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ABSTRACT

ThispaperexaminedthecontributionsofMuhammadBellofortheIslamicPolitical
thoughtandthetriumphofSokotoCaliphate.Itwasalsoobservedthatmostwestern
politicalthoughtcenteredonthecontributionsofEuro-centricpoliticalphilosopher,
politicaltheoristsneglectingthecontributionsofnumerouspoliticalthinkersofAfrican,
AsianandLatinAmericanorigin.“DevineRightsofKings”isadoptedastheoretical
frameworkinguidingtheanalysisofthiswork. Thepapercriticallyreviewedthe
existing literature both conceptually,empirically and thematically and relied on
secondarysourceofdataandexaminationofofficialdocumentsasitsmethodology.
MajorfindingshasitthatMuhammadBello’spoliticalthoughtshaveblendedreligion
andpolitics(theology)which westerntheoristsandphilosophersparticularly,Aristotle,
PlatoandMachiavellihaveprofuselyattemptedtoseparate. Suchastheissuesof
ethics,valuesandmorality.ThepaperconcludesthattheBello’sprinciplesofpolitics
asenunciatedinhis‘Usul-alsiyasah”isstillrelevantinthecontemporarypoliticsthus
making him agreatpoliticalthinkerofAfricanorigincontraryto theEuro-centric,
westerntypepoliticalthoughtwhichconsideredAfricancivilizationassavageoreven
nonexistent.

Keywords: Islamic Political thought, Muhammed Bello, Jihad, Leader, and
Contemporary.



1.0 INTRODUCTION

Mostwestern politicalthoughtcentred on the contributions ofEurocentric

politicalphilosophers,politicaltheoristneglecting the contributions ofnumerous

politicalthinkersofAfrica,AsianandLatinAmericanorigin.AlsoobservedbyBullock

(2002:30-31)” thestandardstoryofHistoryinwesternliteraturetreatshistoryof

politicalthought”asthenarrativeofawesternmainstream andthenon-westernas

nonexistentorperipheraltoit”.Whenindeedtheso-calledwesternpoliticalthoughtis

nottheonlypoliticalthought.Itisnoteventheuniversallyacceptedglobalpolitical

thoughtforqualifyingandmeasuringthevalueandintegrityofotherpoliticalthoughts

whichcouldbemucholderandricherthanthewesternpoliticalthought.Thewestern

politicalthoughtisasingletraditionoutofverymanypoliticalthoughts.(Bako:76-77)

TheAfricanPoliticalthoughtwhichisalsoveryrichhasbeenreflectedbythe

articulatesectionofthecommunitycomprisingofitsleaders,statemen,writers,poets,

socialreformersetc.throughvariouslineoftransmissionandassumingdifferentforms

like written texts ofliterature such as essays,poems,songs,drama in cultural

celebrationsandrituals,artisticexpressionsinpaintingsandsculpturing;abstractand

concretesymbolicimagesandinthememoriesandgenealogiesofhistoricalnarrations,

praise-singersandstorytellers.

A significantaspectoftheAfricanpoliticalthoughtwastheonecentredon

Islamicregion.Although,thereligionofIslam isalientotheAfricancommunities,it

playedadominantroleinthetransformationofasizeablegeographicalentityinWest



Africaintheearly19th century. ThroughaJihadapoliticalthoughts whichhave

shapedandwouldcontinuetoshapeandinfluencepoliticalactivitiesintheregion.

AmongthemanyscholarsandwritersoftheperiodwasMuhammadBellowhose

thoughtonpoliticsisofmorerelevanttothecontemporaryleaders.Thispaperseeks

toexposeandplaceonfootingrelevanttoitsplaceoncontemporarypoliticalthought.

OperationalizationofKeyConcepts:

IslamicPoliticalThought

TheideasandphilosophyofIslamicscholarswhohaveexcelledandfamousin

theIslamicscholarshipisreferredtoastheIslamicPoliticalthought.Thethoughtof

suchscholarshasalsobeensubsumedorratherencapsulateasacourseofstudyin

thevariousacademiccitadeloflearning.ThearticulatedideasofKhaldum,IbnBatuta

amongothershasbeenimmensetothedevelopmentofIslamicPoliticalthought.

MuhammadBello:

MuhammedBellowasthefirstsonofShaykhUsmanIbnFodiyo,leaderofthe

JihadmovementinSokotoCaliphate.Bornin1782andgrewupunderthecareofhis

father,theShaykandhisUncle,AbdullahiIbnFodiyo,whoweretwoofthemost

prominentscholarsofthetime.HeisknowledgeableinKor’anandIslamicthought.

