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Abstract

This study assessed the profile of the respondents, level of awareseksalfheads and teachers of
the child protection policy, level of implementation of schools, and signifredgationships between variables.
Employing a quantitative method using a descriptive-correlation reseasigm aéth adopted instruments from
Bayucca (2020) and Annex 2B of the Child Protection Policy, datagathered from 118 school heads and
teachers in public elementary and secondary schools in San Vicente, @aniNoite. To analyze the data,
frequency, percentage, weighted mean, and Pearson's ProduenMGuarrelation were used. The findings
revealed that the majority of the respondents are female, agé@ yiars old, holding the position of Teacher I,
have attained a bachelor's degree, and have been in tlee $eni-10 years. Findings also showed that school
heads and teachers are highly aware of the child protection paliagdition, schools implement such policy.
Moreover, there is a weak negative correlation between the age oéspendents and the level of their
awareness (r=-.189). Furthermore, there is a strong positive corrddativaen the level of awareness and the
level of implementation (r=.644). With these results, the researcher pragpbsechure and training program to
reinforce the awareness and implementation of the child protection piblisyhereby recommended that the
school continuously organize seminars and workshops and deveiopitring and evaluation system for the
policy. Further research is also encouraged to explore the infpiet proposed intervention on the awareness
and implementation of the child protection policy.

Keywords: Child Protection; Policy; Awareness; Impletaéon; School Heads; Teachers

1. Introduction

The right to education is a fundamental human right, therefore, every chitdeneght to attend school
without experiencing any fear. When schools offer quality, inclusive, aedesarning environments, children
can learn, form friendships, and obtain the crucial skills they need tsdai situations. However, far too
many girls and boys around the world face violence at school. Accaitige United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF, 2021), around 246 million girls and boys every yagerience violence in and around
schools- on the way to school, on school grounds, and within classrooms.

The Department of Education (DepEd), the primary responsible for the sdfetyildren in schools,
ensures that children in schools remain safe from all forms of violencelars®. In other words, the
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institutions must protect every child under their care. School heads must greithe learning environment
is child-friendly, gender-sensitive, safe, and conducive to learningelsaiime manner, it is the responsibility
of the teachers to facilitate learning and to take care of every learnertheideare.

A very significant milestone was made as DepEd continues to protect the rightdeafrers and keep
them safe from abuse. In 2012, DepEd showed its expressed commitnohiidl forotection when it issued
DepEd Order No. 40, s. 2012 entitled “DepEd Child Protection Policy,” to ensure special protection for
children who are at risk of prohibited acts stated in the policy. This policy asizgls its commitment to a
zero-tolerance against child abuse, exploitation, violence, discrimination, bulgmegany other types of
mistreatments. It also promotes positive non-violent discipline.

With the continuous effort to promote zero tolerance against any foomildfabuse, the Department has
been conducting several programs and capacity-building initiatives to furthecesiitfo mandate to protect
children in schools. However, teachers still allegedly commit acts that go atjeinstomise of the child
protection policy. The perception of teachers as learners’ second parents and the school as their second home
is being damaged by such incidents. With this, the researcher firmly believatiishstudy is timely and
relevant to the current landscape of the Department of Education vis-a-efsldgprotection policy. This
study was then conducted to determine the level of awareness of school heddacheds of the clul
protection policy and the level of implementation in schools in San Vicente, Camiddrtes The results of
this study were used as a basis for the development of an intervent@setthe awareness of school heads
and teachers and implementation of schools of the child protection policy.

2. Methods

This study utilized a quantitative method using a descriptive-correlation research. désdgresearcher
employed a descriptive study to determine the profile of the respondents, theflawareness of school
heads and teachers of the child protection policy, and the level of implemeimadiciools. To find out if a
variable has a relationship with another variable, correlation research was also conducted.

