeathanimalandwethestudentarenow

nolongergoingtoschoolbecauseofthedamagethat

havehappentoit.FinallyIwantyouandyouragentto

pleaselookuptousandhelpus.

The storm started atabout8”30 m,while

everybody,isgoingtobed,thestorm wasverystrong,

anditlastedforaboutthree(3)hours,thestorm course

lotofdamagesnotonlyontheschoolclassrooms,,but

tosomanypeople,manyhousesweredownandthe

storm didnotjustdamagehousesandproperties,but

alsodrownsomanypeople,somewereveryluckythey

didnotdie,someunluckyone’sarekilledandsomeare



15

badlyinjured.…

AFulanimanwhowaslivingclosetousloss

mostofhiscows,goathenandsheeptothestorm,

manypeoplesufferedlossproperty,somelossofasset

andsomethedeathanimalandwethestudentarenow

nolongergoingtoschoolbecauseofthedamagethat

havehappentoit.FinallyIwantyouandyouragentto

pleaselookuptousandhelpus.

Theexcerptaboveshowsfrequenterrorsofwords/idiom form andmeaningfulexpressionsuch

as:…”someunluckyone’sarekilledandsomearebadlyinjured…..”.Thisisacleargrammatical

errorinwordslikeareandareaboveinsteadofwere.

Belowisanextractofthesamemidperformerduringthepost-testonexpressioncomponent:

(10)

Onbehalfoftheourschool(GovernmentDay

SchoolSecondarySchoolMiri)andmanyotherschools

inthestate,whowereaffectedbythelastnation-wide

strike,Iwrittoyouinotherthatyoushouldcometoour

aid,andwehavetheabilitytogobacktoschool.

Onmyonpointofview,Ithinkthestrikeis

courseoutbymanyproblemsforinstanceteachersare

hardly,paidproperlyandsomearepaidnotontime,so

manyteachershavegoonstrikebecausegovernment

donotpaytheontimeandtheyalsoneedmoneyfor

solvingofDomesticneedwhentheyarise.

Hestrikehavebadlyaffectmanyschoolsinthe

localgovernmentmanyschoolsdonotopenwhenthe

strikeisonmanyteachersdonotevencaretogoto

schoolsweretheyteach,mostofthestudentwentto

schoolandcamebackhomehavingnothingasforour

schoolitisevenworst,we(student)havenochoicethan

tostayathomedoingnothingthisseriouslyaffectus,it

affectthegrowthofoureducationsincewenolongergo

tososehavenolecturesathomeseven,ifwegoto

schooltherearenoteacherstoteachus,sooursyllabus

thatehadtohavecoveredisleftuncovered.

Soinmyonpointofview,Isuggestthatthe

followingthingsmustbeadoptedinothertopreventthe

reputationofsuchstrikeforexample,theadoptionof

paymentofteachersproperlyandontimeshouldde

doneinothertostopthem forgoingonstrikewhich

seriouslyaffectthegrowthofoureducation.Andalso

theprovisionofessentiallearningmaterialsshouldbe

donein otherfortheschoolto havebetterlearning

facilities.

Theessayaboveshowsimprovementintermsofexpressioncomponentsuchas

sentencevariationandstyleasin….”Ithinkthestrikeiscourseoutbymany

problems,teachersarehardlypaid….”and….”somearenotpaidontime….”.

Below isanextract(11)oftheessayofahighperformerduringthepre-teston

expressioncomponent.

(11)
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GreetingstoyouinthenameofourLordJesusChrist.I

hopeworkisfine?IfsoGlorybetoGod.

ThemainpointwhyIam writingthisletter,istoaskforan

assistanceinmyschool.

Firstlyforsometimenowmyschoolhadbeencloseddown,thisis

duetothedamagedtherainingseasoncamealongwith.

Ithappenedthatthefirstrainthatrecentlyfellcostsomuch

damagebecauseitwasquitestormy,itblew offtheroofofa

classroom,thecommunityalsocomplainedthattheraincaused

erosion,washed awaysome vialcrops,broughtdown some

housesflat,treesfellonchildrenplayingundertherain,thisisdue

tothewindtheraincamealongwith.