Jihad

JihadisoriginallyanArabicword,meaningtowageaholywaronunbelieversfor

thesakeofspreadingIslam inthenameofAllahasenjoinedbyIslamicreligion.Italso

impliesacontinuousstrivetoliveamoralandvirtuouslifebytheindividual.TheSokoto

JihadwagedbyDanfodiyoin1804wasmeanttopurifyIslam amongHausarulerswho

wereaccusedofmixingtheIslamicreligionwithpaganpractices.



Leader

Theoxforddictionary(2005)definesaleaderasonewhoguidesothersinaction

ofopinion.In otherwords,itimpiesperson who takesthelead in anybusiness

enterprisesormovement.TheinternationalEncyclopediaofsocialsciencevol.9and10

(1968),oprerationalizetheterm leaderinthefollowingphrases.“Aleaderisonewhois

repeatedlyperceivedtoperform actsofliving.Theterm leaderhastraditionallyimplies

apersonclearlydistinguishedfrom othersinpowerstatus,visibilityandinanynumber

ofcharactertraitseachasdecisiveness,courage,integrityandintelligence”,aleaderis

“apersonwhooccupiesapositionofhighlevelresponsibility”.

ToEleckmar(1956).Leadershipisthecentralizationofeffortinonepersonasan

expressionofthepowerofall”.Theformsofleadershipmayinclude.Positionalor

formal,electiverepresentation;andtheinformalleadership.

Judgingfrom theabovewecandeducethataleadercanbothbe“bornandmade

orachieved.Andsuchaleadermightbecharismatic,venovelentandsoon.Therefore,

nosocietycnexistwithouttheexistenceofaleader.Andtheabsentofaleadermay

meana“stateofnature”,wherelifewasbrutish,nastyandshort.

Contemporary

Thisisdescribedasmostrecentorrelevanteventandissuethatdominatethe

socio-economic,politicalandeconomicspheresofthesociety.Contemporarymayalso

includeanissuethatissubjectofdiscourse,whichmayhaveamultipliereffectonthe

nationaldevelopment.Theconceptalsoreferredtoasalivingoraccruingeventatthe

sametime.Therefore,contemporaryisconcern with therecenthappening in the

continentortheglobeatlarge.Forexample,theattitudeoftheoldgenerationisclearly



differentform thecontemporaryyouthintermsofdiscipline,respectforeldersandthe

nationalvalues.Ghani(2017:11).

METHODOLOGY

Inawaytohaveanempiricalresultandtofillthemissinggap,thispaper

criticallyreviewedtheexistingliteraturebothconceptuallyempiricallyandthematically

andreliedonsecondarysourcesofdata,andexaminationofofficialdocumentsasits

methodology.

2.0 THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

Thispaperadoptsthetheoryof“DivineRightsofKings”toguidetheanalysisof

thiswork.Thetheoryisoftencalledthe“DivineOrigin”.Thetheorypresupposesthat

thestatehasbeenestablishedbyanordinanceofGod;itsrulersanddivinelyappointed,

they are accountable to no one orauthority butGod.(Appadorai,1974). The

pronouncementsofKingJamesII,Napoleonamongothersbuttressedthrustofthe

Divinetheory.

ThecaliphateestablishedbyDanfodioin1804throughaJihadwasrootedinthe

IslamictenetswhichsourcesweretheHolyKor’an,theSunnah(deedsandsayingsof

theHolyProphetMuhammadSAW)andIjma(settledissuebylearnedMuslimsclerics).

Thetheoryof“DivineRightsofKings” alsopositsastheoldestoftheevolution

of“government”.ItfurthermaintainedthatgovernmentisordainedbyGod.Thatisto

saytheleadersareGodrepresentativeonearth.Itthereforemeans orbelievethat

sinceGodhaschosen HisrepresentativebyHimself,therepresentativeshouldbe



respectedasGodHimself.Forinstance,someKingsinEurope.ParticularlyKingJames

I(1603–1628)ofbothScotlandandEnglandbelievesthatKingsaretherepresentative

ofGod.Inthatinstance,itisbelievethatthoughGodcreatedtheworld,butHecould

notcomedowndirectly.SinceGodcouldnotcomedown,itbecamenecessaryforHim

havetorepresentativewhom Hehasvestedauthorityandpoweroverthemeninthe

society.Tothatextent,whateverHeorderedmustbecarriedoutordone.Anybody

who thereforedisobeystheKingshasdisobeyedGod. Inthat,theKingisdirect

representativeofGodonearth.