The researcher utilized a survey questionnaire divided into three sectiondirsthgart contains the
demographic profile of the respondent as to the sex, age, positionti@daicattainment, and length of
service (in years). The next part was adopted from the instrument ofuthe af Bayucca (2020) which
contains 15 questions containing adnt Likert scale to determine the school heads and teacher’s awareness
of the DepEd Child Protection Policy. The last part was adopted from Annex 2i8e ddepEd Child
Protection Policy which contains another set of 15 questions containing at5-pa@rt scale about the
school’s implementation of the said policy. To ensure the content validity of the research instrument, it was
subjected to the perusal of child protection specialists in the Division of GersdNorte.

Using total enumeration sampling, 118 school heads and teachers in public elpraadtaecondary
schools in San Vicente, Camarines Norte participated in this study. For data tabahatianalysis in this
study, Microsoft Excel and IBM SPSS Statistics Version 20 were used. Tlie pfahe respondents in terms
of sex, age, position, educational attainment, and length of service (§) yeer established using frequency
and percentage. To determine the level of awareness of school heads and taadhéne level of
implementation of schools of the child protection policy, the researcher utilized weigbtedas a measure
of central tendency. To analyze the significant relationships between variablessdhecher used Pearson's
Product-Moment Correlation.
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3. Results and Discussion

3.1.Profile of the Respondents

Profile of the respondents in terms of sex, age, position, educational attaiamehength of service in
years was taken into consideration as these profile variables can influence the level oéssafrechool
heads and teachers and implementation of the child protection policy in publieneemand secondary
schools in San Vicente, Camarines Norte. Table 1 presents the profile of the respontlgms of sex, age,
position, educational attainment, and length of service in years.

Table 1. Profile of the Respondents

Profile Frequency Percentage
Sex
Male 19 16.10
Female 99 83.90
Total 118 100
Age
20-29 years old 19 16.10
30-39 years old 31 26.27
40-49 years old 37 31.36
50-59 years old 26 22.03
60-65 years old 5 4.24
Total 118 100
Position
Teacher | 62 52.54
Teacher Il 19 16.10
Teacher I 27 22.88
Master Teacher | 4 3.39
Master Teacher I 3 2.54
Head Teacher | 1 0.85
Head Teacher V 1 0.85
School Principal | 1 0.85
Total 118 100
Educational Attainment
Bachelor's Degree 48 40.68
Earned Units Toward a Master's Degree 47 39.83
Complete Academic Requirements Toward a 14 11.86
Master's Degree
Master's Degree 8 6.78
Doctorate Degree 1 0.85
Total 118 100
Length of Service (In Years)
1-10 years 61 51.69
11-20 years 23 19.49
21-30 years 31 26.27
31-40 years 3 2.54
Total 118 100

As to the profile in terms of sex, the majority of the respondents in thilg ate female (83.90%) and a
smaller portion is male (16.10%). This sex distribution shows the predomirantile workforce in the
education sector in San Vicente, Camarines Norte. Furthermore, this result fhatveducation is a female-
dominated industry. This result concurs with the findings of dela Fuen?d)(28at the majority of school
heads and teachers are female.
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When grouped according to their age, a signifigantion of the respondents fall within the range of4-
years old (31.63%), and the smallest portion is 60-65 years old%}.2This suggests that a significant
portion of the teaching workforce in San Vicente, Camarines Norte is in thdengside bracket. It is also
noteworthy that there are respondents from both younger and older agetdrabis result implies that the
education sector is dominated by middle-aged adults. This result agred¢benithdings of Castino (2023)
that the teaching workfoe is in the middle age bracket, and 60-65 years old are the least in number.
However, this result contradicts the findings of dela Fuente (2021) thatajoeity of the school heads and
teachers belong to 20-29 years old.

In terms of position, the majority of the respondents in this sawdyTeacher | (52.54%). On the other
hand, Head Teachers | and V and School Principal | are the least in numb®) (OB distribution reflects
the positions of school heads and teachers in San Vicente, Camarirtes Nuos result shows that the
majority of the workforce are in entry-level position. This result coincidesthitiindings of Rabina (2019)
that the majority of the teaching workforce is Teacher I.

