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Abstract

PriortotheemergenceorratherintroductionofIslam inNigeriaandtheDanfodio’s
Jihadof1804thatconqueredalmostalltheHausastateoligarchysystem.Thepolitical
economywasmorecommunal,slaveryandthefeudalisticsystem.Thedevelopmentled
toamorereformedinthepoliticalsystem throughIslamictheology.Thedevelopment
ofIslam inthecontemporaryNigerialedtotheemphasisontheShari’ahlegalsystem in
the twelve (12) Northern states.Scholars from different quarters viewed the
developmentasapoliticalmissionbysomegargantuanelitestocontrolthepowerand
theorywhichhingesonthetrustthatpublicpolicyisbyandatlargethemirrorimageof
theelites’interestwasemployedtoguidetheanalysisofthiswork.Contentanalysis
wasequallyusedasasourceofdatacollectionanditrevealedthat,Islam hadplayeda
vitalroleinthepoliticaleconomyofNigeriaduetoitfairdoctrinesuchasgood
leadership,justsharingofresourcesamongindividualsofagivensociety.Thisrole
playedbyIslam broughtaboutsustainabledevelopment.However,thelackofsincere
applicationoftheIslamicdoctrinebetweentheruledandtherulers(i.e.thepolitical
economy approach),which equally affects sustainable development. The paper
criticallyreviewedtheexistingliteraturebothconceptuallyandthematicallyreliedon
secondarysourceofdataandexaminationofofficialdocumentsasitsmethodology.
ThepaperisstructuredintofiveinterrelatedcomponentsandrecommendsthatIslam
should notbe used as a toolinstruments orrathera conduitpipe forprimitive
accumulationofwealthbysomereligiousleaders.Thepaperconcludesthatgood
governance is a whealforsustainable development,to include effective poverty
alleviationthroughZakahandothermeansofSadaqahtotheneedyonesaslasting
solutiontothebitterpoliticaleconomyusingIslam asameanstoanend.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

PriortotheintroductionofIslam inNigeriaandtheDanfodio’sjihadof

1804thatconqueredalmostalltheHausaStates,thePoliticalEconomyof

Nigeriahad,passedthroughseveralstages.Thesestagesincludethecommunal,

slaves,feudalandthecapitaliststage.Thesystem ofadministrationthen,was

centralizedormoreorlessthemonarch.Thejudicialsystem wasbasedon

Islamicinjunctionordoctrine.Thetaxcollectedwasaimedatdevelopingthe

caliphate;alsotheeconomywasbasedonlandtenuresystem basedonpeasant

production.However,theactivitiesoftheheadoftheMuslim communityistied

toIslamicdoctrineasearliercaptured.

The understanding ofthe interaction,the interplay and the mutual

influencesofthepoliticsandtheIslamiceconomicdevelopmentnecessitatea

disciplinethatenablethepossibilityofanin-depthanalysis.(Arniff4),This

referredtoasofcapitalism intheglobaleconomyinthebankingsystem with
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highinterestrateonthecustomers.Inthatregards,Islamicbankingwithzero

toleranceofUsury(Riba)waslaterintroducedinmostoftheArabcountries,

AfricaandNigeriainparticular(Adlaman20).Andthesuccessandfailureof

Islamicbankscouldbeoneoftheobviousexamplesoftheimportanceof

political(state)andeconomicintegration.

Thispapertherefore,arguesthatIslam hasplayedavitalroleinseeing

thatleadershipprovidesanenablingenvironmentforsustainabledevelopment.

Theobjectiveofhispaperis:(i)ToidentifytheroleofIslam insustainable

development(ii)DescribethenexusbetweenIslam andpoliticsforsustainable

development(iii)ToidentifythechallengeswhichIslam iscurrentlyfacinginits

questforsustainabledevelopment.

1.1OPERATIONALIZATIONOFKEYCONCEPTS

Thissegmentwilloperationalizesomekeyconceptsforthepurposeofthiswork:

1.Islam:

ConnotesvoluntarysubmissiontothewillofAllah.Italsoderivesfrom the

concept‘Salam”meaning Peace.Abrahman(Ismail10).ThereligiousofIslam

originatedfrom arootwordwhichequallyimplies“Peace”and“Submission.The

religionteachesthatonecanonlyfindpeaceinhisorherlifesubmittingtoAlmighty

(Allah)(SWT)andobediencetoHislaw

InthewordofAhmadFauzi(9),Islam isamajorworldreligionwithoverone

billionfollowersworldwide(approximatelyone-fifthoftheworldpopulation).He

furtherstatesthat,itisoneoftheAbrahamicmonotheisticfaiths,theothertwo

beingChristianityandJudaism.Although,Islam isusuallyassociatedwiththeArabs
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oftheMiddle-East,lessthan10% ofMuslimsareinfactArabs.Itisevidentthat

Muslimsarefoundallovertheword,includingAfricaandNigeria,andofevery

ethnicityorraceMuslim majoritiesarefoundthroughoutsocietiesintheMiddle-East,

inNorthAfrica,inEastAsiaandinthepacificIslands.LargenumbersWestern

EuropeinEurasia,andNorthAmerica(Ahmad,2005).