Inbuttressingthetheory,however,thecharacterofKingofFranceLiousKato

Lious(IV)whowasquotedtohavesaid“Iam theStateandtheStateismine,whenyou

haveseenme,youhaveseentheState”.KingassertionrecognizedthefactsthatKings

aretherepresentativesofGodandtheywerechargetheresponsibilityofcontrolling

humanaffairsinthesociety.(Isaq,2000). Ibn Khaldum has been the greatest

proponentofthetheoryofDivineRightsofKings. Thiswaslatersupported by

Appodorai(1974:30).

Thestrengthsofthetheory:

1.ThattheDivinetheoryofRightsofKingshasaddressedtheHobbesianStateof

nature,wherelifewasbrutish,nastyandshort.

2.Thetheoryalsorecognizedthesovereignauthorityasamarkofrespect.

3.Theleviathanenterintocontractwiththerulersforobligationtoexerciseit.The

theoryenlightenedthesocietythatleadershipisa“will”ofGod.

TheweaknessesofthetheoryhasitthattheleaderswhowereclaimedtobeGod

Representative,latertendtobeirresponsible,tyrantandautocratic.Totheextentthat



theKingsareusingtheGodpositionorauthoritytocoveruptheirevildeed.TheEmirs

thatwereemergedafterUsmanDanFodioarecasesinpoint.Also,intherecenttime,

oneoftheNigeria’sHeadsofStateLateGenealSaniAbachadied throughthedivine

interventionwhichgavewaytothecontemporarydwindlingdemocracyinNigeria.

3.0 MUHAMMADBELLO(1782–1837):LIFEANDTRAINING

MuhammadBellowasthefirstsonofShaykUsmanIbnFodiyo,leaderofthe

JihadmovementinSokotoCaliphate.MuhammadBellowasbornintheyear1782.He

grewunderthecareofhisfather,theShayk andhisUncle,AbdullahiIbnFodiyo,who

weretwoofthemostprominentscholarsofthetime.Bellowasgiftedwithintelligence,

understanding,wisdom,retentivememory,eloquenceandmasteryofArabiclanguage

suchthatwithinshorttime,hereachedacertainstageoflearningwhichcouldnothave

beenreachedbyanyoneelseinalongperiod.

Asa child,when hewasstaying with hisgrandmother,Hassanah,hewas

observedtobepreferringsolitudetothecompanyofhispeers.Attheageoften,he

appearedtohaveknownalotabouthisfather’sactivitiesespeciallytheissueofJihad.

Bellomighthavestartedreceivingelementaryeducationearlierthanthechildrenofhis

ownage,asitisalwaysthecasewithchildrenofscholars. AfterreadingtheHoly

Qur’anandacquiringknowledge,hemixedwiththecompanionsoftheShaykand

listenedtohissermonsandassimilatedhisteachinguntilhegainedmuchexperiencein

theartofleadershipandacquiredtremendousknowledgewithinaveryshorttime.

LiketheShaykandAbdullahi,Bellohadstudiedthevariousbranchesoflearning

knowninthosedaysunderthesupervisionofvariousscholars.UnderAbdullahi,Bello

studiednumeroussubjectssuchasArabiclanguage,theprincipleoftheology.Under



Shayk,hehadtorepeatforproficiencythestudyofwhathehadlearnedalreadyunder

Abdullahisuchastheprincipleoftheologyandhadith.HealsoreadwiththeShaykthe

Qur’anicexegesisand manyotherbranchesoflearning. Perhaps,oneofBello’s

greatestteacherwasMuhammadIbn–Muhammadal-Wankari,whotaughtBellofor

twentyyears.Underthesupervisionofhisteacher,Belloagainstudiedseveralbooks

whichhehadpreviouslystudied.Throughthispracticehewasabletobecomeversatile

inallthesesubjects,whichformedthebasisofscholarshipinthosedays.Muhammad

BellosucceededhisfatherastheAmir,Al-Muminunin1817(Malumfashi,1973:33)and

adoptedthetitleofSultan.BelloruledSokotoCaliphateeventuallyuptill1837whenhe

diedthusmakinghim apoliticalthinkerandarulercomparabletoV.I.Lenin,Mao-

TseTung,Nkurmahtomentionafew.

4.0 THENATUREOFTHECONCEPT “JIHAD”AND THEBACKGROUND OF1804

SOKOTOJIHAD

“Jihad”is originallyan Arabic word which implies to wage a holywaron

unbelieversforthesakeofspreadingIslam inthenameofAllahasenjoinedbyIslamic

religion. Italsomeansacontinuousstrivetoliveamoralandvirtuouslifebythe

individual.TheSokotoJihadwagedbyDanfodioin1804wasmeanttopurifyIslam

amongtheHausarulerswhowereaccusedofmixingtheIslamicreligionwithpagan

practices.ThepresentdayIslamicinsurgencyinmanypartsoftheworldespeciallyin

the Middle Eastwhich the Westand the U.S.termed “Fundamentalism”and or

“Terrorism”isalsoviewedasaform ofJihadbytheperpetratorsandtheirsupporters.