When grouped according to their educational attainment, a significant portithre s€spondents had
completed a bachelor’s degree (40.68%), while doctorate holders were the least in number (0.85%). This
distribution suggests that the majority of the respondents only reached thaimigimalification standard for
positions in public schools and nearly as many have earned units toward master’s degrees. However, it is also
worth noting that there is a varied level of educational attainment among seaasl &nd teachers in San
Vicente, Camarines Norte. This result shows that the majority have bachelor’s degrees and nearly as many are
currentlypursuing master’s degrees. This result accords with the findings of Castino (2023) that the majority
of the teaching workforce have bachelor’s degrees and did not pursue any further studies.

In terms of the respondents’ length of service, the majority of the respondents have been in service for 1-10
years (51.69%), while a few respondents have been in service for géad® (2.54%). This distribution
indicates a mix of relatively new and experienced school heads and teachers in Sen Qamarines Norte
This result implies that there is a higher proportion of new teachers compaexpeaigenced, seasoned
educators. This result agrees with the findings of dela Fuente (2021) thatajbetymof the teaching
workforce is relatively new in service.

3.2. Awareness of School Heads and Teachers of the Child Protection Policy.

To gauge the level of awareness of school heads and teachers of thpratbittion policy, 15 statements
were rated by respondents on a Likert scale from 1 (not aware) to Yy (@igdre). Table 2 presents the mean
scores and interpretation to describe the level of awareness of school heads aed tfadhe child
protection policy.

The respondents’ level of awareness of the child protection policy is at 4.50 which falls within theagteg
of highly aware. The results show that school heads and teachers demotistraigtiest level of awareness
in statement 14 (Child protection policy aims to prevent violence against chitdsshools and make these
available to all schools), with a mean score of 4.69 interpreted as highly dlearever, statement 2 (I have
read and understood the DepEd Order No. 40, s. 2012) got the lowesteneanf 4.05 interpreted as aware.
It can also be noted that all statements, except statement 2, got an interpretation ofvaighly a

The result shows that school heads and teachers in San Vicente, Camarines Nestegbagh level of
awareness of the child protection policy. The result further suggests that beladsl and teachers have a
significant understanding that child protection policy aims to prevent violencesaghildren in schools. It
also implies that although school heads and teachers possess a strongderetnéss of the policy, there is
a lack of understanding of the provisions of the DepEd Order Na. 2012 or the DepEd Child Protection
Policy.
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Statement Mean Interpretation

1. There is a DepEd Order on Protecting Children in 8cfrom Abuse, Violence, 4.64 Highly Aware
Exploitation, Discrimination, Bullying, and othenfas of abuse.

2. | have read and understood the DepEd Order No. 2012. 4.05 Aware

3. According to the 1987 Constitution, the State stiefend the right of children from all forr  4.54 Highly Aware
of physical or mental violence, injury, abuse, negieatment, maltreatment, and
exploitation, including sexual abuse.

4. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) aimprbtect children from all forms of  4.46 Highly Aware
physical or mental violence, injury, abuse, negbeategligent treatment, maltreatment, ai
exploitation, including sexual abuse.

5. The DepEd aims to ensure that all schools are condt@ihe education of children. 461 Highly Aware

6.  Teachers and learning facilitators, especially in learning centers, are children’s substitute 4.58 Highly Aware
parents expected to discharge their functions atidsiwith this in mind.

7. DepEd Order No. 40, s. 2012 aims to provide spectéption to children who are gravely 4.37 Highly Aware
threatened or endangered by circumstances that gffschormal development and over
which they have control and to assist the concergedaes in their rehabilitation.

8. DepEd aims to ensure such special protection torehiltiom all forms of abuse and 4.49 Highly Aware
exploitation and care as is necessary for the child’s well-being.

9. DepEd Order No. 40, s. 2012 has a zero-toleranéeydor any act of child abuse, 4.38 Highly Aware
exploitation, violence, discrimination, bullyingacother forms of abuse.

