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Abstract

In the Philippines, like any other country experiendiadlyu, the warm reception of Korean Drama or
KDrama productions and their influence on petpialues is phenomenal. Though ideally, the preservation of
indigenous traditions is aspired, the Filipino curricuimnGrade 9 emphasizes the study of some cultures in the
neighboring East Asian countries. Because of this, it isssacg to match the needs with the realities facing the
field of education. That is why the research aims tord®bte the proximity of Filipino culture to the cultures
depicted in selected KDramas titled Mr. Queen, Itaewon Classl@hdays My Prince concerning values,
culture, and visual with the help of textual analysithefepisodes selected and analyzed by experts.

Straubhaar's Cultural Proximity Theory, Bronfenbrenner's Ecolo§ygsiem Theory, and Mondal's
Sociology of Culture provided a good foundation for tleisearch. This research has proven that the explored
KDramas rich in Korean culture, are close to Filipino aelttrherefore, Grade 9 will have rich material that
can be used to develop the competencyeétat the Filipino language, “sa pag-aaral ng ilang kultura sa
Silangang Asyd, which in English means “to study some cultures in East Asia".

Key words: Cultural proximity, Korean Drama, Learning Material, Popular Gyltdallyu

1. Introduction

It cannot be denied that Korean Drama or KDrama is onkeofriost popular and most-watched foreign
productions today, and this hallya overwhelming [9]. And in these television series, Koreaitures
inevitably surface. While some teachers believe in the irapoe of maintaining indigenous culture,
opposing the influence of foreign culture is in factaldnging. More so, the Department of Education
emphasizes the study of some cultures in East Assated in the Most Essential Learning Competencies
(MELC) especially in Grade 9 for the Filipino Subject.this regard, it is good to correlate the needs and
responses and do this through the right choice of leammimiggrials. And here, one can see the need to
determine the proximity or closeness of Korean and Fdiminlture based on the watched KDrama to help
identify suitable visual material in the form of videa fbe cultivation of competence emphasized in the
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Department of Education’s (DepEd) MELC.

To lay the foundation of the research, Straubhaar's @ultBroximity Theory, Bronfenbrenner's
Ecological System Theory, and Mondal's Sociology off€e serve as inspiration based on the belief that
societies have similarities with others, mainly on thieehdradition, and social system. These further erpla
the interpretations of social events and elementlancontext of culture and the cultural analysis ofaoci
issues. In line with this, culture is significant becaitsencompasses all ideas, attitudes, or behavior
Therefore, culture plays a vital role in the developmsimiping, and learning of the child.

1.1 Theoretical Background

Joe Straubhaar's Cultural Proximity theory is about uralelsig the cultural proximity of countries. It
describes the international context to explain the inflaéocal and foreign media. Cultural Proximity
theory is mainly based on language but also emphasigesmplortance of other aspects that have similarities
based on cultural elements: clothing, ethnic groups, bodsements, comedy, the idea of the story, music,
and their relationship with other people [2]. For Trept2@08), this theory has to do with analyzing the
similarity of cultures from their country or even franother region. Straubhaar (2003) further defined that
Cultural Proximity theory focuses on people's attractiomédia products that show similar cultures [10].

The Cultural Proximity theory is based on four elememdsiguage, visual, values, and cultural.
Meanwhile, the analysis emphasizes the visual, valug,cattural elements that have surfaced in related
studies.

Visual or visual proximity refers to the similarity thfe audience sees as just images, for example, the
appearance and style of actors and actresses. Kisst{@@11) research shows viewers are usually more
attracted to the visual locations from the watched Koreamalr One of the effective marketing techniques of
Korean Drama is the element of visualization. In additio that, their makeup technique is also more
attractive to the audience [10].

Value proximity refers to the sharing of foreign cultureghwiocal cultures. Based on Aminah's
research, which is about Korean Waves, it was foundkbedan Drama often dramatizes various customs
such as having respect for others, having a happy and fullyfazoinplete loyalty to friends, honesty, and
romance [10].

Straubhaar interprets that cultural or Cultural Proximitam&lement confirms the same belief, tradition,
and social system of the society. It also explaieseements of Cultural Proximity theory. Based on Trgpte
research, Korean Dramas, movies, and television pragtapict Korean cultures and traditions [2].