Fundamentally,Islam meanstotalsubmissiontoGodinwordanddeed.Itisa

guidetoacompletewayoflifeofitsfollowers.Islam isbasedonthreefoundation



i.e.worshipor‘Ibadat’,Faith–intheexistenceofgod,beliefinHisMessengers,beliefin

HisAngels,beliefintheHolyScriptures,beliefinthedayofjudgementandbeliefin

destiny(goodorbad)and‘Muamalat’orrelationshipsofindividualsandgroupsin

society.

TheaspectofIbadatisfoundedonfivepillars. Thesearethebeliefinthe

“KalimatShahada”which is the existence ofholy butone God and Prophet–

Muhammad(PBU)isHisMessenger,observanceoffivedailyprayers,paymentof

Zakkat,FastingthemonthofRamadanandperformanceofPilgrimagetotheHolyland

(Hajitothosewhocanafford)(Binji,1957:3-5).Thereiscontroversyamonghistorians

onthecausesofthejihadmovementinwhatwasthencalledHausaland.Thejihadist

leadersparticularlyUsmanDanfodio,AbdullahiFodiyoandMuhammadBelloadvanced

thecausesofthejihad.Tothesescholars,theexploitationofthepeasantsbytherulers

intheform ofexcessivelevelsandtaxationasa sourceofdiscontentthatwaswhy

whenthejihadwaswaged,themassesjoinedhandsandoverthrowtheexistingsocial

order(Usman,1979,Smith,1961). Whateverthereasonsforthejihad,itwasan

undisputablefactthatitledtotheestablishmentofSokotoCaliphatein1804covering

anareaofabout250,000squaremiles,thus,composingofthesubstantialareaofthe

existingNorthernNigeria,NigerandCameroonrepublicsinWestAfrica. Itwasthe

largestIslamicpolitynotonlyinWestAfrica,butAfricainthe19thcentury(Bako,79).

TheJihadculminatedintheunificationofovertwo dozensovereignsocietiesby

reconstitutingthem intoasinglepoliticalentitywithShaykUsmanDanfodiyobeingits

firstandfoundingCaliph(Usman,1979:55).

TheSokotoCaliphatewhichsurvivedforahundredyearsasapoliticalentity



from 1804–1903hadduringthisperiodproducedelevensuccessivecaliphs,hundreds

ofemirs,chiefs and theirscholars. These leaders did notonlydevelop highly

impressive administrative machinery,a strong and balanced economybutalso a

sophisticatedcorpusofintellectualandpoliticalthoughtandideologythroughwhich

theentireMuslim communitiesweregovernedandlikewiserelatedtothenon-Muslim

communitiesandsystems(Last,1967).

ItishoweverimportanttonotethatbeforetheJihadcouldbedeclared,Shaykh

Danfodiohadalreadyprovidedaclassanalysisofthesocietywherehecategorizedthe

classesinHausasocietytobemadeupofthreedistrictclassesnamelythe“Mustakin”

whocomprisedoftheeliteandrulersofthesocietyandwereseenasexploiters–

whom theJihadsoughttoupholdandwereeventuallyuprooted.Thesecondcategory

werethepeasants,labourersandmassofthepeoplewhowereexplolited.Hecalled

them the“Munafin”.Thelastcategorywastheintellectualswhoprovidedinspiration,

leadershipandmobilizationoftheexploitedagainsttheexploitersasavanguardwas

requiredforthejihad.

4.1 THECALIPHATE’STHOUGHTSONFUNDAMENTALISSUES

Theessenceofincludingthissectionistogivethereaderaninsightintowhat

threemainjihadleadersconsideredexplicitforastronganddynamicpolicy.Itisfor

thisreasonthattheycollectivelysharedsimilarideasonimportantissueswhichwould

behighlightedbelow.