10. There are different forms of bullying. 4.65 Highly Aware

11. Bullying is committed when a student commits an actseraes of acts directed towards 4.64 Highly Aware
another or several students in a school setting, wkgllts in physical and mental abuse,
harassment, intimidation, or humiliation.

12. Corporal punishment is a penalty imposed for an allegeactual offense, which is carried  4.36 Highly Aware
out, for discipline, or training by a teacher, sdhe@ministrator, an adult, or any other chil
who has been given or has assumed authority for pugighon discipline.

13. Positive and Non-violent discipline of children is ayed thinking, holistic, constructive, 4.57 Highly Aware
and proactive approach to teaching that helpsrrildevelop appropriate thinking and
behavior in the short and long term and foster disgp

14. Child protection policy aims to prevent violence agéchildren in schools and make thes  4.69 Highly Aware
available to all schools.

15. Violence against children committed in schools is droaseries of acts committed by 4.45 Highly Aware
school administrators, and academic and non-academimpetsagainst a child.

Average Weighted Mean 4.50 Highly Aware

Legend: 1.06- 1.80 = Not Aware; 1.8% 2.60 = Slightly Aware; 2.6% 3.40 = Moderately Aware; 3.414.20 = Aware; 4.2%1 5.00 =

Highly Aware

In contrast to the findings that school heads and teachers are highty awthe child protection policy,
Bayucca (2020) found that the respondents are only knowledgeable arahhdea of the provisions of the
child protection policy. Nevertheless, it validates that statement 2 received the lowest meamsgwy the
statements on awareness.

3.3.Implementation of Schools of the Child Protection Policy

To measure the level of implementation of schools of the child protection paliGan Vicente,
Camarines Norte, 15 statements were also rated by respondents on a Likerbstalénot implemented) to
5 (highly implemented). The mean scores for each statement indicate the school’s implementation level, with
a higher mean indicating a higher level of implementation. Table 6 presents tme scwa&s and
interpretation for each statement, as well as the average weighted mean and interfretatioribe the level
of implementation of schools of the child protection policy.
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Table 3. Implementation of Schools of the Child PracecPolicy

Statement Mean Interpretation

1. The school has a written school-based child protegiidicy being reviewed every three (:  4.11 Implemented
years.

2. There is a code of conduct incorporated in the sehaséd child protection policy for 4.12 Implemented
students, school administrators, non-teaching per§aeaehers, visitors, and off-campus
activities.

3. The code of conduct has specific provisions to adgrestial risks to students. 4.00 Implemented

4.  Promotion or information dissemination of the schomddd child protection policy is done  4.16 Implemented
during school opening for students, teachers, non-teagersonnel, and parents.

5. There are written procedures to guide in conductiaglinary proceedings in cases of 4.22  Highly Implementec
offenses committed by students.

6. There is an established system for identifying studentsmayy be suffering from significar  4.03 Implemented
harm based on physical, emotional, or behavioral signs

7. The school has developed and implemented a school-bdsedlrand monitoring system i 4.18 Implemented

address child abuse cases.
8. The school has an active coordination with the WomenGiild Protection Desks of the 4.38 Highly Implementec
Philippine National Police (PNP), the Municipal #&Velfare and Development Office
(MSWDO), and other government and non-governmentnizgtons.
9. The school has a clear policy on the use of positivenaneviolent discipline for children. 4.34  Highly Implementec
10. There is an organized Child Protection Committee (dR&he school composed of the 4.35 Highly Implementec
school head, guidance counselor/teacher, and repatigsendf the teachers, parents, stude
and community.

11. There is an annual capacity-building activity foe thembers of the CPC. 3.86 Implemented

12. The CPC is meeting regularly to discuss appropriate intgores and/or responses to schc  3.87 Implemented
problems on bullying and child abuse cases and otheeou

13. The school with its CPC has initiated information dissenongirograms and organized 4.03 Implemented

activities for the protection the protection ofldnén from abuse, exploitation, violence,
harm, and bullying.