According to Urie Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systerotl [17] [21] the child is surrounded and
influenced by ecological systems and two of theseesystare macrosystems that focus on the important role
of culture in developing, shaping and learning, and influentiegchild's beliefs and the exosystems that
include the mass media, health services, social seryiaesnts, family, friends, and neighbors.

As for Bronfenbrenner's Ecological System Theory, tlerosystem that includes what is outside the

child's system also influences his beliefs and perspectMso, it can be said that there were structures that
did not originally belong to the child but still affected hiechuse they affected one of his microsystems. It is

WWw.ijrp.org



Lood, Hazel A. / International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG) @ JJRP .ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

90

clear that this theory shows some shortcomings, saftasgly cautioned in relation to the generalizatiohs
the characteristics of individuals [5].

The basis on which the Department of Education setgdatedscompetency defined by the Most Essential
Learning Competencies (MELC) for the Filipino subject inad& 9 also provided motivation to the
researchers. Here, the competency clearly supportedutig as stated“napaghahambing ang kultura ng
ilang bansa sa Silangang Asya batay sa napanood na bahagi ng teleseryglay pdlich means‘to be
able to compare culture of some countries in East Asiacban the part depicted in the teleseries or movie".
The "Adaptation of the Basic Education Learning Contin®ilyn for School Year 2020-2021 in light of the
COVID - 19 Public Health Emergency" is timely and significander the authority of DepEd Order No. 12,
s. 2020 or which allows the adoption of Most Essential Learnargp@tencies (MELC's) [3].

To clarify the concept of culture, the Pressbook artids used to explain culture as a part of society that
includes the symbols, language, beliefs, and values of thdep&ymbols are things that have deep meaning
either in the form of non-verbal communication omaterial things. Language is used to communicate and is
one of the essential elements of culture. Languadeaimed from their environment and other aspects of
culture. Belief refers to the concepts or things pedple believe. Appreciation is the judgment of right or
wrong and what one wants or doesn't want to do [5].

Comparative analysis is used in studies and researchnipace different macro-level units such as
system, culture and other sub-elements. It is also useptain the differences and similarities between other
and things that are related to the cultural context. Intiadgicomparative analysis helps explain a society by
analyzing the similarities and differences of other systemamparing with other cultures, and understanding
people in a society [4].

It is stated in the study of Hamdan and Ismail (2018), thahdris part of the entertainment system which
has led to the shaping of human behavior and social culfdditionally, drama can be used as a tool or
medium in learning and teaching. They added that most ofiidwers are young people. According to
Khariah, young people are more easily influenced by chamgeigh the opportunities seen around them.
With the continuous development of technology, youngplgeao longer rely on books as material for their
learning [10]. Undoubtedly, the studies of McGregor, 1976 taught by tesgu(i997), Wagner (1989), and
(Somers, 2013) point to drama as a powerful tool in thevatibhn of creative and critical skills [13] .

Students of East and Southeast Asia also believe thatralubroximity is one of the reasons for the
success and popularity of hallyu or Korean wave. Ryoo (200pha&sized that hallyu became popula
South Korea's neighboring countries because the tham#sissues that dominate the productions and
entertainment perfectly fit the tastes of Asian qelt[16].

Muda's (2010) explanation emphasized that most television viewersyaing people because most
television shows are popular cultures focused on young pebpdeefore, they are often influenced by their
surroundings, it is easier to keep up with the popular @hown on television [10]. Berg [2] also pointed
out that individuals tend toapronize certain products because of their modernity but ecessarily losing
their cultural context. The study of Posadas, Vargas &jafdro (2021) reports that Korean Drama is
appealing to its audience, the young generation becauseidpiring theme which is relatable to them [19].

WWw.ijrp.org



Lood, Hazel A. / International Journal of Research Publications (IJRP.ORG) @ JJRP .ORG

ISSN: 2708-3578 (Online)

91

Based on the results of Kwoanresearch, almost all of his respondents agreed tl@Enhé$ are obsessed
with watching Korean dramas which has become a phenoméspacts such as the spectacular production,
the anticipated dance, clothing, and the cultural aspebtasithe family relationship between the elder and
the younger and so on are enjoyed by Filipinos. The esiphathis study is on the cultural aspect which is
considered to be the reason for the fascination of Rdg[15].