4.2 THOUGHTONSCHOLARSHIPANDITSFUNCTIONSINSOCIETY

Itisevidentto notethatscholarship areconsidered liveresponsibilitiesof

societalknowledge and verycrucialforits survival,production,reproduction and



development.Theyidentifiedthreetypesofscholarshipandscholars–namely:the

firstbeingtherulingclass,whoweremotivatedandselfcentredscholarshipproduced

byPalace orVenalscholars (Ulama-al-Su). These scholars produced and tailor

scholarshipinordertosuitandglorify,promoteanddefendedtherulingclass,even

whentherulingclassstandagainsttruth,peopleandsocietyforsecuringmaterial,

possessions,honourandofficialpositions. Thesetypeofscholarswerenoticeable

mostlyinthedaysofthepre-jihadHausarulers(Oligarchies).Thesecondcategoryof

scholarshiphingesonthosethatproducescholarsforitownsakeorexcitementoftheir

individualintellect,notably,the western classicalphilosophers. To them,this

scholarshiphasnodirectsocialbearingorresponsibilityandindirectlyservestheruling

classandstatusquo.Moreespecially,thosethtengagedinfuturisticproduction–Ilm-

al-Kalam andilm-al-ghayb).Thelastcategoryisconcernedwithscholarsthatproduce

knowledgebasedonobjectivityortruthandrealitygearedtowardsproblem solvingand

advancementofthepeopleandsocietytobuildanIslamicallymorallyandmaterially

acceptablesociety.Itistothiscategoryofscholarsthateveryforwardlookingleaders

shouldfavourandassociatewith.

4.3 THOUGHTONISLAMICFORM OFGOVERNMENT,ITSIDEALS,STRUCTUREAND

FUNCTIONS

ThetriumvirateofShaykDanfodio,AbdullahiandMuhammadBelloadvocated

foranIslamicStatebuiltontheprinciplesandpracticeofSharia. Itsideasareto

establishjusticebytheleadership.Islam,atleast,inthecaseoftheSokotocaliphate

proposes:

a.A decentralized and federalsystem ofgovernmentdue to the problem of



distanceandpoorcommunicationsystem inthosedays(Bako,86)

b.Multiplestructuresofgovernmenti.e.theexecutive(theCaliphandhisministers

(Waziri)etc.Judiciary(Qadis),CouncilofUlama(Scholars)andestablishmentof

“Shura”orconsultationstructureintherunningoftheaffairsoftheState.

The Islamic ideals condemns feudalhereditary system ofsuccession and

advocatesthatit

shouldbemadeopentoallthosewhoqualifytorule.ThemainpurposeofIslamic

accordingtothetriumviratearetoestablishIslam,convertunbelievers,discourage

oppressorsandeverycauseofcorruptionandtorepairMosques,markets,lookafter

thepoor,aidtheneedyandorderpeopletolearnknowledgeandteachit.(Bako,87).

Thegapinthissegmentisthatthecontemporarysocalled“Shura”havedeviated

from theideal,structureandthethoughtofthecaliphateandIslam,justformaterial

gain.

4.4 THOUGHTONTHERIGHTSANDOBLIGATIONSOFDISADVANTAGEDGROUPS

Leadersofjihad movementidentifiescertain groupsin thecommunityand

regardedthem asdisadvantagedandprovidedcertainspecialrightsandobligationfor

them.Thesedisadvantagedgroupsincludedwomen,slavesandnon-believers.Women

areconsideredasthebedrockoftheIslamicRevolutionandaccordinglywereextended

rights which were denied them before the jihad. These rights,included rightto

education,righttorepresentationingovernment,righttoassociationandrighttohuman

dignity,nottobetreatedasarticlesofdecorationorsex. Slavesalsoparticipated

activelyinthejihadagainstHausarulers.Intheprocessofthejihad,mostoftheslaves

weresetfreeandtheirrightstofreedom,settlementsandpursuitofdecentliferestored



tothem.

InspiteoftheIslamizationprocessoftheSokotocaliphate,alargesectionofthe

populationresistedbeingconvertedtoIslam andretaintheirpaganreligion.Theirmain

targetinthejihadwasthesyncreticanddespoticleadershipoftheHausarulers

(oligarchies),notthesubjectundertheIslamicphilosophyof“Adhimma”,thenon-

Muslim groupsandminoritieswereaccordedthefollowingrights:topracticetheir

religionandrighttosecurityandprotectionoftheirlivesandpropertiesfrom external

andinternalattacks.Ontheirparts,theseminorityandpaganpopulationwereexpected

toperform certainobligationsespeciallyrecognitionofthesovereigntyoftheIslamic

State,paymentof“Jizya”aspeciallevytotheStateformaintenanceofsecurityand

mustnotembarkonanythatcouldleadtotheconversionofMuslimsbacktopaganism.

Otherissueslikethoughtontheoryofrevolution;administrationofjusticeand

thoughton Islamic principles ofpolitics were solely the advocacy ofdifferent

individualsamongthetriumvirate.Forexample,ShaykAbdullahiespeciallythoughton

administration ofjusticewhileMuhammad Bello wroteon “Usul-alSiyasah”orthe

principleofpoliticstowhichwenowturnto,ingreaterdetail.