14. There is strong student participation in the pronmtbthe child protection policy of the 4.08 Implemented
school.
15. There is a feedback mechanism in the school to mohiantplementation of the child 4.02 Implemented
protection policy.
Average Weighted Mean 4.12 Implemented

As shown in the table, the level of implementation of schools is at 4.12 whickviidis the category of
implemented. Schools demonstrated the highest level of implementation in statementdh¢bhbas active
coordination with the Women and Child Protection Desks of the Philippine National Police (RBIP),
Municipal Social Welfare and Development Office (MSWDO), and other government angomemment
organizations), with a mean score of 4.38 interpreted as highly implemented. édpstatement IL(There is
an annual capacity-building activity for the members of the CPC) got the lonemt score of 3.86
interpreted as implemented. It can also be noted that only 4 out of 15 statguteats interpretation of
highly implemented, while 11 out of 15 statements got an interpretation of imyksnne

The result shows that schools implement such a policy. The result further stiggestiong coordination
exists between schools and PNP, MSWDO, and other government and normgmtesrganizations. It also
implies that schools conduct annual capacity-building activities for CPC menaltesjgh there is still a
need for improvement.

This result conforms to the findings of Bayucca (2020) that dshimplement the child protection policy
although not that rigid. The researcher further concluded that certaintampaspects of the child protection
policy are not being actively adhered to or observed by schools.
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3.4.Relationship Between the Profile of the Respondents and the Awareness dfdierGiection Policy

To gain a further understanding of the profile of the respondedtshanlevel of their awareness of the
child protection policy, Pearson's Product-Moment Correlation was utilized to estHigiskignificant
relationship between these variables. Table 4 shows the significant relationship betweeffil¢hef e
respondents and their level of awareness of the policy.

Table 4. Relationship Between the Profile of the Radpnts and the Awareness of the Child ProtectioicyPol

Variables r  Correlation df p-value Relationship
Sex -.049 Weak 116 .602 Not Significant
Age -189 Weak 116 .040 Significant

Position -.019 Weak 116 .836 Not Significant

Educational Attainmen -.076 ~ Weak 116 .412 Not Significant
Length of Service -.031  Weak 116 .743 Not Significant

As shown in the table, the correlation coefficient (r) between the age of the respamdktiie level of
their awareness is -.189, showing a weak negative correlation. Additionally, tlaesegigficant relationship
between the age of the respondents and the level of awareness of the thdtioprpolicy, r = -.189. This
indicates that as respondents’ age increases, their level of awareness tends to be slightly lower. This implies
that as school heads and teachers grow older, there is a slifhede¢heir awareness of the child protection
policy. This means that age slightly influences the respondents’ level of awareness of the child protection
policy.

This result differs from the findings of Rabina (2019) that no relatipnexists between the age of the
respondents and their extent of awareness of the child protection policy. Thehres&ather concluded that
age does not influence the respondents’ extent of awareness of the child protection policy. The researcher
only found a significant relationship between the level of awareness and educattairahent and the
position of the respondents.

3.5. Relationship Between the Awareness and the Implementation of the Child P roRamtmyn

To gain further understanding of the level of awareness of school heddteachers and the level of
implementation of schools of the child protection policy, Pearson's Product-Md@oerelation was also
utilized to establish the significant relationship between these variables. Table 5 shows tlieargignif
relationship between the level of awareness of school heads and teacheks lamd thf implementation of
schools of the child protection policy, as well as the type of correlation ansigithiicance between the
variables.

As shown in the table, the correlation coefficient (r) between the level of awarenessalfledds and
teachers and the level of implementation of schools of the child protection [gol&44, indicating a strong
positive correlation. Additionally, there is a significant relationship between the leatiab= .644. This
implies that as the level of awareness increases, the level of implementation of schdelsdal$o increase.
The result proved that when school heads and teachers are aware of the policy, school’s implementation
follows. This means that the respondents’ level of awareness of child protection policy affects the schools’
level of implementation of such policy.