On the comparison [14] between Korean films and Filipifmsf similarities can be observed. They
compared the Korean movie titled 200 Pounds Beauty, My Buoyiris Type B and Marathon while the
Filipino movie Anak, And | Love You So, and Working GirlsoRr the films that have been compared, some
cultures can be noticed or shown such as loving family, armgketisg the elderly and other people.
Additionally, the culture of feminism and the practicesafgeries for the facial and body parts are also noted
in the compared Korean and Filipino films.

Filipinos are known for the cultures and customs thae lseen passed down from ancient generations to
the present generation. In the explanation [21], dribeocultures of Filipinos is the so-called hierarchige
concept of hierarchy corresponds to age and social stalipsixd=youth are being taught the importance of
hierarchy. The actions, correct use of words and comntigrnicstyle depend on who and the position of the
person being spoken to, such as a younger person calling arpetden "sister" as well as a man who is
expected to be called "brother". Filipinos love to makenétgee and warmly welcome acquaintances and
guests. In addition to that, greetings and respect fogltiely. Filipinos have a custom of waving as a sign of
respect for elders.

According to the article [6] about the Korean culture afeging. One of their customs is bowing their
heads as a sign of their respect for others, espetralelders. Respect is considered to be more senior.
Additionally, is the valuing of family relationships and thastence of family hierarchy. The father is the one
who has the greatest authority of all who is the leadguiding and protecting his children as well as his
wife.

Education is also an important part of Korean culture. dtte@inment of higher education is one of the
things that is believed to have a great contribution to the osigconomy. It is also a way to fulfill their
dreams and be successful in life. In addition to that @sabpreciation of women. Usually the housework
bedongs to women, however in modern times women have kgen gpportunities to work outside the home

1.

In the study [8] it was analyzed that it is in the cultaféoreans to give high respect or respect to the
elderly where Koreans bow when they meet an elderly pefdwnstudy of a KDrama titled "Endless Love:
Autumn in my Heart" also analyzed the value of famdllationships. This show emphasized the importance
of good and healthy relationships with each member ofahgly. In the shows, the family is valued by
respecting the elders, listening to advice, spending timethétfiamily, and each family member being open
to their problems with each other and discussing them progpedialm way.

Further, the Koreans' passion for fashion is also like#iligino audiences. It has been shown that they

notice the contours of clothes, sleeves of clothesring skinny pants, dyeing hair, and other trends in the
TV series being analyzed [8].
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In another study [11] they revealed that Filipinos andeléos also show some similarities. First is the
give importance to celebrations in the form of partezting, and merry-making. Filipinos are like Koreans
who share one bdwwith everyone. Second is the appreciation of family ties. example, children with
families, grandchildren, and other family members still live unolee roof. Third is respect for elders.
Filipinos are used to showing respect by waving while Koreans sheiv respect by bowing. Fourth is
chasing the dream. Just like Filipinos, Koreans have éigpisaand believe in achieving their dreams.

In those specified [15], [14], and [11] it can be said thatdimilarity between Filipinos and Koreans in
their culture $ their value of family where children with families, grandcheéldr and other family members
are still living under one roof; respect for elders and roffeople such as bowing and waving; valuing
partying at meals such as sharing a bowl for everyotterrewf feminism; cosmetic surgery; and persistence
in life to achieve aspirations and dreams in. li@verall, the described elements are included in value
proximity, visual proximity, and cultural proximity.

Therefore, the research aims to determine the closemegroximity of Korean and Filipino culture
based on viewed Korean Drama to help identify appropriate visagdrial in the form of video for the
development of competency emphasized in MELC. Specificttily focus is on establishing the proximity
between Korean and Filipino Culture from the selectedoeps of the Korean Dramas titled Mr. Queen,
Itaewon Class, and 100 Days My Prince in relation to vatudsiral and visual. And the experts' suggestions
will also determine how Korean Drama can help as a teathdhgo make a lesson meaningfu

2. Methodology

This research used qualitative and comparative researchddbdethe proximity of Korean and Filipino
culture and emphasize its elements. This researchusésb qualitative textual analysis to describe the social
context, particularly the cultural context that theearchers emphasized that are contained in the viewed
episodes of the chosen Korean Drama.

There were three expert-validators, two of the expalittators are teachers who graduated with a master's
degree in teaching Filipino and currently teach the subjeiipino in high school, and the other one has a
degree in post-graduate studies and a diploma in cultural eucatey are avid followers of Korean
Dramas.