5.0 MUHAMMADBELLO’SPOLITICALTHOUGHTINUSUL-AL-SIYASAH

Itwasestablished thatthe“Usul-al-Siyasah”orthePrinciplesofPoliticswritten

byMuhammadBelloin1906–07wasattherequestofUmanum Dallaji,thefirstFulani

EmirofKatsinaafteritwascaptured(Yamusa,1975:9).Itwasaform ofletterofadvice

onhowtheruler,thesubjectsandthestatepublicservantsshouldconductthemselves

inlinewiththe normsoftheSharia–theIslamiclegalsystem.Itwasanattemptto

teachthesecategoriesofpeople,theirrightsandobligationstowardstheState.



Basedonthedispositionoftheauthor,MuhammadBelloandtheIslamictenets

asenshrinedintheHolyKor’anandSunnahoftheProphetMuhammad(SAW)which

werehissayings,deedandsilentapproval,guidedBellothroughthewritingofUsul-al-

Siyasah.

Theworkcanconvenientlybedividedintothreesegments:Thefirstsections

concernsthehighauthorityoftheStateorprovincialleveli.e.theImam ortheEmiror

theGovernor,whilethesecondandthethirdconcerntheofficialsoftheStateandthe

commonpeoplerespectively.

Asfortheruler,heshouldbepiousandfarfrom likingleadershipforitspleasure,

otherwise,hewillbeinclinedtousehispositiontoachievehispersonalinterest.Bello

believesthattheonlysuitablepersontopublicofficeisonewhoiscalledupontotake

chargeofit. Butanyonefound to beasking forit,willmostlikelysuccumb to

temptationandfallintobadpracticecontrarytothenormsofthesharia.Therulers

shouldkeepthecompanyofgoodscholarswhowillnothidethetruthfrom him forfear

ofhisdispleasureandmustbeintentonlisteningtotheiradvice.Hemustbegenerous,

tolerantandalwaysreadyforself-sacrificeorelsehispeoplewilldeserthim.

Therulersshouldprovidepublicamenitiesforhissubjectsbyencouragingall

sorts oflegitimate trades. Fortresses,bridges,markets and roads should be

constructedandmaintainedtoimprovetheprosperityoftheState.Asforthecommon

people,theyshouldrealizethattheirconductwillcertainlyreflectontheconductofthe

ruler.Iftheybehavewell,Allahwillcausetheirrulerstohavesympathyforthem.Butif

ontheotherhand,theymisbehave,Allahwillcausetheirrulerstoill-treatthem.

5.1 HIGHLIGHTSOFBELLO’SPRINCIPLESPOLITICS



Below isahighlightoftheIslamicprinciples ofpoliticsasenunciated by

MuhammadBello.Theprinciplesareseven,allofthem –signifyingthemeaningof

justice.

Thefirstprinciplecontainsthesixqualitiesofaruler:(1)Pious (2)Followerof

theSunnahoftheProphetMuhammed(S.A.W)(3)Concernwiththeaffairsofthe

hereafter(4)Freefrom temporaldesireand forliking leadership,letalonebeing

interestedinrulership(5)thatleadershipshouldnotbegivenononewhoseeksit(6)

forbidaskingforitunlessoneiscalledupon,becauseofhisleadershipqualitiesandhe

hassomethinggoodtoofferthesociety.

ThesecondprincipleaccordingtoBelloisthattheleadershouldhavethese

qualities:

1.Thepersontoleadshouldbekind;

2.Moreinclinedtoforgivenessthananger

3.Generous,perseveringandtolerant

4.Goodnaturetosacrificeself

5.Brave,stouthearted,unshakableandfirm intemperaswellassteady–support

tohisemployeesandsubjects

ThethirdprincipleisthattheEmirorrulershouldalwaysyearnforreligious

scholarsand

beadesirablelistenerstotheiradvice.Heshouldonlylistenanddealwiththethird

categoryofscholarsidentifiedabove.

Thefourthprincipleconsistsofconditionsqualifyingwhoeverwantstoholds

publicoffice.Tothisend,justiceisconsideredasaconditionforqualifyingwhoever



wantstoholdpublicoffice.Heistochoosestateemployersfrom hisgoodperson.The

happiestandbestruleristheonewhosesubjectsbecomesprosperousandtheworst

ruleristheonewhosesubjectsareunhappywithhim.

Thefirthprincipleisthatleadershouldcommandhissubjectstodojustice,be

generousandavoiddoingwrong.ThesixthprincipleisaboutmaintenanceofIslamic

state. theImam orleadershouldworkandattractthesurvivorsofartisansand

encourageindustry. Heshouldprovidesecurity,transportation,marketandgeneral

prosperity.