Secondlyithadmucheffectonthearrival,thewinditcame

alongwithtooksomeplantsandhittheanimalwhichwere

lookingorplacestohidthemselves,thewq̀esereallyhadcause

thedeathofmanyanimalsandwashingawayoflittlechicks.

Thisessayofhigherperformingstudenthasshowneffectiveexpressionsin

termsofuseofregisters,effectivecomplexconstructionsandfewerrors.Awell

expressedessayasshowninthe…”Ithinkthestrikeiscourseoutbymany

problemsforinstanceteachersarehardly_paidproperly…”

Below isanexcerptofthesamehighperformer,performingbetterthaninpre-

test:

(12)

Consideringthedelayinpayingsalary,andotherfactor,

thishasleditthenation-widestrikeinsecondaryschool.For

thatreason,schoolactivities have been setback because

studentnolongergotoschool,readtheirbooks,visitthelibrary

andthispoorattitudeto-wardlearningisgraduallykillingthe

knowledgewhichisalreadyinthem.

Thislonglastingstrikehasalsokilledourinterestfor

school,manystudenthavegoneintosomevices,whileother

wisestudenthavegonesearchingforhand-worktoavoidbeen

idle.Ithasalsocostsomestudentmoreyearsthannecessaryin

secondaryschoolespeciallyforthosewho arepreparingfor

WAEC/NECO.Theyshouldhavebeenthroughwiththeirexams

now,thereverseisthecase.

Ialsopersonallyhavebeenbroughtbacktosquareone,

becauseirregularlearningcostbythestrikehasaffectedmy

plan,andsomanyotherthingsacademically.

Iwouldliketosuggestthattheministerofeducation

shouldseetowhatisreallycausingthestrikeandputanendto

it,bymeetingthedemandsmadebytheteachers,sincewecan’t

dowithoutthem.

Onewaytogoaboutthisisbypayingtheirsalaryon

time.Sincethetokengiventothem isnotmuch,itshouldbe

givenontimetocompensiateandappreciatetheireffect.

Anotherwaytogoaboutthis,istoaddvaluetotheir

effort,notunder-estimatingtheschoolteachers,givingthem

dew respect.Sinceweallknow theyarenotjustteachersbut

investorsofthefuturegeneration. Payingthem muchearlier

solves,butaddingtokentotheirsalariescanalsohelpingetting
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therootofeverycostofstrike.

Theessayabovehasfluentexpression.Ideasareclearlystatedandsupported.

Cohesiveandlogicalsequencingofpointarestatedasin:…”onewaytogoabout

thisisbypayingtheirsalaryontime.Sincethetokengiventothem isnotmuch,it

shouldbegivenontimetocompensiateandappreciatetheireffect….”

Therewasno such improvementamong studentswho werenotexposed to the

treatmentinthecontrolgroupduringtheexperimentation.Asindicatedinthetable,only1or

1.4% ofthestudentsinthecontrolgroupmovedfrom thelow performancecategorytothe

averageperformancecategory.Thisisclearlyademonstrationoftheefficacyofthemasteryof

differentsentencepatternsontheexpressioncomponentofschoolcertificatestudents’written

English.

4.3. Testofhypotheses

The hypothesis formulated to

establish statistically the efficacy of

masteryofdifferentsentencepatternson

thedifferentcomponentsofwrittenEnglish

bythestudentsaretestedinthissection.

Thetestswereconductedasfollows:

Hypothesis:Thereisnosignificant

difference on the

effect of the

expression

component of

school certificate

students’ written

English

performance in

Bauchistate.

The scores ofthe students in the two

groups(ControlandExperimental)onthe

expression component of the written

English after the experiment were

comparedusingtwoT-testprocedure.

Thesummaryoftheresultispresentedin

Table4.7.

Table 4.7: Two sample T-test on

performance in expression

component of written

English language by

students in experimental

andcontrolgroupsafterthe

experiment

Type N Mean
Std.
Dev.