The instruments of this research are the checklistherréspondent expert-validators and the three (3)
selected Korean Dramas watched or patronized with thestightings in the year 2048)21. The selection
of the shows is based on the following criteria: fitee shows are in the top 20 ratings of the two review
institutions Preview [22] and The Review Geek [23]; seconditsbility to the audience especially Grade 9
students; third, in accordance with Movie and TelevisiReview and Classification Board (MTRCB)
guidelines of which these Kdramas are rated PG13; and fohebe tare KDramas that embody Korean
values and culture.

3. Discussion of Findings

In the initial stage, the researchers selected the K&sand specific episodes that contain Korean culture
closely associated with Filipino cultures. Then, thedadlon by experts followed. They declarddttthere is
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a proximity in the values, cultural and visual elements of Korewaturewith Filipino culture based on what
can be viewed in selected episodes of KDramas namely Mr. Qit@emon Class, and 100 Days My Prince.

How are these shown? Below is the discussion of the spewifience:

As regards Value Proximity, shown in the aforementionedodpis are respect for elders like a man
bowing to his master or people bowing to the queen, a son'stdspéis father, and greeting as a sign of
respect for those in senior office. In the aforenmm@d scenes, it can be said that bowing as a siggspéct
predominates in these. It can also be said that the exgernot confined to the understanding that respect is
only for elders but respect can also be seen for thosggh positions. Scroope [20] described this as a
recognition of “hierarchy” among Filipinos.

Songs study looks into the perspective of family culture speadlfy on the similarity of Korean and
Filipino cultures. While the study is able to derive an urtdading on the Korean family structure with an
emphasis on a patriarchal society that implies resjpectlders in the society and older members of the
family, it is alsoable to comprehend the Filipino’s counterpart value that revolves around family’s central role
in the society. It can be said that both cultures highligétvalue of family but while the Koreans are still
patriarchal, Filipinos are slowly evolving into a stethfamily responsibility [25].

The closeness of the family, stability and cooperatiorawh clan is shown in Mr. Queen in the scene
when a royal consort was elected, eating breakfast togethdrcloseness of the family members; the son
consulting his father about his problems is seen in Itaev@ass; while both the father's concern for the
child's pregnancy and the king's concern for the queeprasented in 100 Days My Prince.

In the scenes mentioned, the value of close familythigsis said to be similar to the Filipino culture really
predominates. Although there is a difference in the metliquresentation, the KDramas still convey the
value of close family ties, which is noteworthy in Filipimalues.

In the selected episodes of the aforementioned KDramasjen's stability is indicated, such as the
courage shown by the queen and her firm stand. There waa at®me showing the queen's unique ability to
handle a knife and the cooks' confidence in the queen's codilitg. a

The aforementioned scenes prove the two countries’ similarities based on the examined customs. Even
though Filipino women have not been known for the skilitefally handling knives as a culinary skill, on
the other hand, Filipinas are known to be good cooks. Filipikiaibiecreativity, resourcefulness, and daring
when trying out new dishes [20].

That's why researchers and experts have said thawtheountries are comparable and this goes with the
idea [8] that stories usually revolve around women overcomangy trials in life.

The determination to achieve the dream as shown in theesof Mr. Queen such as choosing a royal
consort, studying archery, fighting with a sword, and vyingtfe royal seal, as well as in the scenes of
Itaewoon Class like searching for a brother, trying to builthuginess, continuing to dream despite
imprisonment, and self-control is close to the Filipiniure. The scenarios are unique to Korean culture but
the values of persistence and determination are likeapiparent in Filipinos.
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On the other hand, a deviation from the usual view of therishnation shown in a scene was noted by an
expert-validator. The scene in episode 13 of the 100 DaydiNhce portrays two men's conspiracy to
conceal a woman's true identity just to be able to get an unsuspentry to the palace. Both men helped the
woman because they also had their own agenda. Theygsteatevays to be able to slip to the palace without
causing trouble and luckily, they succeeded. The word "congpithat the expert actually used has a
negative connotation, it often refers to an agreemethb tsomething terrible. However, they see the similarity
of customs because the two societies all have a livelyiqgadlscenario or "political presence" according to
the expert. The value of determination, thereforecaieis the two countries' strong political presence, which
shows that collusion has become the way to achieve power.