Rulingbaseonthedictum oftheruleoflaw andtreatmentofsubjectswith

kindness,constitutetheseventhprincipleofleadership.

6.0ANASSESSMENTOFBELLO’SPRINCIPLESOFPOLITICS

ThereisnodoubtMuhammadBellodistinguishedhimselfasagreatscholarand

prolificpoliticalthinkerofthe19thcentury–WestAfricawithhisUsul-al-Siyasah–and

indeednumerousotherpoliticalwritings.Nodoubt,manyscholarsacrosstheworld

considerhiswritingsintheirreferencetoIslamicpoliticalthoughtandtheissuesof

leadershipandgovernance.

Fundamentally,Bello’spoliticalthoughtshaveblendedreligionandpoliticswhich

westerntheoristsandphilosophersparticularlyAristotle,PlatoandMarchiavellihave

profuselyattemptedtoseparate.Theissuesofethics,valuesandmoralityinpolitics

weretheconcernofMuhammadBello.Heseesthesevirtuesaspartandparcelofone

anotherandwasinseparable.Hisinsistenceonpietyonthepartofarulerandsimilar

otherqualitiesinthefirstprinciplestestifytothisassertion.Asaform ofanevaluation,

we may say thatpolitics as practice uptiltoday by individuals and corporate



organizationdeviatefrom theteachingsofBello.Inreality,tocontinuetorecognize

pietyonarulerisadifficulttaskasmostrulersandnationsalikepursueselfinterest

ratherthaninterestsofthemajority.

Tiedtothefirstprinciple,Belloadvocatedforgivingleadershiptoanyonewith

virtuesqualitiesbutfundamentallyonperson(s)whodonotseekforit. Thisisa

Kor’anicinjunctionordoctrineandsayingoftheProphet. Thepointismadethat

anybodywhoseeksleadershipwillbetempted(intoxicated)bypowertoabuseit

because“powercorrupts”.However,amongtheMuslimsdesperatelyseekingforpower,

theyciteasectionofthesameHolyKor’an(Chapter12:55)whereleadershipwas

soughtbyoneofthegreatestMessengersofGod,ProphetJoseph.Thistheydoto

justifytheirquestforleadershipvis-a-vizpowerinsociety.

Bellohimselfwastemptedtoseekforleadershipcontrarytohisteachings,

becausewhenUsmanDanfodiodiedin1817,heascendedthethronewithoutwaiting

fornominationorselectionbytherelevantbodies,particularlybyShaykhAbdullahi

Gwandu. Also,BellodeclaredoneeminentscholarAbdulsalam asan“apostate”for

notrecognizingBello’sauthority/ascendencytothethrone.Bellofoughtanddefeated

him atabattleinZamfarashortlyafterhisascensiontothethrone(Bako,2000).

Anotherimportantaspectoftheprinciplesisitsadvocacy of“meritsystem”in

the selection ofstate officials. Bello insisted thatthe leadermustnotexhibit

“favouritism”andbyextension“God-fatherism”,“tribalism”or“quota-system”inthe

choiceandorrecruitmentofpublicservants.AqualityfavouredbyBelloisselecting

stateofficialsbasedonpersons’fearofGodandknowledge. Themeritsystem of

todayisnotdifferentfrom whatMuhammadBellocalledfor.Modernbureaucraciesas



conceived byMarxWeber(Ngu,1994)arestructured and vacanciesarefilled by

qualified persons having acquired certain leveloftraining. Whatobtains today

especiallyinNigeriaisbureaucracyfilledwithmediocreandcorruptofficialspartly

becausetheydidnotmerittheposition.Inaddition,theadvocacyofmeritsystem calls

accountability and transparency which Muhammad Bello strongly emphasized.

NigerianleadersandthoseofAfricaandotherthirdworldcountriesareclamouringfor

accountabilityfrom publicservants.Bellohadadvocatedforthat,morethan100years

ago.

MuhammadBello,inhis lastprincipleenjoinedthesubjectsto“behavewell”as

“Allahwillcausetheirrulerstohavesympathyforthem.Butifontheotherhand,they

(subjects)misbehave,Allahwillcausetheirrulerstoill-treatthem”.Goingbythis,Bello

wantedleaderstohavesubmissive,obedientandcooperativecitizenry.Tothemodern

politicaltheorists,this would serve as naivetybecause ofthe heterogeneityand

complexitiesofindividualsandsocieties.However,thebasicissueisforacitizenrythat

willsupportandcooperatewiththeleadershipforprovisionofsocialservices.Thisis

tomakeleadershiplessburdensome,lesscomplex,problem-solvingandfocused.