Std.
Error DF

t-value P Decision

Control 70 6.16 1.332.113 138 5.174 .000 Rejected

Experimental70 7.69 3.250.275

(Criticalt-valueat138DF=1.96)

The resultshown in the table revealed

significantdifferencebetweenstudentsin

the control group and those in the

experimentalgroup.Thecalculatedt-value

(5.174)ishigherthanthecriticalvalueof

1.96atthe138degreeoffreedom andat

the0.05levelofsignificance.Theobserved

level of significance for the test as

indicatedinthetableis0.000(P<0.05).

Thenullhypothesisthattheexposureto

masteryofdifferentsentencepatternshas

no significanteffecton the expression

componentofschoolcertificatestudents’

written English performance in Bauchi

State could therefore be rejected.The

resultshowed an improvementon the

performance of students who were

exposedtothetreatment,whereas,those

whowerenotexposedtothetreatmentdid

not obtain such improvement in their

performance.

4.4 OverallFindings

Theoverallfindingsforthestudy

ispresentedinthissection.Mastery

ofdifferentsentencepatternshad

significanteffectontheexpression

component of students’written

English.Thisisbuttressedinthe

studentabilitytowritebetteratthe

post-testlevel.

4.5 DiscussionofFindings

Thissectiondiscussesthefindingsofthe

research.The discussion is based on

aspects outlined in the overallfindings
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above.

It is established that the mastery of

differentsentencepatternshaseffectson

the expression componentofstudents’

writtenEnglish.Thisfindingrevealedthat

thetreatmentgroupwasabletoexpress

themselvesbetterthanthecontrolgroup.

Thismadetheiressaystovarywiththeuse

ofsophisticatedrangeofvocabulariesand

atleastselectionofappropriateregisters.

The finding is similar to the

findings of Ogwuche (2005), WASSCE

(2008), and Setzler (2002-2007) who

looked atthe abilityofpropersentence

constructiontobeabletoenhancegood

expressions, clarity and general

appropriatenessofessaysexpressionfrom

the perspective of clarity and general

appropriateness ofwritten essays.This

study,however,foundoutthatmasteryof

differentsentencepatternshaveimproved

students’writing of sentence variation,

lengthandstructuretype.

Thestrengthofthisfindingisthat

exposure to differentsentence patterns

was able to improve students’writing

ability in terms ofword selection and

choice.Thisisbecausetheirwrittenessays

atthepost-testwerebetterthantheones

writtenduringthepre-test.Thenewground

brokenistheachievementofthefactthat

themasteryofdifferentsentencepatterns

canassistindevelopingvariousexpression

areasofessaywritingwhenstudentsare

exposedtoit.
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SUMMARY,CONCLUSIONSAND

RECOMMENDATIONS

5.0 Introduction

Thispaperpresentsthesummary,

conclusion and recommendations ofthe

investigationintotheeffectsofthemastery

ofdifferentsentence patterns ofschool

certificate students’ written English

performance.

5.1 Summary

Thepresentstudyinvestigatedthe

effects ofmasteryofdifferentsentence

patterns on the written English

performanceofschoolcertificatestudents

in two selected Secondary Schools in

BauchiState.Thisisasaresultofthecry

ofthefallenstandardofwrittenEnglishof

seniorcertificatestudentsthateventually

leads to mass failure in the State.This

studyhasoneresearchquestion,thus:

- Whatistheeffectofexposureto

differentsentencepatternsonthe

expression componentofschool

certificatestudents’writtenEnglish?

Theresearchhasthefollowinghypothesis:

- Thereisnosignificantdifferencein

theexpressionofwrittenEnglishof

school certificate students

betweenthoseexposedtodifferent

sentencepatternsandthosethat

werenot.

To provide a solution and

determinetheeffectivenessofthemastery

of different sentence patterns on the

performanceoftheselectedcomponents

of written essays,an experiment was

conducted.Twogroupseachconsistingof

70studentswereselected.A pre-testof

performanceinthefourcomponentswas

conducted forthem and the resultwas

recorded.Onegroupwasthenexposedto

themasteryofdifferentsentencepatterns

while the other was not. After the

experiment,anothertestofperformanceon

the four components was conducted,

scoreswererecordedandthetwosetsof

datawerethenstatisticallyanalyzed.

The solutions to the research

questions and test of the study’s

hypotheses were undertaken using

experimentalresearch design ofpre-test

andpost-test

Thefournullhypothesesweretested.Two

werefoundtobesignificantandtherefore

rejectedwhiletwowerenotsignificantand

wereretained.