Cultural Proximity as an element based on the CulRmaimity Theory of Straubhaar talks about beliefs,
traditions, and social systems. As an important tragitimlding parties and festivities are very prominent in
the different scenes of the selected episodes of the ®Dramas. Be it portrayed in ways such as a banquet
or feast with various officials and royalties, a dnfiamily party, a dinner ceremony, or a celebration ef th
newly established business, one thing is certain, Koreaagd feast.

The portrayal resembles the Filipino culture of holdiegtivities. The expert-validators themselves
noticed this similarity. In fact, Filipinos are knowrr fiheir fiesta celebration in honor of a patron sa®n
the other hand, another form of a portrayal of a cat@n in the political context wherein it is customéor
Koreans to have a party such as during a gathering of kingeffitials. Significant events in the Philippine
political arena involve feasting as well, especially postt@n celebrations of the winning officials.

Visual Proximity includes the consideration of physical apaece, especially the face and body. Scenes
portraying to an old character giving advice to imgrdive face are shown. There was a scene where the
queen was delighted to see her face and hair covered with powadying toner; the maids arranging the
queen's clothesnd choosing appropriate clothing on special occasionsistra few of the scenes depicting
Korean culture and its emphasis on appearance and beauty.

This study confirmed the analysis conducted [8] in threeafiais that Korean women are fond of using
whitening and beauty products such as make-up, lipstick, eyeshamle® efelashes and facemask while
Filipinas on the other hand are portrayed as beautiflilpdgasing to the eyes of others. The use of beauty
products is simply the influence of another race or countny Aipinos have a different way of appreciating
their physical appearance, especially in the face and, sty as bathing every day, fixing their hair and
wearing clothes that are pleasing to the eye. All in allhbédreans and Filipinos value appearance,
especially the face and body in different ways and styles

The expert’s analysis of the different elements of cultural proxyngiktracted from the selected KDramas
has provided enough information to claim that thera psoximity of cultures. From there, the experts have
suggested using KDramas to enrich teaching throudgrptay, connecting events in the story, and
differentiated instruction. Experts also identified sfiegbarts of the lesson that could use the selected
episodes such as motivation; discussion of Korearatiteg topics; grammar; analysis of the appropriateness
of the KDrama lesson; and appreciation or values intiegrar translation to real life of some essential
values discussed in the story.

Although experts in the teaching of Filipino subjects see ithportance of the suggested shows for
teaching Filipino and developing the competencies mertionéghe MELC, the expert-validator in the field
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of cultural education strongly opposed the promotion efsthows mentioned for fear that the Filipino culture
will be neglected and eventually be removed from the mofdhe students. It is obvious that Filipino
teenagers are attracted to KDramas despite the language bacause of its phenomenal patronage by the
massesBerg notes Iwabuchi citing Taiwan’s tendency to select Japanese products over Chinese is due to its
aspiration for modernity but not necessarily losing iteAgontext [2]. Instead, they advocate that the school
find ways so that the youth will appreciate the love ftipiRo culture.

4, Conclusion and Recommendation

Indeed, hallyu is real and its influence is inevitable. Howetves research has proven that a lot can be
done about this phenomenon. The studied Korean Dramaglari@ Korean culture that have proximity to
the Filipino culture based on the elements of valutu@al and visual. Respect for elders, giving importance
to family members, close family ties, acknowledging hidrgrtove for feasting and eating, women's courage
and resilience, determination to achieve dreams, emphasjhysical appearance, and unique abilities
dominate among the analyzed elements in KDrama.

It can be said that KDramas appeal to the interest ofiriélipouth and the knowledge of the proximity of
Korean and Filipino culture that is the product of analgais guide the selection of teaching materials. It is
also a way that Filipino values can be taught withoutgeild-fashioned or traditionaFurther, it is very
important to have a thorough selection of episodes of KDsatoabe used in class and develop the
competency emphasizédthe Filipino curriculum in Grade 9.

Lastly, the study encourages the use of the analyzed epissda teaching tool in accordance with the
competency of MELC for Grade 9 in the Filipino subjeansiated in Englishs"to be able to compare the
culture of some East Asian countries based on the s&levseries or movie being watchiedéhtegration of
Korean Drama in appreciation, motivation, and analysisdriessons in the Filipino subject in Grade 9; use
of KDramas for the enrichment of other classroom a@tithrough role-plays, connectimyents in the
story, and differentiated instruction; and encouragingabollation to promote ways in making the Filipino
subjects more appealing and relatable to the young learners.
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