2.PoliticalEconomy:

Politicaleconomyasasub-disciplineofpoliticalscienceisoneoftheoldest

termsinthesocialsciencelexicon.InthewordofAudu(16)politicaleconomyis

originallysynonymouswiththestudyofeconomics,withemphasisonthestudyof

thestateandotherphilosophicalissuesasitrelatestohumanneedsandeconomic

history.Albo(10)arguesthatpoliticaleconomyhasbecomeanorphanofmodern

socialscienceswithitsplinteringintopresentdiscipline.Hefurtherreiteratedthat

economicshasthenarrow andlimitingstudyofresourceallocationviapricesand

the determination ofaggregate outputon the basis overly formalistic and

mathematicsframework.

Inthisregard,therefore,theterm politicaleconomyinvolvestheinteractionof

politicsandeconomics.Thedisciplinerelatestothespheresofmaterialproduction

andrelationofproduction,politicsandeconomicsaretwoseparatesocialscience

disciplinesbutthetwoareoriginallylinked(Audu14).Forinstance,theeconomic

conditions ofsociallife are determined primarily by materialproduction.To

rationallyidentifymeansiseconomicsandtoauthoritivelydetermineendsispolitics.

Economicsisawayofactingandpoliticsisaplacetoact.Wealth(economics)and

power(Politics)areultimatelylinkedandlackofwealthmeansno powerand
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withoutpowerthestruggleforwealthbecomesodious(Audu14).

Thisexplainswhyunderstandingofpowerrelationship,class,institutionsand

grouprequireasoundknowledgeoftheeconomicbasisofsociety.

Theconceptpoliticaleconomyhasbeensubjectedtomultipleunderstanding

andinterpretations.However,itsorigincanbefoundintheworkofAdam smith’s

wealthofNations,ofDavidRicardoandKarlMarx.Inthisbodyofworks,theterm

referredtotheconditionsoforganizationofproductioninstatesorwhattodayis

understoodas“economics”.Today,theterm isdefinedasanalysisthatstudiesthe

linkagesorrelationshipsbetweenpolitics(intermsofallocationofresources):

drawingontheoriesofeconomics,law aswellaspoliticalandsocialsciences.

However,politicaleconomystudiesthebasisofthedevelopmentofstudies(Ake25)

Thiscentresontheproductionofmaterialwealthandthemodeofproduction,

thatis,itstudiesproductionandthebasisofsocietyfrom thepointofviewofthe

economicrelationsbetweenpeopleintheproductionprocess.

Judgingfrom above,onecandeducedthatitisclearthatpoliticaleconomyis

the science ofdevelopmentofsocialproduction,thatis,economic relations

betweenpeople.Ittherefore,clarifiesthelawsgoverningproduction,distribution,

exchangeandconsumptionofthematerialwealthinhumansocietyatvarious

stagesofit’sdevelopment.

3.SustainableDevelopment:

TheBrundland(6)reportreiteratedthat“SustainableDevelopmentisaconcept

thatincorporatemeeting”theneedsofpresentwithoutcompromisingtheabilityof

futuregenerationstomeettheirownneeds”. Thisemphasisesthattheheartof
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achieving thisvisionliesinthreefacts:economicgrowth,socialinclusionand

environmentalprotection.Inthisprocess,Islamicfinanceplaysacrucialroleinthe

firsttwoaspectsmakingitsanalysisnecessary(Manusinghe,24).Thisenhances

andcontributestoachievingsustainabledevelopmentasthenormalfunctioningand

longevityofnestedhierarchyofecologicalandsocio-economicsystemsordered

accordingtoscale.Whichisalsoconcernwiththesustainablelinkagebetweenand

co-evolutionofsocio-economicandecologicalsystems.

Sustainabledevelopmentparadigm consistsofthreepillars,namely-economic

growth,environmentalprotectionandsocialdimension(Syndorowych&Wossik3)

sustainabledevelopmentcanalsobeseenasadevelopmentwhichcanstandthe

tasteoftimeforgenerationunborntobenefits.

RoleofIslam inSustainableDevelopment

Withthedevelopmentofglobaleconomy,Islam playanimportantroletoinclude:

1.Values:This implies thatthe less interestorzero rate on the individual

customersofthevariousIslamicbanks.Islam equallyensuresthatethicsare

adheredintermsofgovernanceandthesocialrelationwithregardstoeconomic

exchangebetweenstatesandindividuals.