The major findings from the

analysisofthedataandtestofthestudy’s

hypothesisaresummarizedbelow:

- TheMasteryofdifferentsentence

patternshadsignificanteffecton

the expression aspectofschool

certificatestudents’writtenEnglish.

5.2 Conclusions

Thisstudyconcludestheinvestigationto

theeffectofmasteryofdifferentsentence

patternson(expression)ofwrittenEnglish

languagebyschoolcertificatestudentsof

selectedschoolsinBauchiStateasfollows:

1. TheMasteryofdifferentsentence

patternshadgeneralimprovement

on two ofthe fourcomponents

(expression) with minimal

improvement on the aspect of

organization.

2. Exposureto sentencepatternsis

observed to have improved

students’ performance in

expression aspectofthe written

essays.

5.2.1 Implications of the findings for

students

This study revealed that the

masteryofdifferentsentencepatternsby

school certificate students has the

potentialofimprovingtheirperformanceon

thefourcomponents(content,organization,

expression and mechanicalaccuracy)of

written English language test. Content

could be achieved byexposing students

throughsentencepatternthatwillenable

them tolinktheessayquestionandthe

assignedtopic.
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Organization – even though,its

achievement in this research is not

statisticallysignificant,butcanbeachieved

whenintegratedwithteachingofsentence

patterns by getting the students to

manipulate their essay and linking the

paragraphs to ensure cohesion between

sentencesandparagraphs.

Expressions will, therefore, be

achievedbyexposuretodifferentsentence

patternsthatcouldaidtheirimprovement

invaryingsentences,styleoftheirwriteups

and getting the expected length ofthe

essay.

Theexposuretodifferentsentence

patternswillalsoaidtheirimprovementto

some extent,in reducing spelling errors,

punctuationsandcapitalization.

Implicationsofthefindingsforteachersof

Englishlanguage

Anadoptionoftheexperimentfor

teaching schoolcertificate students is,

therefore,consideredtobeadvantageous

overtheconventionalapproach.Teachers

ofEnglishlanguagewillfindtheuseofthis

strategyofteachingEnglishveryuseful.An

adoption of the strategy can notonly

improve components ofwritten English

languagebutimproveconstructivewriting

oftestinothersubjectsandthusimprove

performance in examinations. This is

because the studyhas provided sample

lessons,showing step by step ways of

teaching differentsentence patterns for

improvingcontent,organization,expression

andmechanicalaccuracy.

5.4 Recommendations

The following recommendations

aremadeonthebasisoftheoutcomeof

thisstudy.

1. TeachersoftheEnglishlanguage

can adopt the mastery of different

sentence patterns by exposing their

subjectsto:

i. the step by step teaching and

learning of sentence patterns for

enrichingwritingcontent;

ii.manipulatingthesentencepatterns

in achieving enriched expressions in

theirwriting;

iii.includetheuseofsentencepatterns

inallEnglishessaysand

iv.adopttheeightdifferentsentence

patternsprovidedbythisstudy.

2. Students can also encourage

themselves to read extra literary texts,

identify and use varieties of sentence

patternsthatarefoundinthetext.

3. Teachersthemselvesmustengage

in reading extensively by knowing what

sentencepatternsareandtypesinorderto

usethem inteachingtheirsubjects.

4. Writers/Authorsoftextbookscan

includetheconceptofsentencepatterns

asatopicintheirtextbooksasanaddition

to sentenceandelementssofartreatedin

thisstudy.

5.4 Suggestionsforfurtherstudies

1. Thisstudycouldfurtherbedonein

areasofgrammarandvocabulary

development.Thismayreducethe

grammaticalerrorsofmechanical

accuracy.

2. Thestudycouldbereplicatedinthe

areas of communicative

competence. This may be

conductedinordertoenhancethe

lengthofthestudent’sessaysas

requiredbyWAEC/NECO.

3. The senior school certificate

(English language) students

scoring scale in the content

organization, expression and

mechanicalaccuracy should be

studied.

4. Researchshouldbecarriedouton

effects ofsentence patterns on

students’speaking performance.
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