Afacttonote,althoughanuglyone,wasthattheIslamiccaliphatecouldnotbe

sustainedbeyond1907followingtheforcefulannexationoftheareaanditssubsequent

incorporation into whatbecame Nigeria bythe colonialists. Even afterNigeria’s

independencein1960,itmustbestatedclearlythatoneofthekeypersonalitieswho

agitatedforitsindependencewasAhmaduBello,adescendantofMuhammaduBello

whoeventuallyaddedthenameBelloinhisnameasamarkofgreatrespecttothe

originalBello.Itisapointtonotethat,AhmaduBello,thethenSardaunahaddone



greatlyforthecountryandhisnameistoimportantnationalmomumentslikethe

famousAhmaduBelloUniversity,Zaria;AhmaduBelloStadium,Kadunatomentiona

few.

Byandlarge,weshouldrealisethefactthatthe“Usul-al’Siyasahcontainedissues

onleadershipandgovernancealone,thusignoringtheothervitalaspectsofpolitics.

Theseaspectsweretheform ortypeofgovernment-democracyorauthoritarianism,

the party system,elections and suffrage etc and whatthey applied. Although,

leadershipandgovernancearecentraltoapolity,theusul-al-siyasahwouldhavebeena

masterpiecehaditincorporatetheseothersensitiveissueswhichIslam initsgreat

wisdom addressesaudaciously.

7.0 CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATIONS

IthasbeenestablishedthatIslam asareligionandguidetoawayoflifehas

beenusedeffectivelybytheFulaniin1804towageajihadwhichpavedthewayforthe

establishmentofgreatempireinwhatisnowNorthernNigeria,partsofNigerRepublic,

Cameroon and Chad. With the empire,came greatpoliticalthinkers especially

MuhammadBellowhoseprinciplesofpoliticsandleaderscontributedtowardsthe

consolidationoftheempiremorethantheformerSovietUnionwhichwasfoundedby

V.I.LeninunderMarx’sprinciplesordoctrinesandChinainthedaysofMao-TseTung.

MuhammadBello’sprincipleasenunciatedinhis“Usul-al-Siyasah”isstillrelevantand

continuetobeso,thusmakinghim agreatpoliticalthinkerofAfricanorigin,contraryto

theEuro-centric,western-typepoliticalthoughtwhichconsideredAfricancivilizationas

savageorevennon-existent.However,thepointofdepartureisthatafterMuhammad

Bello,successivetopowerintothecaliphateandotheremirates’westerneducationis



useasacriterionforthetraditionalinstitution’sstaffofoffice.

The paperconcludes thatthe contemporary leaders should be generous,

perseveringandtolerant.Theyshouldalsobebrave,stouthearted,unshakableandfirm

intemperaswellassteady-supporthisemployeesandsubject.Inthisregardjustice

shouldbeconsideredasaconditionforqualifyingwhoeverwantstoholdpublicoffice.

Leastofthesementioned,thereshallbecrisisoflegitimacyincontemporaryleadership.



REFERENCES

Abdullahi,Y.A.(1946):TheHolyKor’an:Text,TranslationandCommentary,Islamic

Centre,

WashingtonD.C.

Appadorai,A.(1974).TheSubstanceofPolitics,NewDelhi,OxfordUniversityPress.

Bako,S.(2006).IslamicPoliticalThoughtinWestAfrica:AReflectionontheCanonof

Sokoto

Caliphate,NigeriaJournalofPoliticalScience(A.B.U.)Zaria.

Binji,H.(1957);IbadadaHukunciaAddiniMusulunci,GaskiyaCorp.Ltd.Zaria–Nigeria.

Bullock,A.K.(2002),Re-TellingtheHistoryofPoliticalThought,AmericanJournalof

Islamic

SocialSciences.

Encyclopedia(1968)EkengaPubliherpp.40

Hiskett,M.(1957).MaterialsrelatingtotheStateofLearningamongthe“Fulani,before

their

Jihad”BullSchoolofOrientalandAfricanStudies.

Last,M.(1967),SokotoCaliphate,Longman,Ibadan.

Ngu,S.M.(1994).ManagementPrinciples&Workers’Motivations,GaskiyaCorporation

Limited,Zaria,Nigeria.

OxfordDictionary.(1956),LondonPubliherspp4

PadenJ.N.(1986).AhmaduBello,SardaunaSokoto:ValuesandLeadershipinNigeria,

Huda-

HudaPublishingCorporation,Zaria–Nigeria.

Usman,Y.B.(ed)(1979).StudiesintheHistoryofSokotoCaliphate,Broadway,New

York.

Yamusa,S.(1975),PoliticalIdeas ofJihad leaders,M.A.Thesis,Ahmadu Bello

University