2.Encourageefficientproductionbyfinancingagriculture:Thisistoincreasefood

supplythereby,discouragingimportationinhighcost.Bysodoing,softloanis

grantedtofarmerstoboosttheirfinancialcapacityforsustainabledevelopment.

3.Self-development: This implies that Islam encourages self reliance for
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sustainable development.In otherwords,citizens ofa given country are

encouragetobeselfsustain(Badawi6).

ChallengesofIslam inGlobalPoliticalEconomy

1.Terrorism:Theactivitiesoftheterroristattackexperienceintheglobalscene,

hadposedachallengeontheIslam suchterroristactincludetheongoingBoko

Haram,Alka’edaamongothers,andsomestateslikeSyriaispenciledgloballyas

terrorist,whichinvariablyaffectsmosteconomicpolicies,andrelationswith

othercountries.

2.Poorleadership:Some contemporary leaders in mostIslamic Sates were

dictatorialoradoptedasittightsyndromeontheircitizens.LibyaduringGaddafi,

MorsiofEgyptandtheattitudesofsomeArableaderstowardstheircitizensin

termsofdemocracyandtherespectforruleoflaw.Thesechallengeshas

multipliereffectonthefuturegenerationwhichcallsforArabspringversus

statesinAfrica(Jonathan,Maingwa,148)

3.Elitism:ThisimpliesthatsomeIslamicclericusereligionasconduitpipeforself

enrichmenttohavebothpoliticalandeconomiccontrolofthestate,atthe

detrimentofthemasses.TheattitudeofthesegreedyIslamicScholarsonthe

governanceand theeconomyofthestate,which reallyaffectssustainable

development(Maryaman,30).

1.2THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

Inbothartsandsocialsciencestheoriesareveryvitalinanalyzingphenomena

andissuesofcontemporaryrelevance.Forthepurposeofthiswork,modernization

theoryisadoptedwithinthe“Developmentframework,inguidingtheanalysisofthis
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work.

Theproponentsofthemodernizationtheoryincludes:W.W Rostow,Gunder

AndrewFrankamongothers.Thetheorybecamefamousorratherpopularizedin1960.

Themajorthrustofthetheoryisbrieflyhighlightedasfollows:

1.Thattraditionalvalues,normsbehavioursandinstitutionsareantitheticalto

developmentintherealsense.Sincesocietiesandtheirinstitutionsmultiply,

changeandbecomecomplextomovefrom simpleunderdevelopedstatesto

sophisticated developed situation, traditional societies cannot retain

traditionalvaluesandinstitutionsthatarenaturallyatavistictodevelopment

asthesocietybecomecomplex.

2.Thetheorybelievesthattheyardsticksandstandardsofdevelopmentofpoor

developingcountriesaredevelopedcountriesofAmericaandEurope.The

theoryfurtherstatesthat,fordevelopingcountriestodevelop,theymust

emulatetheAmericanmodelofdevelopment,andrestructuretheirtraditional,

beliefs,values,attitudesandbehaviourstobelikeEuropeans.

3.Thetheoryalsomaintainedthatthedevelopmentproblemsanddebacleof

developingnationsispurelyaninternalproblem ofthosenationswithout

externalrelationdynamics.

TherelevanceofthemodernizationtheoryontheIslam andpoliticalEconomy

ofmostoftheArabstatesistherecentadoptionofEuropeanmodeofLife

andeconomicpoliciestosuittheglobaltrend.Itisalsoapointtonotethat

SaudiMonarchiscurrentlyundergoingsocial,economicandpoliticalreform,

tosuitthemodernglobalization.WhichiscontrarytotheissueinAsiaTigers,
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wherehomegrown,initiativefacilitatesorenhancestheireconomicand

politicaldevelopment.

1.3CONCLUSION

The contribution ofIslam in the globalpoliticaleconomyand sustainable

developmentisclearlydiscussedinthispaper.Whichincludestheethicalvaluesin

promotingeconomicdevelopmentofthesociety.However,thestagesthroughwhich

theIslamicpoliticalEconomyhadpassedthoughisthoroughlyexamined/uptillthe

contemporaryeconomy.

The paperhighlighted some majorchallenges confronting Islam in global

politicaleconomy-whichincludesterrorism,theroleofeliteinmanipulatingpowerand

economiccontrol.Thepaperconcludesorratherrecommendsthathepoliticaland

economicpoliciesoftheIslamicsocietieswithsomeadmixtureofsecularism like

Nigeria must be home grown as againstthe modernization theory thatis

concomitantlyEurocentricinnaturewithAmericanmodelasacaseinpoint.Thepaper

finallyreiteratedthatAsianTigersaregoodexampleofhomegrownsates,thatbecome

anemergingeconomyintheglobe,withsustainableeconomicdevelopment.
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