Table 5 Relationship Between the Awareness and the Implememtatithe Child Protection Policy

r _ Correlation df p-value Relationship
.644 Strong 116 .000  Significant
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This result aligns with the study of Asio et al. (2020) indicating a significgationship between the
awareness levels of school heads and teachers and the actual implementation of firetebtidn policy
within schools. Moreover, the researcher concluded that when teachers are knovdedigeabthe policy,
the school tends to comply with its provisions.

3.6.Proposed Intervention to Raise the Awareness and Implementation dfikthé €tection Policy

Considering the findings, a brochure about the salient pointseoDé&pEd Order No. 40, s. 2012 was
developed and proposed to reinforce the awareness of school heatksaemets of the child protection
policy. It contains acts that children should be protected from such as bullyipger abuse, child abuse,
violence, exploitation, discrimination, other forms of abuse, and corporastpnent. The brochure also
highlighted the duties and responsibilities of school personnel and the ymexddr handling cases of
violation on the rights of the child.

Additionally, a training program designed for the Child Protection Committee wasdeaaddress the
gaps in the implementation of the said policy. It covers discussion on ties dand responsibilities of the
Child Protection Committee, forms and signs of child abuse, exploitation, viplgiscamination, bullying,
and other forms of abuse among learners, appropriate interventioios @gponses to school problems on
bullying and child abuse cases and other concerns and drafting &Isaked child protection policy.

The proposed intervention was validated by Atty. Kimberly A. Israel, the Legal Officee Legal Unit
of the Division of Camarines Norte. It was also suggested that the proposed®mutitraining program be
distributed to school heads and teachers.

4. Conclusions

The conclusions drawn from the study's findings are as follows:

1.The majority of the respondents are female, aged 40-49 years old, hbiglipgsition of Teacher |,
have attained a bachelor's degree, and have been in the service fpedrsl(rhis implies that education is a
female-dominated industry, with mostly middle-aged adults, in datgl-positions, who have bachelor’s
degrees, and relatively new teachers.

2.School heads and teachers demonstrate a high level of awareness of theothdliop policy,
indicating a strong commitment to the DepEd Child Protection Policy.

3.Schools implement the provisions of the DepEd Child Protection Policy, suggtsingchools
have made significant efforts to implement child protection measures.

4.There is a significant relationship (weak negative) found between the age e$poadents and the
level of their awareness of the child protection policy. This implies thatspsnkints’ age increases, their
level of awareness tends to be slightly lower.

5.There is a significant relationship (strong positive) found between the lewbakness and the
level of implementation of child protection policy. This implies that as the level okaess of school heads
and teachers increases, the level of implementation of schools also tends to increase.

6.The proposed brochure and training program can reinforce the awamdgnsssool heads and
teachers and the implementation of schools of the child protection policy.
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5. Recommendations

Based on the conclusions, the following recommendations are proposed:

1.Schools may continuously organize seminars and workshops on the sadiemes$ of the child
protection policy to reinforce school heads and teachers’ awareness of the policy.

2.Schools are encouraged to further strengthen the implementation by dmyelomonitoring and
evaluation system to regularly assess the implementation of the child protection pdlidgraify areas that
need improvement.

3.Since the level of awareness of the child protection policy is significantly lowengralder
respondents, schools may develop age-specific awareness programs riesd Hue needs of different age
groups.

4.Although a positive correlation was found between the level of awareness and theflevel o
implementation of the child protection policy, future researchers may explorsighdicantly lower
implementation as compared to awareness. Hence, further research is encloueagéate the challenges of
the Child Protection Committee in enforcing the policy to its full extent thus igiewgithe critical points in
implementation.

5.Schools may disseminate the proposed brochure to reinforce the awaresebksab heads and
teachers of the child protection policy. The training program designededoChiid Protection Committee
may also be utilized by schools to address the gaps in the implementatiersafttipolicy.

6.Further research is encouraged to explore the impact of the proposedrititer on the awareness
and implementation of the child protection policy.
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